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^^^^i ADVERT! S E MEN T. 

THERE is hardly any performance of tliii 
kind, of which many paflages are not, in 
fome degree,, unfavourable to virtue. But in the- 
following little work, every improper exprefliorib 
is rejefted, and much inftruftion is blended with 
innocent amufement. Perhaps, indeed, n© book> 
of the fame price, contains a greater variety of 
curious and ufeful information.. 
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by the fame Author,, 
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AND THE ENGLISH PARNASSUS; 

fieing a new Sele^ion of Defcriptive, Pathetic, antl 
Paftoral Poetry, extradled from the Works of the 
lateft and moft celebrated Poets. 

Price Three Shillings. 

The ^Vholc forming a Library of Inftruftion, ea- 
forced by Example; and of Entertainment, vn* 
contaminated with licentious Humour. In Six 
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ANECDOTES OF JOSEPH II. EMPEROR 
OF GERMANY, WHILE HE WAS IN 
PARIS, UPON A VISIT TO HIS SISTER, 
THE PERSENT QUEEN OF FRANCE. 

RELATED BY CHEVALIER COUDRAY. 

I. ^TnHE prefent Emperor of Germany, during 

-*- his refidence in Paris, A. D. 1777, vi- * 
fited many perfons of both fexes ; and he never 
favoured any one with this honour, who did not 
experience his bounty. Nor was he more liberal 
of his prefcnts, than of the moft flattering ex- 
preffions, and moft encouraging compliments. 
He often faid to thofe, who were at pains to ftiew 
their refpe£l to him, " Be covered ; you conftrain 
«* me ; put on your hat, otherwife I Ihall take 
<« off mine. Go not to the door with me ; your 
*' time is precious. No compliment ; tell mc 
« the trud), I feck to know it. Speak to me 
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'** Ivith freedom ; I love it. Diiguife nothing; I 
«* wifli to be informed." 

lU ,The jEmperor, as on moft other occafions, 
weiit incog* to feetlfe menagerie at Verfailles, 
accompanied by one perfon. The keeper told 
him politely, that it was not cuftomary to fhew it, 
until a fufficient number of fpedlators were af- 
fembled. He waited with patience, and enter- 
tained himfelf with walking among the trees. 
The company aflemble by degrees ; the gates are 
'Opened ; and the Emperor enters with the crowd. 
The keeper, at length, toM the company, " Ladies 
«« and Gentlemen, I intreat you to make hafte ; 
<« we expeft the Emperor ; and it will be necef- 
*' fary that every body go out, whenever he ar- 
<* rives.'* The illuftrious traveller made no re- 
ply, tbut continued to fatisfy his curiofity. As he 
"went out, he ordered his conduftor to give ten 
louis to the keeper of the menagerie. 

III. The following is an anecdote of his gaiety. 
He had gone to fee the college of the four nations, 
which ftill borrows its name from Mazarin. 
Meeting with a fchool boy, he careffed him, aiked 
him in what clafs he ftudied, and who he was ? 
<* Sir," replied the boy, " I am Emperor."— 
<« Very well," faid his Majefty, give me your 
*< hand." He accompanied this pleafantry with . 
a pejifion of twelve hundred livres, which were to 

be 
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be augmented in proportion as the young fcholaf 
advanced in his ftudies. 

IV. It is related, that going to the coiFe6-houfe 
of the 5-egency, near the Royal Palace, in orcjpr 
to amufe himfelf with the game of chefs, for which 
that cofFee-houfe has been long famous, he was 
furprifed at finding no body to play with him, and 
aflced the reafon: " Why," faid the landlady, " it 
" is the Emperor, who is juft going to the Royal 
•* Palace. This misfortune has happened to me 
** frequently. I fhall not be able to fell any thing 
«« this morning. All Paris muft fee the Emperor ; 
" but it is furely natural to efteem thofe who do 
" much good-" Three or four perfons came in ; 
but all refufe to play, on account of the Emperor, 
who was expedled. He himfelf continues alone 
in the coffee-room, converfes with the landlady; 
aud, among other queftions, afks her, whether flie 
. had herfelf feen the Emperor ? She replied, that 
her fituation of life had as yet deprived her of that 
advantage ; but that fhe hoped fo to contrive mat- 
ters, as to efcape one morning to fee him at his' 
hotel ; becaufe Ihe Tcnew that he was eafy of ac- 
cefs to perfons of. all conditions. The Emperor 
faid nothing, in return for this civility, but put- 
ting his hand in iiis pocket, pulled out a louis d'or 
of the pr^fent reign, and added, as he gave it her, 
J'' B ::j •• There 
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" There is Lewis the Sixteenth ; and here is the 
*« Emperor." 

V. The Emperor once laid afide his incog. 
which, in general, he fo carefully obferved. While 
the queen was at play, he ftood behind the chair of 
Madam A'Delaide, and had his hands placed on 
it, when that princefs faid to him, with a gracious 
fmile, " Sir, you begin to forget your incog,** He 
replied, with vivacity, " one eafily forgets it, Ma- 
*' dam, when near to you." 

VI. This illuftrious traveller had heard of the 
wonderful talents of the Abbe L'Epec, who teaches 
people, born deaf, to fpeak, and to communicate 
their ideas to others. Accordingly he went to his 
houfe, in order to convince himfelf of the reports 
which he had heard, and which he fuppofed might 
be exaggerated. He converfed with him a long 
time, and afked feveral pertinent queflions concern- 
ing his fingular profeflion. Being fully fatisfied 
by his anfwers, he enquired, whether there were 
no perfons to whom he could communicate a fe- 
cret fo neceflary and ufeful to humanity. The 
Abbe replied, that he had addrefled himfelf to go- 
vernment, for obtaining two perfons, properly 
qualified, in order to be inftrufted by him ; but 
that his demand had not been attended to. The 
Emperor affured him, that he would feek out two 
intelligent perfons atj|j[enjia, who jQiould be placed 

under 
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under the ^JljiWpljjTftirrn ; and after they were 
made acquaintec! ^itk his wonderful art, fhould be 
then employed in the afliftance of humanity. He 
then took leuve, not permitting the Abbe to ac- 
company him, adding thefe memorable words : — 
" Your time, Sir, is too precious to be wafted in 
*' vain ceremony : you owe an account of it to 
" God.'* As he went out, he left on a defk two 
flips of paper, filled with twenty -five louis' each, 
for the benefit of the indigent people whom the 
humane and virtuous Abbe keeps in his houfe. 
Next day, he fent him, by his maftcr of horfe, a 
gold fnufF-box, with his pifture. 

VII. The Emperor's generofity, while in France, 
was not confined to men of diftinguiihed merit, 
whom it is an honour to oblige. His purfe was 
always open, whenever he met with a proper, 
though obfcure, objeft of charity. Going one 
morning into an elegant cofFee-houfe, he alked for 
a difli of chocolate. He was Amply drefled, and 
the waiters infolently refufed it, under pretence 
that it was too early. He walked out without 
.laying a word, and went into a fmall cofTee-houfe, 
nicknamed the One-eyed. He aiked for a di(h of 
chocolate, and the landlord anfwered him politely^ 
that it would be ready in a moment. While he 
waited for it, as die coffee-hbufe was empty, he 
walked up and down, and was converling on dif- 
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ferent rubje£):s, when the dau^ter of the houfe, a 
very pretty girl, came down ftairs. The Emperor 
wiflied her a good day, the ordinary falutation in 
France, and faid to her father, that it Vas time for 
her to be married. " Alas!" replied the old man, 
if I had a thoufand crowns, I couM marry her 
to a handfome man, who is fond of her ; — but 
*' the chocolate is ready." The Emperor having 
drank and paid, aiked for pen, ink, and paper* 
The girl runs to fetch them, having no idea how 
they were to be employed: The Emperor gave her 
an order on his banker for fiofthui^and livres. 

VIIL A fimilar adventure is related to have 
happened at Vienna, where the Emperor walks 
about on foot, and mixes with the crowd, in the 
fame manner that he did at Paris. A child of nine 
years of age addrcfTed him thus: " Sir, I have 
" never begged, but my mother is dying ; I muft 
** have twenty-pence to get a phyfician. We have 
" not twenty-pence; ohf if your Majefty would 
«* give us twenty-pence, how happy Ihould we 
" be?" The Emperor gave it, and afked the 
name and phce of abode of the fick perfon. As 
foon as the boy was gone, the Emperor put on a 
cloat belonging to one of his attendants, went to 
the poor woman ^s houfe, prefcribed for her, and 
retired. The child comes, in a minute after, with 
his twenty-pence and his do6lor. The woman* 

furprifedft 
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furprlfed, faid ihe had already had a vifit, and fhewed 
the recipe. The dodlor looks at it, and fees a ** 
note, with the fignature of his Imperial Majcfty, 
for a penfion to her of fifty ducats, 

IX. With fuch manners, and fo much good- 
nefs of heart, it is not furprifing that the Empe- 
ror fliould be adored in his dominions, and that 
all ranks of people (hould (hew uncommon eager^ 
nefs and curiofity to fee and know him« In his 
journey to France, he flopped at a village fituated 
near a foreft. While dinner was getting Teady» 
he walked out, with a Angle gentlemanf to fee the 
neighbourhood of the place, which was faid to bei 
curious. Travelling too far into the wood, they 
loft their way, and were wandering in fearch of 
it, when they perceived a long avenue which led 
to a caftle. They refolved to follow it ; and being 
arrived at the houfe, afked for the landlord. Tho ^ 
fervants told them he was from home, but fhewed 
them into the hall that they might refl themfelves, 
while they acquainted the landlady. After com- 
mon compliments, fhe made dinner be ferved up, 
and begged they would permit her to leave them 
a little in order to fee the Emperor. They an- 
fwered, that, as they belonged to his Imperial Ma- 
jefly's fuite, they were fure he would not pafs {9 
foon. <• You give me your word for it, gentle- 
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<< men, otherwire I fhould go and join my huf- 
" band/* 

During the time of dinner, they fpdce on dif- 
ferent fubjeds, and a great deal of the Emperor.* 
Tha lady extolled his talents and virtues, the emi- 
nent qualities of his heart and undcrftanding. ** In 
<* a word,'* faid (he, " he is an accomplifhed mo- 
del of a perfeft prince, and I die of curiofity ta 
fee him. . You have aflured me, gentlemen, 
he will no^ pafs for two hours,** They an- 
fweijpd again, " That they were fiire of it." ' 

Atrtength it was neceflary for them to be gone, 
and to' unravel the plot. The Emperor took ujr 
the difcourfe, and fald, "Madam, you are, very 
^* dcfiious to fee the Emperor." Oh, yes, Sir, 
•• he^is (b good a prince." ** I can, in fome 
** meafure^ fatisfy your curiofity : — ^here is a golden 
" fcufF-box vrith his piSure.*' The lady accepts 
it, and fees the portrait of the illuftrious ftranger, 
whomt flie ha$ within her houfe. Tears of joy 
and fatisfaftion run Aovm her cheeks. — A mute 
panegyric, — ^but, on that account, the more flatter- 
ing to the fufceptible heart of the Emperor. 

X. The Emperor is juftly called the Titus of 
Germany. That worthy Roman lamented having 
loft a day ; and I am told, by unqueft'onable au- 
thority,, that Jofeph II. allows no day to pafs at 
^ Vienna,, 
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Vienna, which is not diftinguiflied by fome zSi of 
bounty or humanity. 

An old Auftrian officer, who had but a (mall 
penfion that was infufficient for the demands of his 
family, came to wait on the Emperor, explained 
his indigent condition, and entreated his compaf- 
fion ; adding, ** that he had ten children alive.'* 
The Emperor, defirous to know the certainty of 
this affair, went to the officer's houfe in difguife, 
and, inftead of ten, found eleven children • *< Why 
« eleven?" " It is a poor orphan," replied the 
foldier, " that I todk into my houfe from motives 
" of charity," The Prince immediately ordered 
an hundred florins to be given to each of his chil^^ 
dren. 

XL At the houfe of Mi*. Le Moine» one of 
the beft ftatuaries in Europe, he faw a buft of the 
Countefs of Barry. He afked, whether it was 
like her, and not too flattering ? He faw like- 
wife another buft, and aflced whofe it was* Le 
Moine replied, that it was the buft of Helvetius* 
<* I am very forry," faid the Emperor, " that he 
** is dead ; I fliould have been happy to have feenj 
•< and to have converfed with him.'* 
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CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF VOIU 

TAIRE. 

RELATED BY KIR. SHERLOCK. 

T^HE Marquis cl*,Argens, of Angouleme, gave 
-*" mc a letter to M. de Voltaire, with whom 
he is intimately acquainted. Every one ^recom- 
mended by M. d'Argens is fbre to be well received 
at Femey. M. de Voltaire treated me with great 
civility. ji4y firft vifit lafted two hours, and he 
invited me to dinner the next day. Eiach day^ 
when I left him, I went to an inn, where I wrote 
down the mod remarkable things that be had faid 
to me. 

He met ine .in the hall. His nephew;, M. 
d'Homois, counfellor in the Parliament of Paris» 
held him by the arm. He faid to me, with a very 
weak voice, ** you fee a very old man, who makes 
«• a great effort to have the honour of feeing you; 

m 

" will you take a walk in my garden ? It will 
" pleafe you, for it is in the Engltfh tafte. It 
" was I who introduced that tafte into France, 
" and it is become univerfal; but the French 
" parody your gardens,— they put thirty acres, in 
" three.'* 

Frony 
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<< Here lies the mutton-eatinj; klngi 

<< Whofe promife none relies on» 
« "Who never faid a foolifli thin^, 

•< Nor never.did a wife one*." 

But, (peaking of Racine, he quoted thefe two ; 

<< The weiglky lullion of one fterling line, 

» 

*< Drawn to French wire would through whole pages (huief •** 

Sher. The EngUfli prefer Comeille to Racine, 

Vol, That is, becaufe the Englifli are not fuf- 
"^ficiently acquainted with the French tongue, to feel 
the beauties of Racine's (lyie, or the harmony of 
his verfification. Comeille ought to pleafe them 
more, becaufe he is more flriking; but Racine 
plelfes the French, becaufe he has more foftnels 
and tendernefs. 

Sher. How did you find the En^fli language ? 

Vol. Energetic, precife, and barbarous; they 
are the only nation that pronounce their A like E. 

He related an anecdote of Swift. '• Lady Car- 
" teret, wife of the Lord Lieutenant in Swift's 
*' time, faid to him, the air of this country is 
•* good.'* Swift fell down on his knees, " For 
" ,God*s fake. Madam, don't fay fo in England; 
" they will certainly tax it." 

* Lord Rochefter on King Charles II. 

'\ Lord Rofcommon*9 £flay on tranilated Verie« 

He 
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He afterwards faid, that « though he could not 
« perfeftly pronounce Englifli, his ear was fenfi- 
" ble of the harmony of their language and of 
" their verfification ; that Pope and Dryden had 
<< the moft harmony iji poetry ; Addifon in profe." 

Vol, How have you found the French ? 

Sher, Amiable and witty. I only find one 
fault with them; they imitate the Englifh too 
much. 

Vol, How \ do you think us worthy to be ori- 
ginals ourfelves ? 

Sher. Yes, Sir. 

A^/. So do I too ; but it is of your government 
that we are jealous. 

Sher. I have found the French more free than I 
expefted. 

Vol, Yes, as to walking, or eating whatever he 
pleafes, or lolling in his elbow-chair, a French- 
man is free enough ; but as to taxes Ah ! Sir, 

you are happy ; you may do any thing ; we are 
bom in flavery; and we die in flavery ; we cannot 
even die as we will, we muft have a prieft. 

Speaking of our government, he faid, " the 
" Englifti fell themfelves, which is a proof that 
** they are worth fomething. We, French; ck> 
*« not fell ourfelves, probably becaufe we are worth 
" nothing.'* 

Sher. What is your opinion of the Eloife i 

Vol. 
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Vol, It will not be read twenty years hence. 

Sher. Mademoifelle I'Enclos has written good 
letters. 

Voh She never wrote one ; they were written 
by the wretched Crebillon. 

" The Italians," he faid, " were a nation of 
" brokers; that Italy was an old wardrobe, in 
** which there were many old cloaths of exquifite 
" tafte. We are ftill,*' faid he, " to know, whe- 
" ther the fubjeds of the Pope, or of the Grand 
*• Turk, are the moft abjeft." 

Witli regard to the Englilh, he oblerved, when 
I fee an Englifhman fubtle and fond of law-fuits, 
I fay, " there is a Norman, who came in with 
•« William the Conqueror!*' When I fee a man 
good-natured and polke, " that is one who came 

" with the Plantagenets ;" ^a brutal charader, 

" that is a Dane ;" for your nation, as well as 
your language, is a medley of many others. 

After dinner, paffing through a little parlour^ 
where there was a head of Locke, another of the 
Countefs of Coventry, and feveral more, he took 

me by the. arm, and flopped me " Do you 

" know this buft*; it i? the greateft genius that 
" ever exifted. If all the geniufes of the univerfe 
*• were affembled, he (hould lead the band"** 

* 

• It was the buA of Ntwton* 

It 
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1 

It was of Newton, and of his own works, 
that he always fpoke with the greateft warmth. 

Voltaire's houfe is convenient, and well fiir- 
nifhed. Among other pidluites is the portrait of 
the Emprefs of Ruflia, and that of the King of 
Pruffia, which was fent him by that monarch, as 
was alfo his own bud in Berlin porcelain, with 
the infcription IMMORTALIS. 

His arms are on his door, and on all his plates, 
which are of filver. At the defert, the fpoons, 
forks, and blades of the knives, were of filver 
gilt. There were two courfes, and five fervants, 
three of whom were in livery^ No ft range fer- 
vant is allowed to enter. 

He fpends his time in reading, wniing, play- 
ing at chefs with father Ad^m, and in looking at 
the workmen building in his village. 

The foul of this &traordinary man has been th^ 
theatre of every ambition. He wiflied to be an 
univerfal writer ; he wilhed to be rich ; he wiihed 
to be noble ; and he has fucceeded in all. 

His laft ambition was to found a town ; and. if 
we examine, we Ihall find that all his ideas tended 
to this point. After the difgrace of M. de Choi- 
feul, when the French miniftry had laid afide the 
plan of building a town in Verfoix, in order to 
eftablifh a manufadlory there, and to undermine 
the trade of the people of Geneva, Voltaire de- 
manded 
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manded to do at Ferney, what the French go«!» 
vernment had intended to do at Verfoix. 

He embraced the moment of the diflentions in 
the republic of Geneva, and, by fair promifes, he 
engaged the exiles to take refuge with him, and 
many of the malcontents followed them thither. . 

He caufed the firft houfes to be built, and gavrtt^^ 
them for a perpetual quit-rent. He then lent iWKi:^ 
ney, by way of annuities, to thofe who woulrf 
build themfelves ; to fome on his own life, to 
others on the joint lives of himfelf and Madam 
Denis. 

His fole objedl feemed to me to have been the 
improvement of this village. That was his mo- 
tive for aflcing an exemption from taxes. That 
was the reafon, why hfc endeavoured every day to 
inveigle wojkmen from Geneva, to eflablifh there 
a manufa6lory of clock-making. I do not fay 
that he did not think of money ; but I am con- 
vinced that it was only a fecondary objeft. 

On the two days I faw him, he wore white 
cloth (hoes, white woollen (lockings, red breeches, 
with a night-gown and waiftcoat of blue linen 
flowered, and lined with yellow. He had on a 
grizzle wig widi three ties, and over it a filk 
night -cap embroidered with gold and filver. 

Twelve years ago he had his tomb built on the 
fide of his church fronting his houfe. In the 

church. 
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church, which is" fmall, there is nothing extraor- 
dinary, except over the altar, where there is a (in- 
gle figure in gilt wood, without a crofs. It is 
faid to be himfelf : for it is pretended that he al- 
ways had an idea of founding a religion. 



ANECDOTES OF THE EARL OF 
MANSFIELD. * 

I, A Catholic Prieft was profecuted in the 
■^^ court of King's Bench for having laid 
mafs. Many v/itncfles appeared againft hinu 
Lord Mansfield, who prefided then in that court, 
faid to the informer, the principal witncfs : " You 
** are fure that this man is a popilh prieft, and 
" that he faid mafs?" — ^The man anfwered, 
" Yes." The judge replied, " You know then 
" what a mafs isr" — The witnefs was confufcd 
and filent. Lord Mansfield, then addrefling the 
jury, faid, " To find this man guilty, you muft 
have full proof that he faid mafs ; and it muft 
be proved to you, that it was the mafs which 
this man faid, when die witnefles faw him per- 
forming a£ls, which they took to be the mafs. 
You muft judge for yourfelves, whether your 

" confcience 
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« 

« confcience is entirely fatisfied on this point/* 
The jury a(ked the witnefles, and afked each 
other, what were tifc ceremonies that conftituted a 
snafs ; and not being able to obtain a iatisfa£toiy 
anfwer, they acquitted the prifonier, ^ 

What a happinefs to meet with fo wife a judge! 
But it is an unfortunate . circumflance, when a 
judge is obliged to be wifer and more humane 
than the law. 

II. The following anecdote is more interefting 
ftill ; for, in exhibiting a new proof of the wif- 
dom and fuperior intelligence of lord Mansfield, it 
throws fome light on the fpirit of the multitude in 
general, and particularly on the charafter of the 
Englifh people, when even in their paffions they 
are fpoken to in the name of the law. 

This great magiftrate being in one of the court- 
ties, on the circuit, a poor woman was indidled 
for witchcraft. The inhabitants of the place 
were exafperated againft her. Some witnefles de- 
pofed, that they had feen her walk in the air, with 
her feet upwards and her head downwards. Lord 
Mansfield heard the evidence with great tranquil- 
lity, and perceiving the temper of the people, 
whom it would not have been prudent to irritate, 
he dius addreffed them : " I do not doubt that 
** this woman has walked in the air, with her 
** feet upwards, fmce you have all feen it j but 

. fhe 
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" (he has the honour to be bom in England, as 
'* well as you and I , and, confequcntlyf cannot 
" be judged but by the laws of the country, nor 
« puniflicd but in proportion as fhe has violated 
" them. Now I know not one law that forbids 
" walking in the air with the feet upxvards. We 
•* have all a right to do it wii!i impunity. I fee 
** no rcafon, therefore, for this profecution; and 
** this po'-jr woman may return home when fhe 
'« pkafcs.' Tliis fpeech had its proper ttkA. It 
appeafcd the auditory, and the woman retired from 
the court without moleftation. 



ANECDOTES OF PETER THE GREAT. 



I. TJETER was no more than twenty-fiw 
-^ years of age, when he was fcized with an 
inflammatoFy fever, which brought him to the 
t>rink of the grave. The conftcrnation was ge- 
neral ; and public prayers for his recovery were 
made in all the churches. In thcfe alarming: cir- 
cumftances, the chief judge came to his majefty, 
according to an ancient cuftom, and enquired 
whether it would not be proper to give liberty to 
nine nudeia£tors, who had been condemned for 

murders 






( 23 ) 

murders and highway robberies, in order that tholo^ 
criminals might addrefs their prayers to heaven for 
his recovery. The Czar commanded the judge to 
read aloud the heads of the accufations againft thofe 
men. The judge obeyed ; and when he had fi- 
nifhed, th# Czar, with a weak and faultering 
voice, thus addreifed him: «' Doft thou think, 
" that in granting impunity to thefe wretches, 
** and impeding the courfe of juftice, I (hould do 
*« a good aftion, and that God, to reward it, would 
*' prefer the prayers of murderers and wicked 
" men, that have forgotten even Htm? Go, I 
<• command thee, and execute, to-morrow, the 
.** fentence pronounced upon thefe criminals ; and 
•* if any thing can obtain from heaven the refto- 
" ration of my health, I hope it will be tit^is adl 
" of juftice !" , ' 

The orders of the Czar were executed. His 
health grew better every day ; and, in a little time, 
he was perfectly recovered. 

II. The Czar was perfuaded that true great- 
nefs did not confift in magnificence and oftenta- 
tion. He confidered the prodigality of cer'a'n 
cQurts as a very great evil ; and he would obferve 
that there was not a country in the world, in 
which thefe fuperfluous expences might not i be 
employed to the comfort of the people, and in aug- 
menting the power of the ftate. 

Oae 
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One day, William the Third, King of Eng- 
land, having aiked him how he liked London*-> 
«• Extremely well," anfwered the Czar. " I 
«« have been particularly pleafcd to fee a fimpli- 
*« city, neatncfs, and modefty of drefs, in the 
^' richeft nation of Europe." 

III. Peter was not only occupied in works of 
great public utility, but he confulted alfo the plea^ 
Aires of the people he fubdued. When he had 
taken Revel, in Eflonia, he made fome laige gar- 
dens as a public walk for the inhabitants. When 
thefe gardens were finiflied, he went to fee them, 
but, to his great furprize, found nobody in them. 
He enquired the reafon of the centinel at the gate : 
" Becai'fe," anfwered the foldier, " we permit 
•< no one to enter.*' " How fo !" returned the 
angry Czar. " What blockhead has given you 
" thefe ordj^rs?*' " Our officers." " And what 
** folly is this?" Do thcfe fellows ima^vnc, that 
" I have made ihefe gardens, at fuch a vaft ex- 
'* pence, for myfclf alone, and not for the pleafurc . 
** of the whole city ? " 

IV. Peter the Great caufed many tbrcign 
books to be tranflaled into the Ruffian biiguagc, 
and among others, " PufFtnrlorf' ^.. o/i'idtion to 
** the Knowledge of the Stat'.? .^ I'.uiopc." A 
monk, to whom the tranflaw(.ii ■. . this book was 
committed, prefented it, fome time after, to the 

EiDpcior, 
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Emperor, who, turning over the leaves, changed 
countenance at one particular chapter, and turning 
to the monk, with an indignant air: " Fool,** 
faid he, " what ^did I order thee to do ? Is this a 
<* tranflation?" Then, referring to the original, 
he fliewed him a paragraph, in which the author 
had fpoke with great afperity of the Ruffians, and 
and which the tranflator had^ omitted. *« Go, in- 
«• ftantly," faid he^ " and acecute my orders ri- 
'* gidly. It^ is not to flatter my fubjefts that I 
** have this book tranflated and printed, but to in- 
<< ftruft and reform them." 

V. Notwithftanding the violence of his temper, 
Peter had a humane and feeling heart. He ever- 
evinced the greateft efteem ami veneration for 
Charles the Twelfth, and (hed tears when he was 
informed of his death. He retired to wipe them 
away, and returning, exclaimed, " Ah ! my dear 
*• Charles, how I pity thee !'* 

VI. On his firft vifit to London, the day after 
having fpent the whole morning in examining the 
magnificent hofpital at Greenwich, he repaired to 
St. James's, to dine with King William. The 
latter alked him how he liked the hofpital ? M I 
" like it fo well," anfwered the Czar, " that if 
«« I were to advife your Majclly, it would be to 
♦« make it the refidence of the court, and not to 
" give up this palace to the fujlors," 

C VIU 
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-' VII. The Czar, contnuy to the cuftom of 
other princes, kept no huntfmen. He had ver* 
durers to attend, not to the prefervation of the 
game, but of his oaks. So far from taking any 
delight in hunting, he could not bear the idea of 
what the poor animals mud fufller. Being at a 
country houfe, in the province of Mofcow, a 
neighbouring gentleman, who was a great fportf- 
man, thought to oblige his Majefty much by in- 
viting him to a hunting party. The monarch 
thanked him with politenefs, but declined the 
oflffer. " Hunt, gentlemen," faid he, " hunt as 

much as you pleafe. Make war upon wild 

beafts. For my part, I cannot amufe myfdf 
< that way, while I have enemies abroad to fight, 

and obflinate and untra^able fubjeds at home 

to reform.*' 

Vni. The Czar loft his fon, whom the Em- 
prefs Catherine brought him in 1 714, in the 
twentieth year of his age. His forrow on this oc- 
cafion was fo violent, that he not only flieii a tor- 
rent of tears, but fell into a dangerous ftate of de- 
fpondency, which might have had ferious confe- 
quences, if the tender folicitiideof hisconfort, and 
die wifdom of Prince Dolgoroukow, had not 
found means to recover him from his ftupor. 

He had flmt himfelf up in his clofet, and re- 
fufcd admittance to every one for three days and 

nights* 
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nights. During all this time he remained ftretdiei 
out on a couchy without eating or drinking* Nj^' ' 
thing was- capable of drawing him from his Jv 
tirement ; all public bufmefs was fufpended ; dm 
letters and reprefentations of his generals did not 
reach the fovereign: and the war, then at its 
bei^ty was carried on without a plan, and almoft 
without any determined obje£t. The fenate, the 
admiraltyy and board of war, no longer knew 
what they were about ; and a gl<|pAy iilence pre^ 
vailed throu^KHit the court. Catharine alone^ ^"^ 
notwithftanding her own aiSi^iiony grew alarmed 
at the exceffive grief of her hu(band, and the fatal 
confequences it might produce. 

It was in vain that (he knocked at the door oC 
his clofet, and called to him : he would anlwer no 
one, not even her. She retired weeping, not 
knowing what to think of his fituation. Necef- 
fity, however, and her genius, fumiflicd her with 
an expedient to make her way into his apartment. 

She fent during the night /or the fenator Dot- 
goroukow, who was much efteemed and refpeded 
by the Czar. She reprefented to him the danger 
to which herfelf and the whole empire were ex*-* 
pofed by the fituation of the Emperor, and begged 
him to devife fome means of faving the (late, by 
drawing her hu(band from the retlscinent in which 
he had buried bimfdf. 

C a f^ 
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At his return home, Dolgoroukow fent a fealed 
order, in the name of the Emprefs, requiring the 
fiSiators to meet the following day. He pointed 
6ut to them the critical fituation of the (late, and 
the defire of the Czarina, — begged them to find 
out means to put an end to the Czar's defponden* 
cy, — and for that purppfe requefled them to ac- 
<:ompany him to court. - 

The fenate, approving his ideas, repaired to the 
door of the Emperor's clofet. Dolgoroukow 
knocked, but obtained no anfwer. He knocked 
again flill louder, called the Czar, and told him 
that Dolgoroukow was there, with the whole fe- 
nate affembled, to communicate to him affairs of 
the utmoft importance. Peter rifmg and approach- 
ing the door, the fenator called to him in a ftill 
louder voice, and alTured him that there was no 
time to lofe ; — that he mufl abfolutely open the 
door, or that they fhould be obliged to break it 
open, and to take --him out of his apartment by 
force, as the only means to preferve his crown. 

On hearing this, the Czar opened the door, 
and feemed furprized at feeing the whole fenate 
alTembled. " What -is the matter?" faid he. 
" Why do ye come to difturb my repofer" 

*« Becaufe your retirement," replied Dolgo- 
roukow, " and your exceffive and ufelefs forrow, 
*< are the caufe of the diforder that prevails in the 

** ftatei — 
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«• ftatc ; — are the reafon thatathoufand favourable 
•* trircumftances are loft to your country ; — ^that the 
'* war, as well by fea as land, is no longer to dw 
•* advantage; — that commerce no longer flou- 
<^ riffles ; — and that our enemies take courage^ 
** and threaten the empire," 

Thefe remonftrances ftruck the Emperor^ wha 
promifed to baniffi his grief, and appear in the fe- 
natc the following day. He alfo went with them 
to the Czarina, to whom, after embracing ten- 
derly, he faid, «• We have affli£ted ourfclves 
** enough; let us no longer murmur agaiiift the 
" will of God." 

He kept the fenate to dinner, and, recovering 
his fpirits by degrees, returned to his former occu- 
pations, and the following day went as ufual to 
the fenate and admiralty. 

IX. The circumftanc«s which led to the death 
of this illuftrious Prince are but little known » 
They were fomewhat fimilar to thofe which cx:- 
cafioned the lofs of the excellent prince Leopokt 
of Brunfwick. The Czar had jvft recpyered from 
a very dangerous indifpofition, when he undertook 
a voyage down the Neva* in order tp. infpedl tlii? 
progrefs of a. new canal. A cutter, with fevcral 
foldiers on board, ftruck on the iands.at fame dif* 
tance, and the vefTel, which he immediately dip> 
patched to their relief, grounding alibi the C^af* 
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impatient of the delay, jumped into the fea up to 
his knees, notwithilanding the waves were very 
boiderous, and, by his own exertion and example^ 
extricated the foldiers from their perilous fituation. 
He had them conveyed to the houfes of fome pca- 
fants on the fhore, where they were treated with 
all the tendemefs of humanity. The next day 
the Czar was feized with a violent fever, attended 
with an inilanunation in the bowels. He was im« 
mediately conveyed to Pcterlburgh, and after a 
painful illnefs of two months, expired on the 25th 
of January 1725. 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF PETER 

THE GREAT, 

RELATED BY MR. COXE. 

TN the cathedral of St. Peter and Paul, in Petcrf^ 
burgh, are depofited the remains of Pctar the 
Great, and of all the fucceffive fovereighs, ex- 
cepting thofe of Peter II. buried at Mofcow, and 
of the late unfortunate Peter III. interred in the 
convent of St. Alexander Ncwflci. The tombs 
are of marble, and in the (hape of a fquare coifin ; 
audi one only exceptedj have an in(cription in the 

Ruffian 
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Ruffian ^tongue. When I faw them, they were 
covered with gold brocade, bordered with (ilver 
lace and ermine. 

I viewed, not without a peculiar kind of vene* 
ration and awe, the fepulchre which contains the 
body of Peter I. who founded the greatnefs of the 
Ruffian empire ; the ftemnefs, or rather ferocity, 
of whofe difjpofition, neither fpared age nor fex» 
nor the dearefl connections ; and who yet, with a 
ftrong degree of compundion, was accuftomed to 
fay of himfelf, ** I can reform my people, but I 
** cannot reform myfelf/' A royal hillorian has 
juftly obferved of Peter, that he covered the cruel* 
ties of a tyrant by the virtues of a legiflator*. 
We muft readily allow, that he confiderably re- 
formed and civilized his fubje£ts ; that he created 
a new navy ; that he new-modelled and difciplin- 
ea his army; that he promoted the arts and 
fciences, s^culture and commerce ; and laid the 
foundation of that glory which Ruffia has fmcc 
attained. But, ind&Kl of crying out in the laa« 
guage of paneyyric, 

<< Enibdce, An I hie w maximut UbI nihU dsboit t 
M Exulta, NatUFi 1 hoc ftupcDdium tumn eA. 

BlttOi, Art ! this hero owed thee nothing : 
Bsultf Nature ! for this prodigy U all thy own. ^ 

Goa'DOM*ft LirK or Ftrwtu 

• Hid. d« la Maiibn de Brandebouis* 

C4 Wtf 



( 32 ) 

We may, on the contrary, venture to regret, 
that he was not taught the leflbns of humanity ; 
that his fublime and unruly genius was not con-* 
troiiled and improved by proper culture \ nor his 
favage nature correded and foftened by the re- 
finements of art. And if Peter failed in enlighten- 
ing the mafs of his fubje£ls as much as he wiihed, 
the failure was principally occafioned by his own 
precipitate temper ; by the chimerical idea of in- 
troducing the arts and fciences by force ; and of 
pcrfcrming in a moment what can only be the 
gradual work of time ; by violating the eftabliflied 
cuftoms of his people ; and, in contradiSion to 
the dl6tates of found policy, requiring an inmie-^ 
diate facrifice of tbofe prejudices which had been 
fan6lified by ages. In a word, his failure was the 
failure of a fuperior genius wandering without a 
guide ; and the greateft euloghim we can juftly 
offer xo his extraordinary charafter, is to allow 
that his virtues were his own, and his defers, 
thofe of his aiucation and country^ 
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BON MOT OF LOU;S XV^ 

TT is dangerous to have a quarrel with a wiu 
On the death of Cardinal Fleury, the Royal 
Academicians wifhed that Voltaire aright fc«~ 
ceed him as a member of that Society,. Tffffi 
ancient Biihop of Mirepoixri^^pofed VpltaiiTJt' jpH 
der a pretence, that it would be on offence to GSd^ 
ihould a proiane perfoD» like him^ iucce^d a C^^ 
dinaL 

Mirepoix was a dull bigot, and Voltaire tOD^ 
all opportunities to laugh at his ahfurdities. The 
Bifhop ufuaUy figned his letters Anc. Eveque^ &<* 
Voltaire always read Ane, or Aft, for Ancien» or 
Ancient^ and this joke pafled from Paris to his cor- 
refpondents in the courts abroad^ Mirepoix loQpi 
heard of his nickname, and complained bitterly tp. 
the King that he was laughed at for a foe! in fq^ 
reign courts^ "Oh!** faid Louis, " that is ^^ 
" matter quite fettled, and you muft let it paS^ -^^^ 
•« my LordJ' 
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SON MOT OF DR. ROSE. 



KBLATID BT DB. RUTHERFORD* 



TT was an annual cuftom with Dr. Johnlbn^ 
^ bookfelier (whofe name I have forgot) to in* 
vite his authors to dine With him ; and. it vras 
upon this occafion diat Dr. Johnfon, and Dr. 
Rofe of Chifwick, met, when the foUowing dif- 
pute happened between them on the pre-eminenqr 
of the Scotch and Engliih writers. 

In the courfe of converfation Dr. Warburton's 
name was mentioned, when Dr. Rofe obferved 
what a proud imperious perfon he was. Dr. 
Johnfon anfwered, ** Sir, fo he was; but he 
** pofTcfred more learning than has' been im* 
" ported from Scotland (ince the days of Bu* 
*• chanan." 

Dr. Rofe, after enumerating a great many 
Scotch authors, (which Johnfon- treated widi con- 
tempt,) faid, " What think you of David Hume^ 
a Sir?''—" Ha! a deiftical fcribbling fellow.'* 

liofe. <« Well, be it fo ; but what fay you to 
" Lord Bute?" 

Johnjon. (With a furly wow, wow !) " I did 
«^ not know that he ever wrote any thing." 
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Rofif, " No! I think he has wrfttfen one fine 
'* that had Outdone any thing that .Shakefpeare^pt 
'• Milton, or any one elfe ever wrote.' 

yohnfon. ** Pray what was that> Sir?' 

Rofe, *♦ It was when he wrote an order for 
^ your penfion, Sir." 

Johnfon, quite confounded, replied, •♦ Why» 
*« that was a very fine line to be (lire. Sir." 

Upon which the reft of the company got up 
and laughed, and hallooed, til! the whole room 
was 4n a roar. 



BONS MOTS OF LOUIS XIV. AND 

WILLIAM III. 

RELATED BY SIR J. DALRYMPLE. 

I. T OUIS XIV. was told that Lord Stair was 
"^ one of the bed bred men in Europe. I 
fhall foon put that to the ted, faid the King; 
and aiking Lord Stair to take an airing with him» 
as ifoon as the door was opened, he bade him pafs 
and. go in. The other bowed, and obeyed. The 
King faid, *^ The world is in the right in th<S 
^ charader it gives. Another perfon would have 
M troubled me with ceremony.^* 

C6 U. 
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II. King William having invited the Earf of 
Pembroke to one of his parties^ was told that his 
Lordfhip was quarrelfome in his cups. He 
laughed and faid, he would defy any man to 
quarrel with him, as long as he could make the 
bottle go round. What was foretold, however, 
happened ; and Lord Pembroke was carried from 
the room and put to bed. When told the next 
morning what, he had done, he haftened to the 
palace, and threw himfelf upon his knee. " Nq 
" apologies," faid the King; «• I was told you 
«' h^d no fault in die world but one, and I am 
" glad to find it is true, for I do not like your 
*< faultlefs people." Then taking him by the 
hand, he added, " Make not yourfelf uneafy. 
" Thefe accidents, over a bottle, are nothing 
" among friends.'* 



BONS MOTS OF CHARGES II. SAN^ 

TEUIL, COUNT MUNICH, AND. 

OTHERS. 

« 
I. XT' ING Charles II. being prevailed upon by 
"''^ one of his courtiers to knight a very 
worthlefs fellow, w^hen he was goiRg to lay his 

fwoi4 
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fword upon his fhoulder, our new knight irevr 
back, and hung down his head, as if out of counr- 
tenance ; " Don't be afliamed," fays the King, 
•< I have the greateft reafon to be fo." 

II. Santeuil, a celebrated writer of L^tin 
hymns^j in France, during the lall century, hav- 
ing once a confeflional drefs on, a lady, who took 
him for a confeffbr, fell upon her knees, and re- 
counted all her fins. The poet muttered fome- 
thing to himfelf. The penitent,* thinking he was 
reproaching her for her wickednefs, haftcned the 
conclufion of her confeffion ; and when fhe founrf 
the confefTor quite filent, (he then afked him for 
abfolution. " What! do you take me for a 
" prieftr" faid Santeuil.—" Why then,*' faid 
the lady, quite alarmed, " did you liften to me :'* 
— " And Xvhy," replied Santeuil, " did youfpeak 
" tome?"-^" ril this inftant go and cpmplain 
" to your prior,** faid the enraged female." — ► • 
** And I,*' faid the poet, " will go to your huC- 
" band, and give him a^foll account of your coa- 
" duft.** 

III. Count Munich, prinle minifter of Ruffia^ 
was condemned to fufFer death by the Emprefs 
Elizabeth, but received a pardon on the fcafibld ; 
and, inftead of being beh'jaded^ was baiiilhed inta 
Siberiac 

O 
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On the acceffion of Peter III. he was relieved 
from his captivity ; and, after an exile of twenty* 
five years, was reftored to his fonner honours* 

Soon after his return to St. Peterfbprgh, a per* 
fon who had malicioufly informed againll the of* 
ficer who had (hewn him much attention in Si-> 
beria, fought an early opportunity of waiting upon 
him, tlincw himfelf at his feet, and craved his 
forgivenefs. " Go," faid the old man, " were 
<* my heart like yours, perhaps I might fcek for 
*< revenge ; but as I am out of your reach, you 
•' have no reafon to be afraid." 

IV. An anecdote of the fame kind is related 
of the Emperor Adrian. After his elevation to 
the imperial dignity, meeting a perfon who had 
formerly been his moft inveterate enemy : ** My 
** good friend," cried he, " you have efcaped, for 
** I am Emperor." 

V. A gentleman in King Charles the Second's 
time, who had paid a tedious attendance at court 
in foliciting a place, and after a thoufand promifes 
feemed as far off as ever, at lail refolved to fee the 
King himfelf. 

Being introduced, he told his Majefty what pre- 
tenfions he had to his favour, and afked for a place 
juft then vacant. The King hearing his (lory; 
told him the place was juil given away. Upon this 

the 



( 39 ) 

the gentleman» making a very lowobeifance to the 
King, thanked him feverar times. The King, 
obferving what (ingular marks of gratitude he 
fhewed, called him again, and aiked why he thank* 
ed him in fo extraordinary a manner, when he 
had denied his fuit. ** I did it for that very 
" reafon, if \t pleafe your Majefty," replied the 
gentleman : " Your courtiers have kept me here 
** thefe two years, and gave me a thoufand put-o 
" offs; but your Majefty has faved me all that 
" ^trouble, and gracioufly given inc an anfwer at 
•' once." — «« Thou art a good fellow/' fays the 
King : ** Thou (halt have the place for thy down- 
<« right honefly." 

VI. A few days after the RyeJioufe Plot, 
Charles II. was walking in St. James's-park, 
without guards or attendants ; the Duke of York 
afterwards remonftrated with him on riie imprud- 
ence of his conduft. " Take care <rf yourfelf, 

brother James," replied the King : «* Don't 
make yourfelf uneafy about me ; for no maa 
*' will kill me^ to make you king." 

VII. When Dr. Swift ufed to appear in pub-^. 
lie, he generally had the mob fliouting in his train. 
" Pox take the fools !". he would fay, " how much 
" joy might all this bawling give my Loid 
«« Mayor." 
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ANECDOTES OF., DR. YOUNG. 

• 

I. A S the Do£lor was walking in his fftden^ 

"*^ ^ at Wdwyn, in company with two ladies^ 

6ne of whom he afterwards married, the fervam 

came to tell him a gentleman wifhed to fpeak 

with ikirn. " Tell him/* /ays the Dodor^ " I 

>< am too happily engaged to change my fituai- 

•r tion/' The ladies infifled that he ihouU go» 

:'as his viiitor was a man of ,rank» his patito, and 

hi3 friend. As.perf^aAon9 however had no dkOt, 

.one took him by the, .right, arm, the other by the 

left, and led him to the garden-gate ; when, find» 

refidance was vain, he bowed, laid his hand upon 

his heart, and, in that expreffive manner for which 

he was fo remarkable, fpoke the following lines :--^ 



** -Thus Adam looked wfwp fix>m the garden driTCB^ . 
^ And thus difputed orders lent from Heaven* 
« Like him, 1 go $ but yet to go am loth i ^ 

^ «< Like him I go, for angds drove at botlr. 
« Hard was his fate; but mme ftill more unking: 
« His Eve v^nt with him } bnfe mine days behiadJ* 



1. 



II. The ftrongeft tint in the complexion ci' 
the human charaAer,. may be fbnietimes formed 
l>y a circumdance or eVent, apparently cafuaf ; 
which by forcibly imprefling the mind, produces. . 

a laffiuD^f '; 
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a lading aflbciation that gives an uniform direc- 
tion to the efforts of the undcrftanding, and the 
feelings o( the hearty 

Dr. Young's poem, entitled, " The Night 
'*• Thoughts," contains the tendereft touches of 
nature and paffion, and the fublimeft truths of mo- 
lality and religion, intermixed with frivolous con- 
ceits, turgid obfcurities, and gloomy views of hu- 
man life. It was written under the recent pref- 
fure of forrow for the lofs of his wife, and of a fon 
and daughter-in-law, whom he loved . with pater- 
nal tendernefs. Thefe feveral events happened^ 
within the (hort period of three months, as ap- 
pears from the following apoflrophe to Death :— ^ 

« Irifatiate archor! could not om fiiffice ? 

** Thy ihaft flew tbrlci $ and thrice my peace was flain i . 

** And tbricti-^^tx tbric yon moon had ^'d hpr horns.** 

But though time alleviated this didrefs, his 
mind acquired from it a tiil<5lure of melancholy, 
which continued through life, and cad a fabk 
hue on his very amufements. He had an alcove 
in his garden, fo painted as to feem, at a didancci 
furnifhed with a bench or feat, which invited to 
repofe; and when upon a nearex approach the 
deception was perceived, this motto, at the fame 
time prcfented itfclf to the eye : — 
.4 . " Inviftbilm 
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^ Invifibitia non deeipiunt,^ 

« The thing} unleen do not deodve ut.** 

III. The following witty alliifion bears die 
marks of a fimilar turn of tliougiit. The DoAor 
paid a vifit to Archbifliop Potter's fon, then Rec- 
tor of Chiddingrtonc, near Tunbridge. This gen- 
tleman liv^ed in a country where the roads were 
deep and miry ; and when Dr. Young, after (bme 
danger and difHculty, arrived at his houfe, he en- 
quired, " Whofe field is that which I have crofl^ 
" ed?" — '* It is mine/* anfwered his friend.—- 
" True," faid the Poet, " Potter's field, to Inuy 
•* ftrangers in." 



BON MOT OF A CLOWN. 

RELATED BY LORP SHAFTESBURT/ 

■ 

A Clown once took a fancy to hear the Latin 
^^^ difputes of dodors at an nniverfity. He 
\yas afked what pleafure he could take in viewing 
fuch combatants, when he could never know fa 
much as which of the parties had the better. 
** For that matter," replied the Clown, " I aVt 
** fuch a fool neither, but I can fee who*s the 
<< firft that puts t'other in a pailion." 

Natiue- 
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Nature herfelf didated this leflbn to the Clown^ 
that he who had the better of the argument woukl 
be eafy and well-humoured; but he who was 
imabk to fupport his caufe by rcafon, would na« 
turally lofe his temper and grow violent. 



. ANECDOTE CONCERNING DRYDEN. 

ly yTR. Dryden happening to pafs an evening in 
- '^^A company with the Duke of Buckingham, 
the earl of Rocheft^r, Lord Dorfet, and fome 
others of the firft diftindlion and reputation for 
genius> the converfation turned upon literary fub- 
jcGts ; fuch as the finenefs of compolition, the 
harmony of numbers, the beauties of invention, 
die fmoothncfs and eleganec of (lile, &c. 

After fome debate, it was finally screed that 
each perfon prefent ibould write fomething upon 
whatever fubje6t chanced to ftrike the imaglna^^ 
lion, and place it under the candleftick.y 

Mr. Dryden was excepted againft in every r©-> 
Ipeft, but as a judge of the whole. Of couifo 
tftat ofKce was afligned to him. 

Some of the company were at more than ordi- 
fiary pains to out-rival each other. The man 
snoft tranquil and unconcerned was Lord Dorfet 

wiio 
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"whOf with much eafe and coaqpofure, vory oocdly 
wrote two or three lines, and carelefdy threw timiii 
in the place agreed upon ^ and when the reft had 
done fa by theirs, the arbiter opened the I^mfcs of 
their deftiny, •• . '■ .i* 

In going •through the whde, he dilcovend^ 
ftrong marks of pleafure and (ads&dion ; but at 
one, in particular, he difcovered the md!t boUnd* 
lefs rapttire. " I muft ackn9wledge," (ays DfyBea, 
'* that there are abundance of fine things in my 
« handS| and fuch as do hpnour to the perfimaget 
'<' whb wrote them ; but I aini under an iiidi£> 
^' peniible neceflity of giving the hig^ieft prefereops 
<' to Lord Dorfet. I mu^ requeft you will heair 
** it yourfelves, gentlemen, and I believe each*- * 
*' and every one of you, mil wpfiove i^Jodgo- 

"ment." '.".:. 

I promife to pej to John Drydm^ Eff. 4^..9r)iir^. 
on demand^ the fum of five hundred f^uftds. ... 

'< I muft confels," continued Diyden», *< tW ' ',^ 
** I am equ^y changed with thp ftile and tbeful^* ^_ 

je&; and I flatter myfdf, gentlemen, that I 
(land in need of no arguments to induce you to 

join with me in opinion againft yourfdveSi^ >« 
** This, kind of writing exceeds any other, whe*- 
*• ther ancient or modern. It is not the eflencej^ ^. 
<* but the quinteflepce of language) and ijit pk ^^ 
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*« h€t, reafon and argument furpaffing every 
"thing/* 

The company all readily concurred with the 
bard, and each perfon prefent was forward to ex- 
>prefs a due admiration of his Lord^ip's penetra* 
tion, folid judgment, and fuperior abilities, with 
which, it is probable, Mr. Dryden, that great 
judge uponfuch occajions^ was ftill more thoroughly 
^tisfied than any of the company. 



SINGULAR ANECDOTES OF CHARLES 
XIL OF SWEDEN. 

RELATED BY COUNT ALGAROTTI, 

L /COURAGE and inflexible conftancy formed 
^^ the bafis of this Monarch's charadler. In 
his tendered years he gave inftances of both. 
When he was yet fcarce feven years old, being at 
dinner with the Queen his mother, and intending 
to give a bit of bread to a great dog he was fond 
of, this hungry animal fnapt too greedily at the 
morfel, and bit his hand in a terrible manner. 
The wound bled copioufly ; but our young hero, 
without offering to cry, or to take the leaft notice 
©f his misfortune, endeavoured to conceal what 

had 
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had happened, left his dog (hoiild be brou^t into 
trouble, and wrapped his bloody hand in the nap* 
kin. 

The Queen perceiving that he did not eat, aflnd 
him the reafon. He contented himfelf with rqdy- 
ing, " I thank you, madam, I am not hungiy.** 

They thought that he was taken ill, and fo le* 
peated their folicitations. But all was in vain, tho* 
the poor child was already grown pale with the 
k)fs of blood. An officer, who attended at table, 
at laft perceived it ; for Charles would (boner have 
died than betrayed his dog, as he knew be in* 
tended no injury. 

II. At another time, when he had the fmatl- 
pox, and his cafe appeared dangerous, he grew 
one day very uneafy in his bed, and a gentleman^ 
who watched him, defirous of covering hiin up 
clofe, received from the patient a violent box on 
his ear. Some hours after, obferving the Prince* 
more calm, he intreated to know how he had in- 
curred his difpleafure, or what he had done to ' 
have merited a blow. " A blow," replied Charles, 
" I don't remember any thing of it. I remem- 
** her, indeed, that I thought myfelf in the battle 
** of Arbela, fighting for Darius, where I gave 
** Alexander a blow which brought him to the 
*• ground." 

III. Charks 
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III. Charks, who fomedraes traverfed the 
greateft part of his kingdorxi without any at- 
tendants, in one of his rapid courfes, once under* 
went an adventure Angular enough. Riding poft 
one day, all alone, he had the misfortune to have 
his horfe fall dead under him. This might have 
embarafled an ordinary man, but it gave Charles 
no fcHt of uneafinefs. Sure of finding another 
horfe ; but not equally fo of meeting with a good 
faddle and.piilols, he ungirds his horfe, claps the 
whdie equipage on his own back, and thus ac- 
coutred, marches on to the next inn, which, by 
good fortune, was not far ofr. 

Entering the ftable, he here found a horfe en- 
tirely to his mind ; fo, without farther ceremony, 
he clapped on his faddle and houfing with great 
compofure, and was juft going to mount, when 
the gentleman who owned the horfe was ap- 
prifed of a (banger's going to fteal his property 
out of the (table. 

Upon a(king the King, whom he had never 
feen. bluntly, how he prefumed to meddle with 
his horfe, Charles coolly replied, fqueezing in his 
lips, which was his ufual cuftom, " I took the 
** horfe, becaufe I wanted one; for you fee," 
continued he, *^ if I have none, I (hall be obliged 
" to carry the faddle myfelf." ^ 

This 
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This anfwer did not feem at all fatisfafloiy to 
the gentleman, who inftantly drew his fwt)rd. In 
this the King was not much behind hand with 
him ; and to it they were going, when the guards 
by this time came up, and teftified that furprife 
which was natural, to fee arms in the haiids of a 
fubjeft againft his King. 

Imagine whether the gentleman was lefs fur- 
prifed than they, at his unpremeditated difobedi* 
ence." His aftoniftiment, however, was foon dif- 
fipated by the King, who, taking him by the hand, 
faid, " Thou art a brave fellow, and I will take 
*« care thou (halt be provided for," 

This promife was afterwards fulfilled ; for the 
King niade him a captain. 

IV. A certain particular, in the anecdotes of 
Charles's life, is worthy to be known, which is, 
that he fometimes recommended to the chaplains 
of his army, in the fcrmons which, among the 
Lutherans, are preached to the foldiers, to take 
the following text : 

** Manet e in vocaiione, In qua vocati ejiis,^ 
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''^IflEW ANECDOTES OE HENRY IV. 
KING OF FRANCE. " 

/ 

TRANSLATED FROM THE FRENCH, A. D. I'^^'J* 

I. TPHE ignorance of thofe whofe fituation re- 
quired them to be othenvife, fliocked 
Henry greatly. He"" rallied them with kcenoefs, 
and no lefs fpared thofe who afFefted ill placed 
knowledge. He did not approve that the Cardi*^ 
nal de Bourbon, of whofe theological knowledge 
he had no high opinion, fhould aflift at th« af- 
fembly of the bifliops, appointed to inftruft: 
<* Coufin," faid he to him, " if this bufinefs was 
" to be determined between us two, although I 
, ** am no great divine, and you are a Cardinal, I 
** ftiould not be afraid to enter the lifts with you, 
** and perhaps the vi^ftory would at leaft remain 
<• doubtful. But let us leave it to thefe gentle- 
<* men, who know more of the matter than either 
<* you or I." 

n. One of Henry's taylors, all on a fudden, 
turned lawyer, and being advifed to prefent the 
King with a book filled with regulations and 
fchemes, which, he pretended, were neceflary for 
the good of the nation ; Henry took it, and ha^* 
ing read a few pages, which fully difclofed the 

D ^^n 
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folly of its author : " Friend," fays he to ona^^f 
his valets, " go' and fering hither my chancSor, 
<• to take meafure^of me for a fuit of clothes, 
*< fmce here is my taylor wanting to make ' 
«' laws." 

III. But he difguifed his reproaches with a > 
kind indulgence, and even corredled by a delicate 
method of praifing, with regard to thofe who had, 
in other refpedls, good fenfe and ufeful' talents. 
He would, laughing, fay fometimes, " With my 
" conftable, who knows not how to write, and 
<* my chancellor, who docs not underftand Latin, 
** there is nothing that* I am not able tp under- 
«' take." 

IV. Henry read with pleafure every thing that 
was publifhed concerning his operations, for un- 
der his reign, every one enjoyed free liberty bf 
fpeaking, writing, and printing ; and truth, which 
he fought after every where, came in her turn, even 
to the throne to feek him. The greatefl: compli- 
ment which can be paid to kings, is to believe 
them worthy to attend to her voice. Unhappy 
jnuft that reign be, where the hiftory of it is oblig- 
ed to conceal its author. L'Etoile relates, that 
Henry having read the book called the Anti-Sol-' 
dier^ a(ked his fecretary of flate, Villeroy, if he 
had feen this work, and upon his replying in the 
negative : " It is right you fliould fee it,".fakl he, 

'* for 
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itfor It is a book which lakes ivto finely 16 ta/k ; 
••out is (lill more fevcre on you." 
. V. He was dcfired to punifli an author who 
liad written fome free fatires on the court: ** It' 
** would be agatnft my cx)nfcicnce/' fuid this good 
Prince, '' to trouble an hor.eft man for liaving told' 
*f the truth/* 

VI. Henry fomctimes took the liberty of laugh- 
ing at pedants ; he hated cold and prolix preachers, 
and did not love tridcrs. One day, feeing a bad' 
poet pafs by in a coach and fix, cm his return' 
from Savoy, where he had made a fortune ; «* Ne- 
** vcr,'* f;iidhe fuiiling, •* would this man havcgot» 
*• furh a fine eqiiipajjc in France, as that which 
" draws him." 

Vil. A poet once prcfcntcd himfelf to tli^ 
King, with a confidence which cx«..ccded his poe- 
tical talents ^ but t'ae King, not knowing cither' 
his pcrfoji or his writings, alked him what was 
the nature of his occup:ui(»n ? ** Sire, I. make 
" anagiams, but I am very poor." " I bchcvc 
•* fo indeed," laid Henry, ** ibr you have made 
«• choice of a bad trade." 

VIU. The evening before llie battle of Ivr}', 
Henry wrote to ilie fair (Jabrielle, *« ll I am cou- 
" cjncrctl, you know me wdl enough to believe I 
•* iiiali not tly ; but my lafl thought (haU be of 
'* lUavcn, and the 'all but one IhiiU b« of yci^.i* 
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IX.' In times of greater tranquillity he wrote 
her this charming billet : " I write you, my beft 
" love, from 'the foot of your picture, which I 
" adore merely becaufe it was drawn for you:' 
<* not that it refembles you ; of this I muft be a 
" competent judge, having painted you in all per- 
" feftion in my foul, in my mind,^ in my eyes, 
«' and in my heart." 

X. In another letter he thus exprefies himfelf : 
" My beauteous love, two hours after the arrival 
" of this courier, you will fee a cavalier who 
** loves you much. ^They call him King of 
•• France and Navarre, which are certainly ho- 
«* nourable, though very painful titles. That 
** of being your fubjeft is infinitely more de- 
•' lightful. All thrfee together are good ; and let 
f« what will happen, I have refolved never to yield 
" them to any one." 

XI. Henry made a noble diftindion from the 
ufual hiftory of kings. The honeflett man in the 
kingdom was his beft friend. But the feverity of 
Sully gained him many enemies ; for a good mi- 
nifter will always be oppofed by bad men. They 
were continually forming plots againft him. Sully 
fometimes complained of it to the King: " My 

•<« friend," faid the Prince in anfwer,. " this is a 
" matter which I will not fay often happens, but 
^ is always the caf^, that thofe who condud great 

<< affairs 
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** "affairs, muft be Ibbjeft to envy. You yourfelf 
•* know that I am not exempt from it, neither 
" from the Proteftants, nor Roman Catholics. 
** You have only to do as I do, who apply to yoo 
for advice when any. thing troubles me, let it 
be ever fo trifling ; and do you always confuk 
my opinion on whatever happens to you, re-- 
garding me as, the moft faithful friend you have; 
*' and the kindeft mafter that can be." 

XIL Before the battle of Ivry he thus ad^ 
dreifed his foldiers: " You are Frenchnlen,— -I 
'* am your King, — ^thcre is the enemy/ • Then 
taking off his helmet, which was CM-namented with 
a plume of white feathers, " My children," faid 
he, " keep your ranks properly. If the ftaiidard 
'' (hould be Idft, here is the fignal lor rallying; 
*« Follow me ; you fliall always find me in tht 
'* road to hcmour and viftory." What muft thofe 
foldiers be who would not be led on by fuch ex^ 
preflions? 

XIII. What could be finer than the eulogiun(|i 
he made on Armand de Biron to his ambafladorsf 
" Gentlemen, this is the Marechal de Biron^ 
*' whom I prefent equally to my friends and ene* 
*\ mies." 

XIV. What could do greater honour to all hit 
J?rave foldiers, than the reply he made to the Spa^ 
niih ambaflador ? Being furrounded and preflcd 
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upon by his officers at court, the proud Spaniard 
was fhocked with fo much familiarity. <* You 
'* fee nothing here," faid the King: ** They 
** prefs upon me much more in the day of battle." 
XV. Obliged from his youth to live in the 
midft of his enemies, no prince ever ftudied more 
the knowledge of mankind than Henry IV. He 
was in that fituation which made it neceflary to 
obferve ; for he was in a ftate of adverfity. Ac- 
cuflomed to converfe with them, he had ac- 
quired fo ^uick a perception, that he pretended he 
could giiefs by their eyes what pafled in their hearts* 
In confequence of which he generally knew how 
to make a good choice ; for he even gained the af- 
feSions of feveral of the oppofite party, whom he 
very pmdently employed. " A wife king," faid 
he, " is like a good chemift, who from the moft 
** dangerous poifons can extract excellent medir 
/ cines^" 

XVI. As the idea of injuring any one never 
came^ into his mind, he was never fufpicious. He 
liked to fteal away from his court, to wander about 
in the fields, and to a(k queftions of the honed 
good people, who were aftoniflied to fee the King 
under their tliatchcd roofs. When his friends^ 
who were.afarm'ed for him, remonftrated to him, 
that, in the midft of cpnfpirators, and whilft th^ 
leaven of the league ftill continued to ferment, he 

ought 
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ought to take more care of his perfon, and not go 
out fo frequently alone, or at lealt fo ill attended. 
" Fear," fuld' he, " ought never to have entrance 

# 

** into a royal mind. Thofe who fear death, will 
" never attempt my life ; and thofe who defpife . 
" life, will always be mailers of mine, notwith- 
" {landing a thoufand guards were to try to pre- 
" vent them. None but tyrants ought to live in 
** conftant fear. 

XVII. He would have no courtiers that, "we;e 
not brave, nor any other, favourites than his peo- 
ple in general. When he wrote to the governors 
of different provinces, he generally concluded with , 
thefe words : " Take, care of my people ; they 
** are my children whom God has committed to 
** my care : I am refponfible for them." 

XVIII. This amiable Prince wifhed to hold 
his empire from afFeftion, not force. Firm, when 
the public good required it, he never was intoxi- 
cated with that abfolute power which- charms fo 
many weak princes, and thofe who only are pof- 
felled of moderate genius. Same court-flatterers, 
on a particular occafion, once entreated him to 
make ufe of his. authority. He made them this 
anfwer, worthy to be engraved on all kings' pa-r 
laces : " The firfl duty of a fovereign is " to con- 
" fider of every thing, and to remember he has 
" himfelf two fovereigns, God, and the Law.*' 

D4 XIX. Mmj 



XIX. Many ycJtrs after the peace, he was told 
there were fome fanatics, the remaining dregs of 
the League-, who continued to declaim againft him ; 
and that they even r^fofed to pray for him in their 
public prayers : ** They muft be attended to," 
faid he, " fpr they are ftill angry/' 

XX. Bpm'without gall, hatred and vengeance 
were a load which Henry's heart could could not 
fuftain. A maxim he frequently had in his mouth 
w«s this, " That the fatlsfa£iion derived froni re- 
♦* venge, vms only momentary ; but that which is 
" to be gained from clemency, lafts for ever." 

XXL They mentioned to him a nobleman^ 
one of the prinicpal Leaguers, whole virtues had 
not been able to difarm him of his hatred to* 
wards him. "I wifh," faid Henry, «« to, do 
•• him fo many fervices, as to' force him to love 
« me." 

XXII. Henry did not think it neceflary that 
the dignity of the down fliouU.extinguiih in him 
the fentiments of nature. He was guided by her, 
and was never better pleafed than when he could 
yield himfclf up to her foft impreffions. At the 
tables of his friends, whom he loved to ftirprife, 
he ufed to give himfelf up to all the natural gaiety 
of his temper. He difrobed himfdf of majefty ; 
and condefcende4 to become the agreeable com- 
panion. <* A charming familarity;i a /ranknefs. 
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'^ and pleafant way of jokingi together widi trig 
<^ bons mots/' fays an ingenidus cotemporaryj 
" made up. the beft part of their repafts," 

XXII L He would have his children call him 
/ Papa or Father^ and not «S/r, which was the new 
ftlhion introduced by Catharine de Medicis. He 
ufed frequently to join in their amufements ; and one 
day that this Reftorer of France, and Peace-makef 
of all Europe, was going on all-fours with the 
dauphin, his fon, on his back, an ambaflador fud- 
denly entered the apartment, and furprifed him m 
this attitude. The Monarch, ■ without moving 
from it, faid to him, ' " Monjieur P Ambajfadeur^ 
<« have you any children ?— ^« Yes, Sire,*' replied 
he. — " Very well, then, I fliall finifli my race 
" round my chamber." 

XXIV. This Prince foiiietimes *amufed him- 
felf with compofing verfes. Who can help 
admiring that charming impromptu. Which he 
made on the Coutotefs of Cleve^ his aunt. 
Coming one day into her apartment, he found 
her tablets open, on which De Noailles, who 
was in love with that Princeft, bad written thefe 
words : — • • . •» 



« Nul heur nul bien ne m« c^ntcntt 
" Abfcnt dc ma divinity." 
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Henry added thefe lines to them : 

t< N'appelez pas alnfi ma tante 
« Elle airrie trop rhumanitl 






XXV. But one of the beft pieces attiibuted to 
Henry, and the leaft known of them, is as follows. 
It is ftill to be feen in the original hand-writing 
of this Prince: — 

'* Vicns Aurore 
*< Jc t*implorc 
<< Je fuis gai quand je te r^ 
*' £t la Bergere 
« Qui m'eft chore, 
f< £t vermdlle-comme t(& 

• 

'^ Elle eft blonde 

^ Sans feconde, 
^ £Ue a la tallied la xnaln ; 

<' Sapninelk 

« EtinccDe, 
^ Comme Taftre du madn* 

III. 

«» Derofec 

•* Arrosee^ 
I** La refe a mdns de firaicbeuri 

^ Une hermine 

« 'BSt moin Gnc, 
•« Le lys a moins de blancheun 

IV. D'amretft 
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IV. 

« D'ambrofie ^ 

« Sien chosee 
« H6b6 la nourit apart { 

<* £t fa bottchey 

^ Qiiaikl j'y touche^ 
^ Me parfume de nedar/* 



Characteristic traits of Fre- 
deric HI. LATE KING OF PRUSSIA, 

RELATED BY MR. SHERLOCK. A. EU I778. 

nPHE King of Pruflia is every where )inown a» 
•*" a great king, a great warrior, and a great 
politician ; but he is not every where known as 
a great poet,, and a good man. Marcus Aurelius,. 
Horace,. Machiavel, and Caefar, have been his 
models, and he has aimofl furpaflcd them all. I 
have never heard of a hiiman being that was per-* 
fe£l; and this monarch allbhas his ^ults; but 
take him for all in all^her is the greatefl maathat 
ever exifted. 

At the beginning of his life, he publi died his A-nti- 
Machiavel ; and this was one of the completed 
ftrokes of Machiavelifm that ever he made; It wast 
a letter of recommeodatioa of hiiii£elf that he 

D 6 wrotr 
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wrote to Europe, at the inftant when he had formed 
the plan of feizing Silefia. 

To his fubjefts, he is the jufteft of fpyereigns^ 
to his neighbours, he is the moft dangerous of 
heroes. Hi^ neighbours fhudder at him ; his fub- 
jefhs adore him. The Pruffian^ are proud of 
their great Frederick, as they always ftile him* 
They fpeak of him with the utmoft freedom, and 
at the fame time that they criticife feverely yi;wf 
of his taftes, they give him the higheft eulogiums. 
He was told' that fome one had fpoken Ul of him. 
He aiked if that perfonJbad 100,000 men ? He 
was anfwered. No. " Very well/* faid the King» 
<< I can do nothing; if he had 100,000 men, I 
" would declare war againft him.*' 

Of all the charafters of the prefent age, that of 
this Prince has been the moft miftaken ; and the 
i^afon is, that two parts of his charafiber have been 
confounded, and (;uily one judgment formed on 
two points, each of which requires a feparate opiw 
nion. The King of Pruflia has occafioned the 
death of fome thoufands of men ; and the King 
of Pruflia is a merciful, tender, and compaflionate 
Prince. This fecms a contd^6iion ; and it is a 
certain truth. He muft firft be confidered as 
a conqueror, where it is not permitted to liftcn 
to the voice of humanity. When heroifm is 

out 



out of die queftion, we rauft examine the maiu' 
It will be faid that this is fubtilty. I deny It, 
and appeal to hiftory. What clemency more ac- 
knowledged than that of Julius Caefar? What 
conqueror has fhed more blood ? I own to you, 
that when I entered Pruflia, I had fome preju- 
dices againft the King; Thpfe are the reafons 
that made me change my opinion. 

He was forced to marry the queen ; and though 
he has never lived with her, (he loves him, becaufe 
he has always treated her With refpeft, and has 
always ihewn hef many little attenticms. She 
has a palace at Berlin, and another at Schenhau- 
fen, where (he pafles the fummer. Her court, 
which flie. holds twice a-week, is brilliant and nu- 
merous, becaule it is known that the King is 
pleafed vnth the lefpeft that is ihewn her. She 
has fome hefitation in her fpeech ; but flie is the 
bed Princefs in the world, and the King efteems 
her highly. 

Man is a difcontented animal ; he loves to 
complain. The King's fubjefts complain ot 
taxes, and I have never feen any fubjeSs who do 
not complain of taxes^. The Pruffians complain 
lefs than any others, and the reafon is evident. 
The government is even and fteady, and the weight 
of the taxes does not alter, as in other countries. 
It is always the fame. Men every where taka 
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pkafure in fpeaklng ill of their fovereign. God 
knows, there never -was a better King than ours, 
and his fubje£ls fpeak ill of him every day. To 
me, therefore, it is a very ftrong proof that tlie 
Great Frederick is good, that his fubjefts fay 
little ill of him> and much in his commendation. 
But here is another proof much ftronger. He has 
never put a man to death *; and when I tell you 
that he lives without guards, I fancy you will al- 
low that to be a proof of his feeling inwardly, that 
he has never done an unjuft adion. 

Plutarch and Shakeifpeare have fhewn men in 
their night-caps and flippers* I cannot fhew you 
bis Pruflian Majefty in his night-cap, for he ne- 
ver wears one. He acquired a habit in his youth, 
of fleeping bare-headed, in order to harden him- 
felf. Nor has he any flippers ; for as foon as he 
leaves his bed he puts on his boots. It is known 
that he rifes at four, that he goes to bed at ninCj^ 
that he procniflinates nothing, that he is fond of 
jefting, that he eats a great 4eal of fruit, that he 
plays on the flute every evening, that he pafles moft 
of his time at Sans-fouci in his old boots, and that 
he governsEuropc 

* The author muft doubtlefs mean In time of peace^ by the 
civil fword. In war, in battle, how many thoufands hzst 
been put to death by him and his military escecutioners t 
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^ lie is an excellent poet. When a poet has a 
richnefs of ideas and of expreflion, every time that 
we read him, we difcover new beauties. This is 
the cafe with Horace, and with the King of Pruflia* 
There is not, mod certainly, . an author in the 
French language who has more thoughts, or more 
vigorous thoughts, than this -Prince. All his pro- 
duftions fpring from a ftrong and brilliant ima- 
gination, always regulated by a folid judgment, 
which, in my opinion, conftitutes the perfediion 
of genius. 

In all his works, the mod lage philofophy and 
the profoundeft morality are blended with the moft 
poignant wit, and the happieft falties. When his 
fubjefts admit of it, his ftile is no lefs poignant 
than emphatical. He has emulated Horace, and 
he has been able to equal him even in his beft 
pieces ; for in many refpefts the Pindar of the 
North, would be dilhonoured by comparing him 
with the Latin Poet, Horace has not a more fin- 
cere admirer than myfelf, but there are many of 
his works which I cannot read without difguft,. 
One cannot ^d a fingle middling compofition of 
the King-poet ; and no enthuliatt of Horace will 
deny tliat he has many. One cannot find in. this 
Prince any mean or indecent paflage; Horace 
abounds with things that are. vulgar and offienlive. 
you will anfwer^ that the fouls of the Monarch and 
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of Horace were different, their education dlflerent, 
and their fituations in life different. This con- 
firms my aflertion. I will not always determine 
in favour of his verfification ; but in ftrength and 
vivacity of colouring, Rubens does* pot furpafs 
him. 

He has written^. Sn epiftple on Travelling ^ in or- 
der to prevent the young Germans from going to 
ruin themfelves at Paris and London. In thefe 
three verfes he fpeaks of one of thofe gentlemen at 
his return: — 

De ftupide qu*il fiit, il eft devena fit, 
£t jouant Tetourdi fans puvoir jamais Tetre, 
• C*eft un lourdaut badin qui fait le petit-maitrer 

From ftupid dolt> he grows an arrant fool, 
A£Ung, not being, a blunderhead complete. 
The waggi/h dunce at length becomes a fop. 

How many originals of more countries than one 
does this portrait reprefeat ! ' 

Light and heat are every where diffufed through 
the works of the philofopher of. Sans-fouci. In 
two large volumes of his poetry there is not one 
barren page; and 'what make them truly precious 
is, that every page breathes the love of humanity. 
I forefee your objeAions ; and I again demand one 
opinion for war, and another for peace. No m^n 
c\xr knew the .human heart better than Shake* 

f^are. 
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fpcare. No man ever drew a charaftcr better. 
This is what he puts into the mouth of an amiable 
hero: — 

*« In peace, there's nothing fo becomes a man 
" As gentlenefs and mild humanity ; 
•» But when the blaft of war blows in our cars, 
** Let us be tigers in our fierce deportment."' 

HiNKY V. 

You would think that . Shakefpeare meant to 
fpeak of the King of Pruffia. 

Read his Ode^ on fFar^ and on the troubles o£ 
of the North ; and then judge of the poet and the 
man. 

His Art of tVar is his mafter-piece, and the 
longeft of his works. You will there find the nioft 
lively images, the boldeft and moft judicious me- 
• taphors, a pencil alw*ys manly, always majeftic, 
and an impetuofity in the ftyle which is irrefift-' 
ibie. 

When one thinks of all the pibofs which this 
Prince hais given, in war and in politics, of the 
fertility of his imagination, and of the folidity oflus 
judgment ; when one remembers that he has always 
fed his mind with the moft perfeft productions 
of the ancient philofophers and poets; and when 
'We know that he has added to this whatever could 
be found in the foicety of the moft enlightened . 
^me^, and the firft wits of his age ; we fhall no 
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longer be aftonilhed at the variety of merit that is 
found in his compofitions. . Accept, great King, 
thcfe juft encomiums. I fhould not have (o highly 
applauded your talents, if I were not fully per- 
fuaded of the goodnefs of your heart. 

<' Recols Teloge pur, riiommage meiite; 
** Je le dois a ton nom^ comitie, a la verlt6. 

Art d£ la Guzrai^ 

Receive this pure applaufe, this homage due 
To your great name, becaufe I know 'tis true* 

Read his Epijlle to his Sijier of Bareith^ on her 
illnefs, and fee whether evtry verfe does not flow 
from a tender and feeling heart. 

It will be faid that there are faults in his poetry. 
I leave them for ttie Zoilufes to point out ; and I 
(hall clofe my letter with his addrefs to young 
foldiers at the conclufion of his Art of War. 

'**Si votre coeur afpire a la fublime gloire, 
<( Sachcz vaidcre, et fur-tout ufer de la vidlolre. 
« Le plus grand des Romalns, par fes fucces divers, 
•< Le jour qu'a fon puvoir II foumit Tunivers, 
*« Sauva fes ennemis dans le champs de Pharfale. 

« Voyez a Fontcnoy, Louis dont Tame 6gale, 
^ Douce dans fes fucces, foulagc le vaincus, 
*' C'eft un Dieu bienf<iifant dont lis font fecourusj 
<< lis balfent en pleurant^la main, qui les defarme, 
« Sa valeur les foumet, fa clemence les charme, 
« Dans le fcin des fareures la bonte trouve lieu, 
<< Si vaiiicre eft d'ua Hao^, pardoimex eft d^in Dieu* 
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To heights of glory if your heart aTpires, 
Know how to conquor, and your Oonquell uCc, 
Tlie gieatei^, moft fuccefsful Roman chief, 
On that fam'd day, when he fu^dued the world, 
Sav^d ev'n his foes in dire Pha* falia'^s fieldt 

Loi^is with equal mind at Fontenoy, 
IHild in fuccefi, his vanquifh'd foes confoles} 
Like a good deity his aid he gives : 
With tears they bathe the hand that has difarmM them j 
Mis valour conquers, and his mercy charms i 
With (^oodnefs, war*s dire horrors he allays ; 
Keiv€t may conquer, but His Cod forgivci» 



BONS MOTS OF THE LATE KING OF 

PRUSSIA. 

I. TT is well known, that the King during the 
"^ many and long wars in which he was en- 
gaged, did not only fliare all dangers, but even 
<hc inconvenience of a common foldier. 

One time he marched with his grenadier guards 
till very late at night. At laft they halted. The 
King difmountcd, and fald : " Grenadiers, it is a 
" cold night, therefore light a fire." This was 
done immediately. The King wrapped himfelf 
up in his blue cloak, fat down on a few pieces of 
wood near the fire, and the foldiers placed them- 
felves around him. At lull, general Ziedien came, 

and 



{ 68 ) 

and took his place alfo on a bundle of wood. Both 
were extremely fatigued, and fell gently to fleep. 
But the King very often openeti his eyes ; and, as 
he perceived Ziethen had flipped off his feat, and 
that a grenadier was placing a faggot under his 
head for a pillow, he faid, with a loud voice, 
** Bravo! the old gentleman is fatigued." 

Soon afterwards a grenadier got up, half afleep, 
in order to light his pipe by the fire, but carlefsly 
touched the General's foot. The good King, 
who was glad to fee Ziethen take a little reft, 
arofe fuddenly, waved his hand, and whilperingly 
faid, " Hift, grenadier ! Take care not to wake 
*• the General ; he is very drowfy.'' 

This Officer once fell into a dofe at the King'3 
table. As fome one prefent made a motion to 
roufe him, the King faid, " Let him fleep :— 
*• He has watched long enoiigji that we might 
'' reft." 

II. When the King, on his acceffion to th^ 
throne, was inftalled at Silefia, he preferred, ac- 
cording to ancient cuftom, feveral perfons to the - 
rank of nobility. 

A few years after this, one of thefe enobled 
gentlemen rode before the iGng, in one of his re- 
viewing tours through Silefia, and endeavoured to 
be noticed by him. At laft he fucceeded ; and hi« 
Majefty thus accofted him, " who are you ?"— 

" I am 
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" I am one of thofe, on whom you was graci- 
" oufly pleafed to confer the rank of nobility, at 
•« your royal inftallation in Silefia." — " Tliis firft 
" experiment of mine has turned out but badly," 
replied the Monarch. 

III. His Majefty's idea of hunting is ftrongly 

charafteriftic of a noble and feeling mind. *« The 

*< chace," fays he, " is One of the mod fcnfual. 

*• of pleafures, by which the powers of the boly 

** are ftrongly exerted, but thofe of the mind re- 

^ main unemployed* It confifts in a violent 

** exertion of defire in the purfuit, and the in- 

■^ dulgence of a cruel paffion in the death of the 

" game. It is an exercife which makes the limbs 

" ftrong, aftive and pliable ; but leaves the head 

" without improvement. I am convinced that 

" man is more cruel and favage than any^bcaft 

** of prey. We exercife the dominion given us 

*' over thefe our wretched fellow-creatures, in the 

•* moft tyrannical manner. ' I f we pretend to any fu*. * 

«* periority over the beafts, it ought certainly to con- 

" fift In reafon. But we commonly find, that the 

" moft paflionate lovers of the chace renounce 

*• this privilege, and converfe only with their 

•* dogs, their horfes, and other irrational animals. 

•* This renders them wild and unfeeling ; and it is 

«* highly probable they cannot be very merciful to 

*• the human fpeciesj for a man who can, in 

«« cold 
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' cold blood, torture a poor innocent animal, 

* cannot feel much compailion for the diftreiles 

* of his own fpecies : and befides, can the chace 

* be a proper employment for a thinking 
< mind?" 



ANECDOTE OF M. LAVATER. 

THIS Gentleman having aflerted, in the fe- 
cond part of his Treatife on Phyfiognomy, 
that (hoe-makers have generally a fickly appear- 
ance and weak conftitutionF, and that at Zurich, 
of twenty-four children bom of parents exercifiiig 
that profeflion, feven only were boys, all the craff 
of that ojace rofe up againft him, about fix years 
ago, in a- riotous manner. M. Lavatcr, finding 
it neceflary to quell the tumult as amicably as pof- 
fible, declared publickly that he had been mif- 
taken, for that the juft proportion was twenty- 
eight males to thirty of the other fex. He begged, 
however, that the flioe-makcrs would permit hiiu 
to ftand god-father to all the males ; and ihty 
cheerfully accepted his offer. 



/ 
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ANECDOTE OEJUDGE DOMAT. 

'TnHE celebrated Charles Anthony Domat, au- 
"■■ thor of a voKiniinoiis treatife on the Civil 
Law, was pron^oted to the office of a Judge of 
"the Provincial Court of Clermont, in the territory 
. of Auvergne, in the South of France, in which 
he prcfidcd, with the public applaufe, for twenty- 
four years. One day a poor widow brought an 
aftion of procefs againft the Baron de Nairac, her 
landlord, for turning her out of polfcffion of a mill 
which was her whole dependance. Mr. Domat 
heard the caufe, and finding by the clearcft evi- 
dence, that (he had ignorantly broke a covenanC in 
the leafe, which gave a power of re-entry, he re- 
commended mercy to the Baron for a poor honeit 
tenant, who had not wilfully tranlgreflcd, or done 
him any material injury. But Nairac being in- 
exorable, the Judge pronounced a fentcnce of ex- 
pulfion from the farm, with the damages men- 
tioned in the leafe, and the cofls of the fuit. In 
delivering his confcicnce, Mr. Domat wiped his 
eyes, from which tears of compaflion began plen- 
tifully to flow. When an order of feizure both 
of perfon and efFe6ls was decreed, the poor widow 
exclaimed, " O ju(l and righteous God ! be thou 
" a father to the widow and her hclplcfs or{)hans !" 



and immediately fainted ^way. The compaf- 
fionate Judge aflifted in railing the mifetable wo- 
man, and after enquiringlnto her charafter, num- 
ber of children, and other circumftances, gene- 
roufly prefented her with lOO louis d'ors, the 
amount of her damages and cods, whidh he pre- 
vailed with the Baron to accept as a full reconi- 
pence, and the widow again entered on her farm. 
*' O ! my Lord," faid the poor woman, " when 
** will you demand pajonent, that I may lay up 
" for that purpofer" — " When my confcience," 
replied Donut, " (hall tell me I have done an 
** improper aA," 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF GAR- 
RICK. 

TXAVID GARRICK, Efq. was in figure low, 
-*^ pleafing, manly, genteel, and elegant. He 
had every requifite to fit him for every charafter. 
His limbs were pliant, his features duftile and ex- 
preflive, and his eyes quick, keen, and obedient, 
verfant to all occafions and places. His voice 
was harmonious, and could vibrate through all 
tbe modulations pf found**<:ould thunder in paf- 

fion— 
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fion-— tremble in fear — diflblve into the foftnefs of 
love, or melt into every mood of pity or diftrefs, 
— Thefe liberal devices of nature were ornamented 
by the moft refined acquifitions of art. — Mufic, 
dancing, painting, fencing, fculpture, gave him, 
each its refpeftive graces.— From thefe he bor- 
rowed his deportments, his attitudes, and his 
eafe. 

Thefe were the powers with which he charmed 
ati aftoniihed age, and with thefe powers he had 
all nature at his command. Every degree of age 
— every ftage, fcene, and period of life — from the 
hot and youthful lover, up to the lean and flip- 
pered Pantaloon — ^all were alike to him. * At 
twenty-four, he could put on all the wrinkles of 
the greateft age — and at fixty, he wore in his ap- 
pearance and aflion all the agility of buxom 
and wanton youth.— In heroes and princes, he aC- 
' fumed all the diftant pride, the exalted manner, 
ilately port of rank and royalty. He moved with 
dignity— ^fpoke with dignity — adled with dignity. 
His Prince never interfered with his Peafent, nor 
his Peafant with his Gentleman. He had in his. 
poffeflion every key to the fouL He tranfported 
iiis hearers where he pleafed. He was the matter 
of the paffions, and tuned them to his will. He 
waked them— fwelled them — foothed them.— He 
melted them ioto foftnefs, -or roufed them into 
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mgc. — If \\c was angry ; fo \^-as you. — If he \\t 
diUreillil ; fo was yoii. — If he was terrified ; f 
was you.— If he was mad ; fo ^tis you. He wa 
;u) enchanter, and led you where he pleafed. 

" ■ ' J When he fpoke^ 

•I Fach aged cjr played truant at his tales, 

•1 And younger hearings were quite ravUhed, 

** So vvtiubk was his dilcQuric.—— Gentle 

** As ffphyr blvwini: midenieath the vkfet, 

•* Not wangling its fwcct head*— yet as rough 

^ ^llis inauly blood cnchaPd * 4S the rude wind 

** That by the ^'(« doth tike the mountain pine» 

«■ And nuke it tlcv^ tv« tV ^xe.— — Twas wonderfaL' 

•• f « a* w* ukc ^l:« but to* ^l in aJ, , 

«« Wc nv'ct- thall KH'k upcn h;s Like again.* 

The pinitv v»f the Fnc'ith thij? was ceitainli 
^uM\' \M\ vtl.iMuhai. durir.i: the .uminiihation o 
(hiv thr.uiivMl unniiKT, that :t hod ever been durim 
jMwnluu; nuuuiyuKntti. He iocr::s lo ha\"c cmr- 
\W\\ hisuusk'iU nvMu!, vha;U\ anJ p;c*is priaciple 
\\ ith hinu into the \cr\ ma;ujx^.x:nr of the theatn 
itlrK, i\\\\\ \\\\\\c\\ jvr!'\>mxn? f:v\n that obloqu] 
%\huh lhi\*k on t^K" prv'»tc;!xy^. Of dioie whi 
\\i\\' i\\\\m\\U\\ Nav^ki^tuaK ;in>K'x>rth\' the ailbcia' 
linn i«l tho woiM, he i^a'c prr.tlcmeii, unitci 
ihrin \\\\\\ ilvhiv, .ind itxtnxkKxvi ^hem to all th 
iliiinillii ('«Mu1oitN of 1;fc. The theatre was m 
|iMi|ii I I llivturtl iho nw^^taclc <>t' all \Tce; and th 
in»nnl, ihc (ai\)Usi| tUc religious pan of TP^p»^i«^ 

dk 
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did not hefitate to partake of the rjitional entertain- 
ment of a play* and pafs a chearfid evening, un« 
dilgufted with the licentioufnefs. 

Mr. Garrick died on the aoth of January 1779, 
in the fixty-third year of his age, leaving no one . 
rival in excellence upon earth p^compenfate for his 
lofs. 

Never was there a death fo univerfally lanoent* 
ed. Men of genius, of all kinds, emulated one 
another in teftifying their fenle cf the public^fs. 
AH little animofities, jealoufies, and infirmities 
were forgot. The difappointed author loft his 
enniity, the nibbling critic his rancour, and every 
little foible, felfifli emotion, and narrow idea, 
with which he was loudly charged by thofe, per- 
haps, who knew him beft, or who knew him not 
at all, was fteeped in Lethe, Perhaps, indeed, the 
vice of felfiflinefs was the only one that ftained 
this great man. It infefted him in life, and go- 
verned him in death. It was expe£ted -he would 
-have bequeathed a handfome part of that fortune, 
which he had made in the theatre, to the Theatric 
cal Fundy which he had himfelf eftabliflied. Dy- 
ing worth upwards of ioo,oool. he left a property 
.worth no more than a fingle loool. to that cha- 
rity, and that w^ the only legacy bequeathed out 
of bis oven family. 
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rage.— If he was angry ; fo was you. — If he was 
diftreffed ; fo was you. — If he was terrified ; fo 
was you. — If he was mad ; fo was you. He was 
an enchanter, and led you where he pleafed. 

« t. ' W hen he fpokc, 

« Each aged ear played truant at his tales, 
«* And younger hearings were quite ravi/hed, 
*^ So voluble was his difcourfe.— ^-Gentle 
^ As zephyr blowing underneath the violeti 
. , <5 Not wagghog its fweet head— yet as rough 
*>^ (His manly blood enchaf 'dj as the rude wind 
<< That by the top doth take the mountain pine, 

•« And make it flpop to th* vale. 'Twas wonderful. 

** For if we take him but for all in all, ^ 

« We ne^er fhall look upon his like again.** 

The purity of the Englifh , ftage was certainly 
more fiilly eflablifhed, during the adminiftration of 
this theatrical minifter, .that it had ever been during 
preceding managements. He feems to have car- 
ried his modeft, moral, chafte, and pious principles 
with him, into the very management of the theatre 
jtfelf, and refcued performer^ from that obloquy 
which ftuck on the profeffion. Of thofe who 
were accounted blackguards, unworthy the aflbcia- 
tion of the world, he made gentlemen, united 
them with fociety, and introduced them to all the 
domeftic comfonts of life. The theatre was no 
longer efteemed the receptacle erf all vice; aftd the 
moralj the feriousi the idigious part of mankind, 

• did 
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Ad not heiitate to partak(^ of rhe raiYinriil ^.tifrn^.t'. < 
ment of a play, and pa£s a cfirarfirf evmin^ uik* 
di(giftftri with die Iicenrlolifncf^;. 

Mr. Garrick died on rhc acth of Jir.i.si'/ r 7 ''), 
in die iixty-third ysar of hir. agft, Irivi.ijj 1'./, ot.i'. 
rival in excellence upoa earth f^comf^tAf^r. f/.f t,,^ 

Never was there a di-^rh &# irfiw-vfaJ: ; \*^ejatA.- 
cd. Men of genlur?, of ^1 Jr.Ad4, AtyvulMrfjt Of a. 
another Ir* re^Kf/ir.^ 1-;#r.' f^,fe ^i r%^ j,*Atku. \$.i 
All little anirrxi.r.rr;, ;rsiii',i.f.<t:, 24/t .,\r./ ..,../-• 
■were fcra'it. 'f he < . \*.\ v -■../■ -'t •* . f. y .•/ # *^ ; ^ 
enmirj , 'he r. . hh.1 . r. gr ''/'-. ''- r. . ■ : /.». j. ■.*./, uA *./-•* 
Etrle :I:ii:!e. v: .'..!. v.'./.» ..'., i,'.#: .,./,./ s'^^*, 
with. -v".:i:.: '..t witt iA»iUf ',.**'/..: ,•# /,i. v. 
hoc:, '^' '.I. i'A-j^ i..*^ -'■-: ,''•/. ? # .. . 

3L lit ' y V ^. 1 •z^r^rZ^m . > « <^' ^ ...*,. t * , , . i, 

wiiji .:f J-i'i.-.-n:' • * ' • - ' ♦. ■ 
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minate throng of courtiers. The Emprefs bowcJ 
repeatedly, and frequently crofled herfelf, accord- 
ing to the forms ulix}. in the Greek church, with 
great expreflions rf ifevotion. Before the cpn#» 
clufion of the fervi^ we returned to the drawing- 
room, arid took ouraation near the door, in order 
to be prefented at her Majefty's entrance. At 
kngth, a little before twelve, the chief officers of 
the houfehold, the miflrefs of the robes, the maid^ 
of honour, and other ladies of the bed-chamber, 
advancing two hy two in a long train, announced 
tlie approach of their fovereign. Her Majefty 
came forward with a flow and folemn pace, walk** 
ing with great pomp, holding her head very high ; 
and perpetually bowing to the right and to the left 
SLs fhe pafled alortg. She flopped a little withiq 
the entrance of the drawing-room, and fpoke with 
great affability to the foreign minifters, while they 
kifled her, hand. She then advanced a few fteps, 
and we were fingly prefented by the vice-chancel- 
lor, Count Ofterman, and had the honour of kifs- 
i»ig her Majefty's hand. The Emprefs wore, ac- 
* cording to her ufual cuftom, a Ruffian drefs. It 
was a robe, with a fliort train, and a veft, with 
fleeves reaching to the wrift,* Hke a Polonaife. The 
veft was of gold brocade, and the robe was of light 
green filk. Her hair was dreifed low, and lightly 
iprinkled with powder^ Jier cap was ornamented 

with 
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wlih a profufion of diamonds, and (he wore a great 
deal of rouge. Her perfon, though rather below 
.the middle fize, is majeftic ; and her countenance, 
particularly when fhe fpeaks, exprefles both dignity 
and fweetnefs. She walked flowly through the 
drawing-room to her apartm^, and entered alone. 
The Great Duke and Duchefs loUowedthcEmprefs 
to the door^ and then retired to their own drawing^ 
room, where they had a levee ; but, as we had not 
yet been prefented to them at a private audienoe^ 
we could not, according to the etiquette of the 
Ruffian court, follow them. The Great Duchefs 
leaned upon the arm of his Imperial Highnefi, 
and they both inclined their heads, on either iiftej 
to the company, as they pailed along the line which 
was formed for them. 

In the afternoon, about fix o'clock, we repaired 
to a ball at court. The private apartments of the 
Emprefs, as well as thofe in which flie holds her 
court, are on the third ftory ; and the whole fuite is 
remarkably grand and fplendid. We found the 
company aflembled in the anti- chamber, who, as 
foon as the Great Duke and Duchefs made their 
appearance, all entered a fpacious ball-room. 

The Great Duke opened the ball, by vsralking a 
minuet with his con fort ; at the end of which his 
Imperial Highnefs handed out a lady, and the Great 
Duchefs a gendeman, with whom they each per- 

£ 4 fonnei 
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fonned a fecond minuet at the fame time. They 
afterwards fucceffively conferred this honour in the 
fame manner upon many of the principal nobility, 
while feveral other couples were dancing minuets 
in different parts of the circle. The minuets were 
fucceededi^Jby Polii|^ dances, and thefe were fol- 
lowed bjif Englifh country-dances. In the midft 
^the laHter, the Emprefs entered the room. -She 
was more richly apparelled than in the mommg, 
and bore upon her head a fmall crown of dia- 
monds. 

Upon her Majefty's appearance, the ball was 
inftantly fufpended; while, the Great Duke and 
Duchefs, and the moft confiderable perfons who 
were prefent, haftened to pay their refpefts to their 
fovereign. Catharine, having addreifed a few 
words to fome of the principal nobility, afcended 
;a kind of elevated feat, when, the dancing being 
again refumed, (he, after a (hort time> withdrew 
into an inner apartment. We, in company with 
feveral courtiers, threw ourfelves into her Majefty's 
fuite, and formed a circle round a table, at which 
ihe had fat down to cards. Her party confifted of 
the Duchefs of Courland, Countefs Bruce, Sir 
James Harris, Prince Potemkin, Marihal Razo- 
mofski. Count Panin, Prince Repnin, and Count 
Ivan Tchemichef. The game was Macao. The 
pieces in circulation were imperials, equal to two 

pounds 
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pounds Englifh money; and a player mig^t win 
or lofe two or diree hundred pounds. 

In thecourfe of the evening, the Great Duke and 
Duchefs prefented themfelves before the Emprefs^ 
and flood by the table for about a quarter of an ^ 
hour, during which time her Majefty ^jtfgSon^t 
entered into converfation with them- TThe Enl* 
prefs feemed to pay very little attended to th<^ 
cards ; converfed familiarly, and frequently, wltS 
great vivacity, as well with the party at play, as ^ 
with the perfons of rank (landing near her. About 
ten, her Majefty retired, and foon after the ball 
concluded. 

On the fixth, we had the honour of being pre- 
fented at a private audience to the Great Duke and 
Dudiefs ; both of whom converfed with us in the 
moft affable and condefcending manner. Accord- 
ing to the etiquette of this court, we kilTed her Im- 
perial Highnefs's hand. 

There is a drawing room at court every Sunday 
morning, about twelve o'clock, and on other par- 
ticular feftivals, at which the ambalTadors are ufually 
prefent; and which all foreign gentlemen, who 
have been once prefented, are permitted to attend. 
The ceremony of kifTing the Emprefs's hand is re- 
peated every court day by foreigners in the prefence 
chamber, and by the Ruffians in another apart- 
ment. The latter bend their knee on this occzr 
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Con, an cxpreffion of homage not exafied from 
the former. No ladies, excepting thofe of the 
Emprefs's houfeholdy make their appearance at the 
morning levees. 

Pn every court day the Great Duke and Dadiefs 
have dlBt dieir feparate leveeS at their awn apart- 
ments in' the' palace. Upon particular occafions, 
fiich as her own, and the Emprels*s birth-day, &c. 
foreigners have the honour of kifling her Imperial 
Highnefs's hand ; but upon commofi days that ce- 
remony is omitted. 

In the evening of a court day, theit is always a- 
ball at the palace, which begins betvs^een fix and 
feven. At that time the foreign ladies kifs the 
Emprefs's hand, who falutes them in return on the 
cheek. Her Majefty, unlefs Ihejs indifpofed, ge- 
nerally makes her appearance about fevcn; and, if 
the aflSmbly is not very numerous, plays at Macao 
in the ball-room. The Great Duke and Duchefs, 
after they have danced, fit down to whift. Their 
Highnefles, after a (hort interval, rife ; approach 
'the Emprefs's table ; pay their refpe£ls, and then 
rctum to their game. When the ball happens to 
be crouded, the Emprefs forms her party, as I have 
before-mentioned, in an adjoining room, which is 
open to all perfons who have once been prefented. 

The richnefs and fplendour of the Ruffian court 
furpafTes defcription. It retains many traces of 

its 



Its ancient Afiatii pomp, blended with European 
refinement. An inimenfe retinue of courtiers 
always preceded and followed the Emprefs. The 
coftlinefs and glare of theur apparel, and a profufion 
of precious (lones, created a fplendour, of which 
^the magnificence of other courts can give us only 
a faint idea. The court-drefs of the men is ut 
the French fafliion. That of the ladies is a gown 
and petticoat, with a fmall hoop. The gown has 
long hanging fleeves and a (hort train, and is of a 
different colour from the petticoat. The ladies 
wore, according to the fafhion of the winter of 
1777 at Paris and London, very lofty head-drefles^ 
and were not fparing in the ufe of rouge. Amid 
the feveral articles of fumptuoufnefs which diftin- 
guifh the Ruffian nobility, there is none perhaps 
• more calculated to ftrike a foreigner, than the pro- 
fufion of diamonds, and other precious (loneSy 
which fparkle in every part of their drefs. In 
moft other European countries, thefe coftly oma* 
ments are (excq)ting among a few of the richcft 
»nd principal nobles) almofl entirely appropriated 
to thu^ ladies ; but in this the men vie with the 
fair fex in the ufe of them. Many of the nobi- 
lity were almoft covered with diamonds. Their 
buttons, buckles, hilts of fvvords, and epaulets, 
were cojupofed of this valuable material. Their 
hats were frequently embroidered, if I may u( 
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the cxpreflion, with feveral rows of them ; and a 
diamond-ftar upon the coat was fcarcely a diftinc- 
tion. This paffion for jewels feems to pervade 
the lower ranks of people, for even private families 
abound with them ; and the wife of a common 
Ruflian burgher will appear with a head-drefs or 
girdle of pearls, and other precious flones, to the 
value of two or three hundred pounds. I will 
only mention a few more particulars, when the 
folemnity of the occafion added fome variety to the 
general famenefs, which charaderifes a court. 

The Emprefs, on days of hi^ ceremony gene- 
rally wears a crown of diamonds of immenfe va^ 
lue, and appears with ribands of the order of St. 
Andrew, and Merit, both of them flung over the 
fame Ihoulder, with the collar of thofe orders, and 
the two ftars emblazoned one above the other upon 
her veft. 

On certain anniverfaries the Emprefs dines in 
public. Two of thefe days occurred in the courfe 
of our ftay at Peterfburgh. The fecond of Decem- 
ber, being the feaft of the I fmailof guards, her Ma- 
jefty, who, as fovereign, is colonel of the corpmgave, 
according to annual cuftom, a grand entertain- 
ment to the officers. Being defirous to be pre- 
fent, we repaired to court at twelve. Her ma- 
jefly was dreffed in the uniform of the regiment, 
wliich is green, trimmed with gold lace, made in 

the 
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the form of a lady's riding habit. As foon as lU 
the officers of the regiment had kiiled her hand, a 
falver of wine was brought in by one of the lords 
in waiting, and the Emprefs prefented a glafs 
to each officer, who received it from hef hands, 
and, after a iow obeifance, drank it off. At the 
conclufion of this ceremony, her Majefty led the' 
way, about one o'clock, into an adjoining apart- 
ment, in which a fumpmous dinner was fpread. 
She took her place in the middle of the table, and 
the officers wei^e ranged on each (ide, according to 
their refpe(9ive ranks. The Emphfs helped the 
foup herfelf, and paid the greatefl attention to her 
guefts during the whole repaft, which lafted about 
an hour, when her Majeily rofe from the table 
and withdrew. 

On a fubfequent occafion we attended another 
entertainment given by the Emprefs to the knights 
of die order of St» Andrew. Her Majefty had 
on a robe of green velvet, lined and faced with er- 
mine, and a diamond collar of the order. The 
drefs of the knights was fplendid, but exceedingly 
gaudy jpd inelegant. They wore a green vel- 
vet robe, lined with filver brocade, a coat alfo 
of filver brocade, waiftcoat and breeches of 
gold ftufF, red filk ftockings, a hat a la Henry 
IV. ornamented with a plume of feathers, and 
interfperfed with diamonds. As the order of Su 
Andrew is the moft honourable \tv \![vvs» Q.Qv\Ti\x:^» 
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it is confined to a iew perfons of the firil rank 
and confequcnce ; and there were only twelve of 
them at PeteribuFgh, who fat down to dinner with 
the Emprefs. Thefe were Prince Potemkin, 
Prince Orlof, Marflial Gralitzin, Counts Ale^ey, 
Orlof, Panin, Razomofski, Ivan Tchcmichef, 
Vorcmzof, Alexander and Leon Narilkin, Munic, 
and Mr, de Betlkoi. The Emprefs before dinner, 
as on the former occafion, prefented each knight 
^ith a glafs of wine. At the table (he was dif- 
^ii^iihed by a chair ornamented with the arms 
of RujQia, and prcfided with her ufual dignity and 
condefcentliSir. The foreign minifters, and a 
fplendid train of courtiers, flood fpeSators of the 
entertainment ;. and mafly of them were occa- 
fionally noticed by the Emprefs. 

The order of St. Andrew, or the Blue Ribahd, 
the firft ever known in this country, was inftituted 
by Peter I, in the year 1698, fodn after his retum 
from his firft expedition into foreign countries. 

Two or three times in the winter there afe 
mafquerades at court, to which perfons of all 
ranks are admitted. At one of thefe •tertain- 
ments, which we attended, about eight thoufand 
tickets were diftributed ; and, from the great con- 
coiirfe, I fhould fuppofe that number to have been 
aftually prefent. A magnificent fuite of twenty 
apartments were opened on this occafion, allhand- 
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ibmely illuminated. One of thefe apartixiems> a 
large oblong room, the fame in which the common 
balls at court are heldy had a^fpace in the middle en- 
clofed with a low railing, appropriated to the nobi« 
lity who danced. A mod: elegant ialoon, of an oval 
form, called the great hall of Apollo, nearly as big 
as the rotunda at Ranelagh, but without any fup- 
port in the middle, was allotted , for the dances of 
the burghers, and other perfons, who had not been 
prefented at court. The remaining rooms, in 
which tea and" other refrefhments were feivtd, 
were filled with card-tables, and crouded with per« 
fons continually pafling and repafSng. The com- 
pany either kept on their maiks^ or took them off 
at their pleafure. " TlH nobles in general wore do- 
-minos. The natives of inferior tank appeared in 
their own provincial clothes, embcUifhod, perhaps, 
with a few occafional ornaments. An exhibition 
of the feverai drefies, afluaUy ufed by the different 
inhabitants of the Ruffian empire, afforded a greater 
variety of motley figures than the wilcfcft fancy 
ever invented in the mafquerades of other countries. 
Several merchants' wives were decked with large 
quantities of valuable pearls, many of which were 
fplit in halves, for the purpofe of making more 
fhew. 

About fcven, the Emprefs made her appearance 
at the head of a fuperb quadrille^ confifling q 
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eight ladies, led by as inany gentlemen. Her 
Majefty, and the other ladies of this feleft band, 
were moft fumptuoufly apparelled in Greek ha- 
bits, and the gentlemen were accoutred in the Ro- 
man military garb, their helmets being richly 
ftudded with diamonds. Among the ladies, I par- 
ticularly diftinguiihed* the Duchefs of Courland, 
Princefs Repnin, and Countefs Bruce. Among 
the gentlemen. Prince Pptetnkin, Marfhal Ra- 
zbmofski, and Count Ivan Tchemichef, The 
Emprefs led the way, leaning upon the arm of 
Marfhal Razomofski, and, paf&ng in great {late 
through the feveral apartments, walked two or 
three times round the hall of Apollo, and then fat 
down to cards in one olltiie adjoining rooms* 
The company flocked thither in crouds without 
diftinftion, and arranged themfelves, as they could 
find admittance, round the table, at a refpedlful 
diftance. The Emprefs withdrew, as ufual, be- 
fore eleven. 

A feparate edifice of brick, ftuccoed white, call- 
ed the Hermitage, communicates with the palace 
by means of a covered gallery. It takes its ap- 
pellation from its being the fcene of imperial re- 
tirement, but bears no other refemblance to an 
hermitage except in its name, the apartments be- 
ing extremely fpacious, and decorated in a fuperb 
ftyle of regal magnificence. To this favourite 
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fpot the Emprefs ufually repairs for an hour or 
two every day ; and oh a Thurfday evening flie 
gives a private ball and fuppe^ to the principal 
perfons who form her court, foreign minifters 
and foreign noblemen being feldom invited. At 
this entertainment all ceremony is faid to be ba- 
niflied, as far as is confident with that refpedl 
which is paid to a great fovereign. The attend* 
ance of fervants is excluded ; while the fupper and 
various refreihments are prefented on fmall tables^ 
which rife through trap doors. Many direftions 
for the regulation of this feleft fociety are dif- 
pofed in the various apartments. The meaning 
of thofe written in the Ruffian tongue was ex- 
plained to me by a gentleman of the company ; 
aiid their general tend^y was to encourage free- 
dom from etiquette, and to inculcate the mod un- 
reftraned eafe and behaviour. One written in 
the French language I comprehended and retained. 
<* AflTeyez vous ou vous voulez, et quand il vous 
" plaira, fans qu'on le repete mille fois*.'* 

This hermitage contains a numerous aflem- 
blage of piftures, chiefly purchafed by her prefent 
Majefty. Its principal ornament was the cele- 
brated colleftion of Crozat, which defcended by 
inheritance to the Baron de Thieres, upon whofe 

* Sit down where you chufe, and when you pleafe, without 
Its being repeated to you a tbouland times. 
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death the Emprefs purchafed it from his heirs. 
The Houghton coUefition, the 1oj6 of which every 
lover of die arts in England muft fincerely regret, 
will form a moft valuable acceffion. 

A w^inter and fummer garden, comprifed with- 
in the fcite of the building, are Angular curiofities, 
and fuch as do not . perhaps occur in any other 
palace in Europe. The fummer garden, in the 
true Afiatic ftyle, occupies the whole level top of 
the edifice. At this feafon of the year, it was en-» 
tirely buried under the friow, which prevented 
our viewing it. The winter garden is entirely 
roofed, and furrouhded with glafs frames. It is 
an high and fpacious hot-houfe, laid out' in gravel 
walks, ornamented witiBl parterres of flowers, 
orange trees, and other ilmibs, and peopled with 
feveral birds of fundry forts and various climates, 
which flitted from tree to tree. The whole exhi-. 
bited a pleafing eflefi, and was the more delight- 
ful, as being contrafled with the difmal and dreary 
feafon of the year. 

The ordinary diftribution of the Emprefs's time 
at Peterfburgh, as far as I could coUeft from en- 
quiries, which I had many opportimities of mak- 
ing, as it conciems fo great a Princefs, cannot be 
unacceptable to the reader. 

Her Majefty ufually rifes about fix, and is en- 
gaged till eight or nine in public bufinefs with her 
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fecretaiy. At ten Ihc generally begins her toilet ; 
and while her hair is dreffing, the ininifters of 
flate, and her aid-de-eamps in waiting, pay their 
refpefts, arid receive their orders. Being drelied 
about eleven, ftie fends for her grand-children, the 
young princes Alexander and Conftantine, or vifits 
them in their own apartment. >Before dinner fhe 
receives a vifit from the Great Duke and Duchefe ; 
and fits dowr\ to table rather before one. She has al- 
ways company at dinner, ufually about nine perfons, 
confiding of the generals and lords ia waiting, a 
lady of the bed-chamber, a maid of honour, and 
two or three of the Ruflian nobility, 'wiiom fhe 
invites. Their Imperial Highn^fles dine with hes 
three times in the wee]|| oh which days the party 
is increafed to eighteen perfons* 

The Ibrd of the bed-chamber in waiting, who 
always fits oppofite to the Emprefs, carves one 
Ciifii and prefents it to her; an, attention- which* 
after having once politely accepted, flie afterwards 
difpenfes with. Her Majefty is remarkably tem- 
perate, and is feldom at table more than an hour. 
From thence fhe retires to her own apartment ; 
and about three frequently repairs to her library 
in the Hermitage. At five fhe goes to the theatre* 
or to a private concert, and when there is no court 
in the evening, has a private party at cards. She 

feldom 
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feldom fups ; generally retires at half paft ten ; 
and is ufually in bed before eleven. 

The Ruffian nobility are diftinguiflied for their 
hofpitality towards foreigners. We were no fooner 
prefented to a 'perfon of rank and fortune, than we 
were regarded in the light of domeftic vifitants. 
Many of the nobility keep an open table, to which 
the firfl invitation was confidered as a (landing 
paflTport of admiffion. The only form neceffary 
to be obferved on this occafion, was to make en-i* 
quiry in the morning if the maftdr of the houfe 
dined at home; and if he did, we, without farther 
ceremony, prefented ourfelves at his table. The 
oftener we appeared at tbefe hofpitable boards, the 
more acceptable gueils we were efteemed; and 
we always feemed to confer, inflead of receiving,, 
an obligation. 

The tables were fervcd with great profufioii 
and tafte, » Though the Ruffians have adopted the 
delicacies of French cookery ; yet they neither af- 
feft to defpife their native difhes, nor fqueamifhly 
rejedl the folid joints, which charafterize our re- 
pafts. The plaineft, as well as the dioiceft viands, 
were collefted from the moft diftant quarters. I 
have frequently feen, at the fame time, fterlet from 
the Volga ; veal from Archangel ; mutton from 
Ailrachan; beef ^rom the Ukraine; and phea- 

fants 
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.iknts from Hungary and Bohemia. Their conw 
mon wines are chiefly claret, burgundy, and 
•champaigne ; and I never tafted Englilh beer and 
porter in greater perfeftion and abundance. Be- 
fore dinner, even in the houfes of perfons of the 
firft didindion, a fmall table is fpread in a corner 
of the drawing room, covered with plates of caviare, 
dried and pickled herrings, fmoked ham or tongue, 
bread, butter, and^cheefe, together with bottles erf" 
•different liqueurs \ and few of the company of 
either fex omitted a prelude of this kind to the 
main entertainment. Tliis practice has induced 
many travellers to relate, that the Ruffians fwallow 
bowls of brandy before dinner. What are the 
ufages of the vulgar in this particular, I cannot 
determine ; but among the nobility I never ob- 
ferved the leaft violation of the moft extreme fo- 
briety. And this cuftom of taking liqueur before 
dinner, confidering the extreme fmallnefs of the 
glalTes ufed on this occafion, is a very innocent re-< 
frefhment, and will not convey the fainteft idea 
of excefs. Indeed, the Ruffians in no other wife 
differ from the French in this inftance, than that 
they tafte a glafs of liqueur before their repaft, 
while the latter defer it till after dinner. The 
ufual hour of dining is at three. Their entertain- 
ments are moIUy regulated according to the French 
ceremonial, the wine being circulated during 

meals 



{ 94 ) 

meals ; anci the diflies are no fooner removed, 
than the company retire from table into another 
room, and are inmiediately ferved with coffee. 
Nor do the gentlemen, as in England, continue 
wedded to the bottle, while die ladies withdraw into 
a feparate apartment.* 

Several of the nobility alfo receive company 
every evening in the mod eafy manner. The 
parties ufually met about feven. Some fat down 
to whift, macao, loo, and other games. Some 
converfed, and others danced. Amid the refrefli- - 
ments tea was handed round no lefs frequently than 
in England. At ten, fupper was brought in ; and 
the party generally broke up between eleven and 
twelve. It is no exaggeration to fay, that, during 
our continuance in this city, not one evening pafled, 
but we had it in our power to attend an aflembly 
of this fort ; and if we had always frequented the 
fame, we ftiould always have found the greateft 
cordiality of reception. From thefe circumftances 
there is perhaps no metropolis in Europe, except- 
ing Vienna, which is rendered jAljPe agreeable to 
foreigners than Peterlburgh. 
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ANECDOTE OF THE LATE EMPEROR 

OF GERMANY. 

T>RINCE EUGENE, the celebrated warrior, 
•*" being about to take leave of the Emperor, 
previous to fetting off for his camp at Futatch, in 
May 17171 was told by the Monarch, •* that he 
•* was relblved to put a generaliffimo over him, 
** whom he muft obey.'* The prince was greatly 
furprifed at this unexpe£ked intelligence ; and, after 
the firft emotions were over, ventured to aik the 
name of the perfon. On which his Imperial Ma- 
jefty gave him a crucifix, with this infcription, 
JESUS CHRISTUS GENERALISSIMJJS, 
fet with diamonds. 

Prince Eugene received his fuperior officer with 
great marks of refpeft and gratitude, telling the 
Emperor, that, during the campaign, he would 
make free to place him in his camp-chapel. 



BON MOT OF MR. WHISTON. 



nPHE Rev. Mr. Whifton, fo well known in the 

literary world for his writings, being one day 

in difcourfe with the late Lotd Chief Juftice King, 

vfKo 
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who was brought up at Exeter a rigid dillenter^ a 
debate arofe about flgning articles, which men do 
not believe, for the fake of preferment, which the 
Chief Juftice openly juftified; " becaufe," faidhe, 
<* we muft not lofc our ufefulnefs for fcruples/* 
Mr. Whifton, who was quite of an oppofite opi- 
nion, aflced his Lordfhip, ** if in their courts they 
** allowed of fuch prevarication ?" He anfwered, 
" they did not."—" Then," faid Mr. Whifton, 
«< Suppofe God Almighty ihould be as juft in the 
** next world as my Lofd Chief Juftice is in this, 
•** where are- we then V* 



ANECDOTE OF A REMARKABLE SUI- 
CIDE WHICH HAPPENED AT LYONS 
A FEW YEARS AGO. 

A YOUNG man, well known in that city, 

handfome, well-made, of an amiable difpo- 

fition, and very accompHflied, fell in love with a 

young woman, whofe parents refufed their confent 

to his propofals of marriage. 

The lover, in an agonizing fit, broke a blood 
vefleli The furgeon declared there was rib re- 
medy to ftop the bleeding. His miftrefs found the 
means of getting an interview widi her lover, and 

prefented 
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prelented him with a brace of piftols and two 
poignards, that in cafe the former (hould fail, the 
latter might certainly difpatch them. 

They embraced each other tenderly, for the laft 
time. The triggers of both the piftols were 
fattened to rofe-coloured ribands. The lover 
took hold of the riband of th>l piftol, which was 
defighed to difpatch his miftrrfs, — and flie held that 
defigned for her lover. At a fignal agreed upon, 
they both fired at the' fame time, — and both in- 
ftantly fell down dead. 



ANECDOTE OF DR. SWIFT. 

'TPHE natural acrimony of Swift's temper was 
'•" increafed by repeated difappointmcnts. This 
gave a fplenetic tindlure to his writings ; and 
amidft the duties of private and domeftic life, it 
too frequently appeared to (hade the luftre of his 
more eminent virtues. A prefentiment which he 
had long entertained of that wretchedncfs, which 
would inevitably overtake him towards the clofc of 
life, by the failure of his intcllccSs, clouded- his 
mind with the mod melancholy ideas, and tinged 
every objecl around him. 
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One time, in a journey from Drogheda to Na- 
\^n, the Dean rode before the company, made a 
fudden flop, diCmounted his horfe, fell on his 
knees, lifted up his hands, -and prayed in the moft 
de\'0ut manner. When his friends came up, he 
defired and infifted on tlieir alighting, which they 
did, and aflced him irfmeaning. " Gendemen,'* 
faid he, " pray jo5^yo«r hearts in feryent prayers 
** with mine, that I may never be like this oak tree, 
'^ which- is decayed and withered at top, whilft all 
** the other parts are found," ^ , 



ANECDOTE OF THE DUKE OF HA- 
MILTON,'^ WITH REGARD TO KIS- 
SING THE POPE'S TOE. 

RELATED BY DR. MOORE. 

T> Y the influence of example, and the pomp , 
'^^ which furrounds the idol, I have, for fome 
time part, been in danger of being feduced into 
idolatry ; and lately I have adlually bowed the 
knee to Baal, from mere wanton nefs. We are 
told, that to draw near to thaj being, who ought 
to be the only obje£l of worlhip, with our lips, 
while our hearts are far from him, is a mockery. 

Such 
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Such daring and abfufd hypocrify I flmll alwayg 
avoid. But to have drawn near to him^ who ought 
not to be an objeft of worfhip, with the lips only, 
while the heart continued at ^ diltancc, I hope 
will be cohfidered as no more than a venial tranC- 
greflion. In fhort, I truft. that it will not be 
looked on a& a mortal fin iqjProteftants to have 
kilTed the Pope's toe. If it fhould, fome of your 
friends are in a deplorable way, as. you (hall hear. 
It* is ufual for ftrangers to be prefented to his Ho* 

linefs, before they leave Rome. The D of 

H ■ > , Mr. K, and myfelf, have all been at 
the Vatican together, upon that important bufi- 
nefs. Your young acquaintance Jack, who, hav- 
ing now gpt a commillibn in the army, confiders 
himfelf no l(Miger as a boy, defired to accompany 
us. We went under the aufpices of a certain ec- 
clefiaftic, who ufually attends the Englifb on fucli 
occafions. 

He very naturally concluded, that it would be 
mod agreeable to us to have the circumftance of 
kiffing the flipper dlfpenfed with. Having had 
fome converfation, therefore, with his Holinefs, 
in his own apartment, while we remained in an- 
other room, previous to our introdudlion, he af- 
terwards returned, and informed us, that the Pontiff, 
indulgent to the prejudices of the Britlfli nation, 
did Aotinfiit on that part of the ceremonial, and 

£ 2 ti\<^v;^i^ 
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therefore a very low bow, oh our being prtfented, 
was all that would be required of us« 

" A bowr cried the D of H ; 

<* I fhoiild not have given myfelf any trouble 
*< about the matter, had I fufpecled that all was 
to end in a bow. I look on kiffing the toe 
as the only amu|bg circumftance yf the whole. 
If that is to be omitted, I will^ot be intro- 
duced at all. For if the mofl: ludicrous part is 
~<* left out, who would wait for the reft of a 
*' farce?" 

This was a thunderftroketoouriegociator, who 
expedled thanks, at leaft, for the h&jti|able terms 
he had obtained ; but who, on the oHRrary, found^ 
himfelf in the fame difagreeable predicament with 
other negociators, who have met with abufe and 
reproach from their countrymen, on a'ccount of 
treaties for which they expelled univerfal ap- 
plaufe. • 

The D of H knew notliing of the 

treaty which our introducer had juft concluded, 
otherwife he would certainly have prevented the 
negociation. As I perceived, however, that our 
ambaffador was mortified with the thoughts, that 
all his labour (liould prove abortive, J faid, that, 
although he had prevailed with his Holinefs to 
wave that part of the ceremonial, which his Grace 
tliought fo entertaining, yet it would «nqueftion- 

ab'y 
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ibly be ftlll more agreeable to him that the whole 
fhould be performed to hs iitmofl extent. This 
new arrangement, therefore, needed not be an ob- 
ftru£lion to our being prefented. 

The countenance of our condu£lor brightened 
up at this propofal. He immediately uflicrcd us 
into the prefence of the fuprcmc Pontiff. We 
all bowed to the ground. The fupplefl of the 
company had the happinefs to touch the facred 
flipper with their lips, and the lead agile were 
within a few inches of that honour. As this was 
more than had been bargained for, his Holinefs 

4bemed agreeably furprized, raifed the D with 

a fmiling countenance, and converfcd with him 
in an obliging manner, alking the common qucf- 
tions. How long he had been in Italy ? Whether 
he found Rome agreeable ? When he intended to 
let out for Naples? — He faid fomething of the 
fame kind to each of the company ; and, after 
about a quarter of an hour or twenty minutes, we 
took our leave. 

Next day his Holinefs fent his compliments to 

the D , with a prefent of two medals, one of 

gold, and the other of filver ; on both of which 
the head of the PontiiF is very accurately cjx^ 
graved. 
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ANECDOTES OF HIS LATE PRUSSIAN 
MAJESTY'S ADMIRABLE PENETRA- 
TION. 

I. TOURING the courfe of the war when the 
-^^ King was in Silefia, the valet-de-chamr 
bre, in whom he placed the greateft confidence^ 
was engaged, probably by a great reward, to ppi- 
fon him. The King, who was a phyfiognomift, 
perceivirg one day that the valet trembled as he . 
brought him his chocolate, looked ftedfaftly at 
him, and faid, " I know that you have been* 
** bribed to poifon me." The madi denied the 
faS; but the chocolate being given to a dog, 
killed him in two hours. The King was qiafter 
enough of himfelf to check his refentment, an^ 
having obliged the unfaithful fervant to dijtover 
to him the perfon who had feduced him, 5nd the 
means which had been employed, he fent the valet 
to Spandau, from whence he was fet free a feiar 
years ago. 

II. A Silefian nobleman, in whom the King 
had placed a certain degree of confidence, formed 
the dcfign of delivering him up to the Auftrians, 
at a certain day and hour agreed upon with their* 
General ; and the defign was to be executed when 
ihe King went out to reconnoitre, cfcorted only 

by 
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by a few hunters, as was generally the cafe. The 
Baron's aacomplice was tlie curate of iho village 
where the King lodged, who informed the Auf* 
trian" ports of what pafled. One day, when the 
King had rode out to reconnoitre, a hunter be- 
longing to the Baron threw himfelf at his feet, and 
gave him a letter, which he had been oraercd to 
carry to the curate, faying, " Sire, I believe this 
^ letter contains fomething of confequcnce to your 
** Majefty." The King perceiving in the letter 
evident marks of the treafonable plot, and having 
learned on examination, that there was really an 
ambufcade in a place where he was to pafs, feitt 
a detachment of cavalry to feize upon the Baron. 
As the officer, who commanded the detachment, 
knew nothing of the reafons of this arreft, and 
the artful Baron appeared to receive the King's or- 
der with tranquillity and good humour, and a^^ 
his part with dexterity and eafe, the officer at 
lowed his prifoner to retire for a moment to an- 
other apartment, which facilitated his efcape, as 
there was a window open, and a horfe ready to 
receive him. When the officer, on his return 
without the prifoner, acquainted the King with 
the ill fuccefs of his commiffion, the latter did no 
more than fay to him coldly : " Return to your 
«< corps— you're a clumfy fellow — I'll employ 
** you no more on fuch an occafion," 
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*« 



( 104 ) 

ANECDOTES RELATING TO TtlE 
PRIVATE LIFE OF THE LATE KING 
OF PRUSSIA. 

Tj^REDERICK III. one of the greatefl men 

^ that ever filled a throne, goverried without mi- 

nifters ; for thofe who^ under him, bore that name, 

did no more than copy and difpatch his ord^s. 

Every objefl: of military and political government ; 

every thing that related to finances, legillation, and 

commerce, was fubje^l to his fole dire£lion. and 

impulfe. As he was a great captain, a ftatefman, 

a philofopher, a poet, and author, he poflefled all 

the qualities that lead to honour and power. Bold 

in his plans, which always fuccceded, becaufe they 

were formed with wifdom, and executed with 

dexterity, — fuperior in the open field, — admirable 

in tlie choice of his ports and his order of battle, — 

rapid and accurate in his judgment, — ^valiant even 

to exccfs, — adored by his foldiers, — dreaded by his 

officers, — ^and fure of the difcipUne and regularity 

of his troops ; — ^he availed himfelf of the celerity 

of their manoeuvres, to venture upon fudden.and 

uncxpefted movements. 

It muft, at the fame time, be acknowledged, 
ihzt this prince was neithec famous for conducing 
ficges, nor for defending fortifications. The branch 

of 
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of the art of war, called ofFenfive, was that ia 
which he truly excelled. It was analogous to hit 
chara(9;er and genius. 

Though cautious in forming his plans, he was* 
almoft raih in the execution. His great objedl 
And paffion was to cruih oppofition at on« flroke* 
He was too fanguine in reaping the advantages of 
viSory* 

When repulfed, he repaired his lofi with aa 
amazing celerity ; for all his meafures were thp 
cfFeAs of a plan laid before-hand, to provide for alt 
contingencies. 

' Frederick fpoke all the modern languages witl^ 
elegance and grace. He was learned in almoft all 
the fciences. He was free from all prejudice, — 
appreciated a man by what he was, and not by 
what he believed, — believing himfclf, little or no- 
thing. 

Magnificent on certain occafions, parfimonious 
from principle, he rewarded nobly, but rarely ; and 
had the happy art of fecuring the zeal and attach- 
ment of tliofe whufe fervices lie ftood in need of, 
not fo much by lavilhiug favours upt)n them, as 
by keeping them m the expcclution of a recoin^ 
pence. ^1 

. His perfon was not graceful, th(r.;gh tliere wSk 
.fomcthing majeftic in his air. llii, conicitiiiicn 
was (Irongj and from liis carlicfl yoi:th he hikl 

y 5 hecti 
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Seen accuftemed to hard labotrr, both of body and 
tnind^ Though (hort-^righted> his eyes were full 
of vivacity -and iire* His drefs was pkin. He 
always wore his uniform, which was c^en old 
and dirty. When he was on horfe-back, he had 
a martial iodc ; and it was eafy, even throu^ tha 
negligence oi his apparel, to diftinguiih the warrior* 
His private life was remarkable for its unifoN 
mlty. He rofe always at four in the funtmer, 
and five in winter. He vras drefled in two mi- 
nutes. He always flept - without a night-<ap, 
•and neither ufed a night-gown nor flippers; 
As foon as he was drefled, the adjutant of the 
firft battalion of guards brought him a written 
lid of all the perfons that were arrived at, or 
had fet out from Potfdam, and of every thing thit 
had pafled in the garrifbn ; after which the Mo- 
narch fliut himfelf up in his cabinet, and applied 
to bufinefs alcMie, till feven, when he pafled into 
another apartment. Here he found his chocolate 
feady, and all the letters that had been sKklrefled to 
him, the day before, from Berlin, Potfdam, and 
his interior dominions. The foreign letters and 
difpatches were arranged apart on another table. 
JHc read them all, — ^wrote hints or notes on the 
inargin of thofe that were to be anfwered by his 
Secretaries, — carried with him fuch as he defigned 
lb anfwer Juaifelf,««and leturQcd to bis cabinet, 
^t whef& 



^here he did bufinefs with a particular Secretary 
till nine o'clock. Hc^ then received the accountSv 
and difpatches of his three Secretaries, and read, 
and figned the letters they had drawn up. 

At ten o'clock, the Generals that were about his 
perfon, were called fucceffively into his cabii^ct^ 
where he talked with them politics, taftics, &c. and 
received thofe to whom an audience h^ been pre«^ 
vioufly granted. 

At eleven, he rode out on horfe-back, to take 
the air ; and three days of the week he went, at 
that hour, to the parade : he reviewed the troops, 
made them go through their exercife, and perform 
the neceflary manoeuvres. 

When the King did not exercife his troops, he 
went on horfe-back, or on foot, through the ftreets 
of Potfdam, accompanied by a fingle page and an 
adjutant ;— -he vifited the buildings that were carv 
tying on by his order ; — ^he returned afterwards to 
Sans-fouci, where he found his generals, and thofe 
whom he had invited to table, — he walked with 
them, till one o'clock, in the garden, when the 
weather was good; and in the great gallery^ 
when it rained. 

The dinner confided of eight difhes (the foiqi 
and bouilli not included) which were brought im 
one by one. 

F6 It 
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It was generally the King who carved, and 
ferved the company. Of the eight diihes, four 
were drefled in the French manner, two in the 
Italian, and two particularly to the King's tafte. 
They were all fucculent and nice ; and no won- 
der, for each difh was drefled by a feparate cook» 
who had his kitchen apart. Hence the King's 
table, though not magnificent, was .very expen- 
live. 

The defert confided chiefly of fweet rheats and 
fruit ; which latter article was provided with pe- 
culiar care, as the fruits of all countries, and all 
feafons, appeared at the King's table ; and the 
royal gardens contributed richly to this part of the 
repaft. 

His Majefty dined plentifully^ and made the 
pleafure lafl a good while. He drank at table a 
bottle of burgundy, and fome glafles of champaign. 
He fat at table until half an hour after three ; and, 
during the defert, he converfed and joked with his 

generals. 

None were admitted to the King's table but 
generals, colonels, and fome perfons whom his 
Majclly liked particularly. Strangers were never 
admitted, except on court-days, which happened 
rartlv ; and never at Suns-fouci, which was the 
the King's ordinary refidence. 

After 
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After dinner, he withdrew into a cabinet, wheie 
coffee was ferved, and where he found the perfons 
who came thither by fpecial orders, without which, 
no mortal, not even his own minifters, approached 
that manfion. 

' At five o'clock, he dlfmiflTcd all the compdny^ 
and retired into a cabinet, where his Privy-coun- 
fellors brought his Majefty their anfwers to letters 
and difpatches, which he read and figned. The 
anfwers were fent off at fix o'clock, and all was 
tranfafled with fuch order and expedition, that 
the perfon who wrote to the King, and put his 
letter into the proper office, was fure to have an 
anfwer in four and twenty hours. 

At fix, all bufinefs wqls finiflied ; and his Ma- 
jefty foftened with mufic the cares of tlie empire, 
till feven. In fummer, he walked with the ^me* 
rals till eight, and then bid them a good night. 

The King neither played nor hunted. His 
hours, after the concert in winter, were employed 
in hearing the new produftions of literature read 
to him : — he even fometimes took the book out of 
the hand of his reader^, and read aloud for half an 
hour. 

After this, he retired to his bed-chamber, where 
one of his cooks (for' he . had no maftcr of- his 
houfehold, nor fie ward at Sans-fouci) brought hun 
the bill of fare for the next day, with tlie price of 
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each difli> nay even of its ingredients, marked on 
the margin. 

The King altered what he difliked, ordered 
fomething elfe inftead of the rejefted difli, exclaim- 
ed againft the roguery of his cooks, and always 
concluded by paying the account as it flood. 

He behaved in the feme Tf ay with all the ac- 
counts relative to his houfehold, ftables, kitchen, 
liveries, &c. which were prefented to him, and 
cleared monthly. When he faw them fwelled 
beyond meafure, he fcolded lik\s a fury, and paid 
like a prince. 

After all thefe domeftic affairs were finiflied, he 
went to bed, and joked a little with Quintus Ici- 
liiis, who talked him to fleep. 

The King had never any of the great officers 
of the crown about his perfon, nor even his cham-* 
berlain. Two pages, two horfemen ol" the corps, 
called chafTeurs de cheval, four of the light hunters 
(pet its chafleurs}, four footmen, and twp chamber 
huflfars, compofed his whole houfehold. When 
he rode out, he had with him only a page, a hun- 
ter, and a groom, with a led horfe. He had nei- 
ther coach nor carriage at Sans-fouci. He went 
always on horfe-backi except in long joumies. 
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A VERY CURIOUS ANECDOTE, 

TPHE Princefs of Pruflia, having ordered fomtf 
, rich filks from Lyons, which pay a high diity 
|t Stetin, the place of her relidence, the cuftonr- 
houfe officer rudely arrefted them, until the duties 
(hoyld be paid. The Princefs, incenfed, let him 
know that Ihe would fatisfy his demands, and de>- 
fired that he would come himfelf with the filks 
for that purpofe. On his entrance into the apart- 
ments of the Princefs, (he flew at him, feized the 
merchandize, gave the officer two or three cuffs in 
die face, and turned him out of doors. The proud 
and mortified excifeman, in a violent fit of refent- 
ment, drew up a memorial, in vdiich he comw 
plained bitterly of the difhonourable treatment he 
had met with in the exercife of his office. The 
King, having read the memorial, anfwered it as 
ft)llows : 

" The lofs of the duties belongs to my account. 
** The filks are to remain in the polFeffion of the 
" Princefs. — ^The cuffs with him that received 
<* them. — ^As to the fuppofed difhonour, I cancel 
it at the requeft of the complainant : — but it is 
of itfelf null ; — for the whije hand of a fair lady 
cannot poffibly difhonour the face of a cuftom- 
«« houfe officer." 

(Signed) FREDERICK 

: Birlin^ Nov. 30, 1 7 78 . 
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A MEDICAL ANECDOTE. 

A GENTLEMAN of narrow circumftance^, 
•*^ -^^ whofe health was on the decline, finding 
that an ingenious phyfician occafionally dropped 
into a coffee-houfe that he frequented, not very 
remote from Lincoln's-Inn, ^ways placed him- 
fclf vis-a-vis the doftor, in the fame box, and 
made many indireft eflForts to withdraw the 
doctor's attention from the newfpaper to exa*- 
minc the index of his conftitution. He at laft 
ventured si bold pu(h at once, ift the following 
terms: •* Djdor," faid he,." I have, for a long 
•* time, been very far from being well, and as I 
*• belong to an office, where I am obliged to at- 
•* tend every day, the complaints I have prove 
" very troublefome to me, and I fhopld be glad 
" to remove them." — The do6lor laid -down his 
paper, and regarded his patient with a fleady eye^ 
while he proceeded : — ** I have but little appetite, 
** and digeft what I eat very poorly ; — I have a 
<* Itrangc fvvimming in my head, &c." In (hort, 
after givmg rne doctor a full quarter of an hour-s 
detail of all his fymptoms, he concluded the (late 
of his cafe with a dire£t queftion : — ** Pray, doc- 
« tv)r, ^\ hat fliall I taker" The dofl:or> in the 
act of refuming,his newfpiper, gwe him the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing laconic prefcription : — " Take; whyi 
»' take advice!'* 



ANECDOTES OF SIR WALTER RA- 
LEIGH, CONGREVE, BISHOP LATI- 
MER, AND OTHERS. 

I. TTOBACCO was firft brought into repute in 

^ England by Sir Walter Raleigh. By the 

caution he took of fmoaTcing it privately, he did 

hot intend it fhould be copied. But fitting oac 

day, in deep meditation, with a pipe in his mouthj 

* Jie imdvertenily called to his man to bring him 

.a tankard of fmall-beer. The fellow, coming 

into the room, threw all the liquor into his m^f- 

^ter*? face, and luaning dpwh flairs, bawled out, 

•< Fire ! Help \ Sir Walter has ftpdied till his 

" head is on fire, and the fmoak burfts out of his 

** mouth and tiofe !'* . ' 

II. When Congreve was afked by a courti' 
Jady, why, in his corriedles, he made fa free 
-with the fex? ** Becatife," faid the bard, " I 
" draw my charafters froittyj^^rf." 

III. Dr. Hugh Latirop^, -^a of the primitive 
reformers, was raif(^ to^thc'" Ijj^oprick of Woi^. 

-•»#•'• •"^.- cefter 
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cefter in the reign of Henry VIII. It was the 
cudom of thofe limes for each of the bifliops to 
make prefents to the King of a purfe of gold, on 
New-year's-day. Bilhop Latimer went with the 
reft of his brethren to make the ufual offering ; .-j^ 
but, inftead of a purfe pf gold, he prefented dwr 
King with a New Teftament, in which was a 
leaf doubled down to this paflage, «' Whorc^ 
*^ mongers and adulterers God will judge." 

IV Two perfons of Naples having negleSed 
to fend for their portraits, which had been painted 
by Lucas Giordano, this artift refolved to expofe 
them to the public, with this infcription : ** I am . 
** here through want of money." By this fcheme 
he foon got his money. 

V. In England, as the titles of nobility are li- 
mited, and cannot be ufurped by fiftitious cha- 
rafters without deteftion, they confer a degree of 
confideration. upon the poffellbr, far fuperior to 
what is obferved in foreign countries, where they 
are abundant to an extreme, and '^here every 
needy adventurer can aflume therft. A German 
Baron, in derifion, once obferved to a French 
Marquis, that the title of Marquis was very com- 
mon in France : ** I,** added he, laughing, ** have . 
** a Marquis in Aiy kitchen." — " And I," re- 
torted the FrenchoMmi who felt himfelf infulted, 
«* have a Gcrm^^ Baron ill my ftable." This 

^f^ ' ■* repartee 

m 
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-fepartec was particularly happy; it being well 
known that German- grooms are as common out 
of their own country, as are pFcnch cooks. It 
aiFords a juft leflbn too, againft the folly, as well 
as rudenefs of all national reflexions • 
^|(/I. Pigalle, the celebrated artift, who had laid 
bywelvelouis d'or for his journey from Lyons 
to Paris, feeing one day a man, who was walking 
with vlfible marks of deep-felt forrow in his coun- 
tenance, boldly accofted him, and aiked him, if he 
could any way relieve him? — *• Ah, Sir !" exclaim- 
ed the ftranger, " for want often Louis, I muft bo 
«< dragged this evening to a dungeon, and be feparat- 
" ed from a tender wife and numerous family."-— ^ 
" Is that all ?" replied the humane artift : " Come 
** along with me ; I have twelve of them in my 
" trunk, and they are all at your fervice." Afriend^ 
who met him by chance next day, a&ed him 
whether he had relieved the diftrefles of a poor 
man, as was publicly reported at Lyons : " All, 
** mon ami," faid Pigalle, " what a delicious 
" fupper did I make laft night, upon bread and 
«' cheefe, with a family who blefled me at'everjr 
" mouthful they ate,- which was moiftened with 
*' the tears of gratitude." 

VII. Mr. Godca ufed-to fay, — " that the pa- 
^ radife of an author was-, to compofe, — his pur- 

* ^ ** gatorx 
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** gatory, to read over and polifh his compofitions, 
** and Kis hell, to correft the printer's proofs.'* 

VIII. The Princefs Margaret of Savoy, daugh- 
ter of the Emperor Maximilian and Mary of Bur- 
gundy, who governed the Low Countries for fome 
time, during the reign of her nephew, Charles. the 
Fifth, was not only the proteftrefs of learning In 
her time, but diftinguiihed by the elegance of her 
own genius. In her tender years Ihe was be- 
trothed to Charles VIIL King of France; but 
that Prince having forfaken her for Anne of Bre- 
tagne, Ihe was next betrothed to the Prince of 
Spain. In her voyage from the Low Countries 
to Spain, a fudden tempeft arifing, the fliip in 
which (he failed was in danger of being wrecked. 
In that moment of terror and danger the Princefs 
compofed the following epitaph for herfelf, in th« 
old French of that time :— • 

« Cy gift Margot, la gente demoifelle, 

«< Qu'eut deux maris, et fi mourut pucelle," 

•«* Under this tomb is high-born MargVet laid, 
^ Who had two huibands, and yet died a mgid 
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ANECDOTE OF A CELEBRATED 
BEAUTY; WITH A SHORT AC- 
COUNT OF A GREAT CURIOSITY 
IN A 'SICILIAN CONVENT. 

> 

RELATED BY MR. BRYDONE. 

A T Bologna they fhewed us the fkeleton of a 
"*^ ^ celebrated beauty, who died at a period of 
life when fhe was ftill the obje£l of univerfal ad- 
miration. By way of making an atonement for 
her own vanity, (he bequeathed herfelf as a mo- 
nument,, to curb the vanity of others. Recol- 
lefting, on her death-bed, the great adulation that 
had been paid to her charms, and the fatal change 
they were foon to undergo, fhe ordered that her 
body fliould be differed, and her bones hung up 
for the infpeftion of all young maidens who are 
inclined ^p be vain of their beauty. 

Our late vifit to the famous convent of Capu-. 
chins, about a mile without the city of Palermo, 
brought this anecdote to my remembrance. It 
contains nothing very remarkable but the burial- 
place, which indeed is a great curiofity. This is 
a valt fubterraneous apartmcjit, divided into large 
commodious galleries, the walls on each fide of 
which arc hollowed into a variety of niches, as if 

intQudeA 
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intended for a great coUedlion of ftatues. Thefc 
niches, inftead of ftatues, are all filled with dead 
bodies, fet upright upon their legs, and fixed by 
the back to the infide of the nich. ' Their nam- 
ber is about three hundred. They are all drefled 
in the clothes they ufually wore, and form a moft 
refpeflable and venerable allembly. The (kin and 
mufcles, by a certain preparation, become as dry 
and hard as a piece of ftock-fifh ; and although 
many of them have been here upwards of 250 
years, yet none are reduced, to fkeletons. The 
mufcles, indeed, in fome appear to be a good 
deal more (hrunk than in others; probably be- 
caufe ij^ek perfons had been more extenuated at 
the time of their death. 

Here the people of Palermo pay daily vifits to 
their deceafed friends, and recall with pleafure 
and regret the fcen«s of their pad life. Here 
they familiarize themfelves with their future ftate, 
and chufe the company they would wifli to keep 
in the other world. It is a common thing to 
make choice of their nich, and to try if their body 
fits it, that no alterations may be neceffary after 
they are dead ; and fometimes, by way of a vo- 
luntary penance, they accuftom themfelves to ftand 
for hours in thefe niches. 

The bodies of the princes and firft nobility are 
lodged in handfome chells or trunks, fome of them- 

richly 
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xichly adorned. Thefe are not in the fliape of 
coffins, but all of one width, and about a foot 
and a half,' or two feet deep. The keys are kept 
by the neareft relations of the family, who fome- 
times come and drop a tear over their departed 
fri^ds. 

I am not fure if this is not a better method of 
difpofing of the dead than ours. Thefe vifits 
muft prove admirable leflbns of humility ; and I 
aflure you they are not fuch obj6(^s of terror as 
you would imagine. They are faid, even for 
ages after death, to retain a ftrong likenefs to 
what they were when alive ; fo that as foon as 
you have conquered the firft feelings excited, by 
thefe venerable figures, you only confider this as a 
vaft gallery of original portraits, drawn after the 
life, by the jufteft and moft unprejudiced haod. 
It muft be owned that the colours are rather 
faded ; and the pencil does not appear to have 
been the moft flattering in the world. But no 
matter, it is the pencil of truth, and not of a 
mercenary, who only wants to pleafe. 

We were alleging too, that it might be made 
of very confiderable utility to fociety ; and that 
thefe dumb orators could give the moft pathetic 
ledures upon pride and vanity. Whenever a fel- 
low began to ftrut, or affedl the haughty fuperci- 

liouf. 
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Kous air, he fhould be fent to converfe with his 
friends in the gallery ; and if their arguments did 
not bring him to a proper way of thinking, I 
would give him up as incorrigible. 

If the lady abovemcntioned had been prefcrved 
in this moral gallery, the leflbn would have been 
ftrongcr ; for thofe very features that had raifed 
her vanity wonld ftill have remained, only di- 
verted of all their power, and difarmed of every 
charm. 

Some of the Capuchins fleep in thefe galleries 
every night, and pretend to have many wonderful 
vilions and revelations ; but the truth is, that very 
few people believe them. 



ANECDOTES OF DR. JOHNSON- 



. RELATED BY MRS. PIOZZI. 

L T^R. JOHNSON did not much delight in 
•^^ that kind of converfation, which confifts 
in telling ftories. He was, however, no enemy 
to that fort of talk from the famous Mr. Foote, 
whofc happinefs of manner in relating was fuch, 
he faid, ** as fubducd arrogance and roufcd ftu- 

<* pidity : 
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•* pidity : His ftorieswere truly like thofe of Bi- 
" ron in Love's Labour Loft, fo very attradtive, 

" That aged ears playM truant with his tales, 
*' And younger hearers were quite ravifh'd j 
<< So fweet and voluble was his difcourfe.** 

n. speaking of flight infults from newfpapec* 
abufe, « They fting one," faid Dr. Johnfon ; 
«• but as a fly ftings a horfe ; and the eagle vrilj. 
" not catch flies.** He once told me, howe\'eF, 
that Cummyns, the famous Quaker, whofe friend- . 
Ihip he valued very highly, fell a facrifice to their 
infults, having declared on his death-bed to Dr»| 
Johnfon, that the pain of an anonymous lettcfj^* 
written in fome of the common prints of the day, 
fattened on his heart, and threwr him into a flow . 
fever, of which he died. 

HL The Doftor, as he was a very talking* 
man himfelf, had an idea that nothing promoted, 
happinefs fo much as converfation. A friend's . 
enidition was commended one. day as equally deep, 
and ftrong. ** He will not talk. Sir,'* was the, 
reply, " fo his learning does no good ; and hl^., 
" wit, if he has it, gives us no pleafure. Out of, 
" all his boaftcd ftores, I never heard him force 
*• but one word, and that word was Richard,** 

Witii a contempt not inferior, he received the 
praifes of a pretty lady's face and bcliaviour : — 

G " She' 
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*« She fays nodiing, Sii^" anfwered Jdmfon :— . 
«« a talking Uack-a-moor were better than a white 
'• creature-who adds nothing to life ; and by fitting 
«< down before one thus defperately filent^ takes 
" away the confidence one fiiould have in the 
" company of her chair^ if flic were once out of 
'^ it." 

No one was, however, lefs willing to begin any 
difcourfe than himfclf. His friend, Mr. Thomas 
Tyers, faid, he vras like the ghofts, who never 
fpeak till they are fpoken to ; and he liked the ex- 
pieffioh (6 well, that he often repeated it. He 
had indeed no neceffity to lead the ftream of chat 
to a favourite channel, that his fuUnefs on the Tub- 
jcft might be fliewn more clearly. He ufually 
left the choice to others. Whatever was the to- 
pic, his information beft 'enlightened, his argu- 
xnent ftrengthened, and his wit made it ever re- 
membered. Of him it might have been faid, as 
he often delighted to fay of Edmund Burke, 
<* That you could not (land five minutes with 
" that man beneath a flied while it rained, but 
'* you muft be convinced you had been (landing 
«« with the greateft man you had ever feen.'* 

IV. I fliould as much h^ve expedled injuftice 
from Socrates, or impiety from Pafchal, as the 
flighted deviation from truth and goodnefs, in any 
UanfafUon one might be engaged in with Samuel 

Johnfon*. 
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fohnfon. His attention to versicity ^ma withoat 
equal or example ; and when I mentioned Clarifla 
at a perfed: charader ; *< On the contfaiy/' faid 
he, " you may obferve there is always fomething 
«« which fhe prefers to truth." Kelding's Amel- 
lia, in his opinion, was the moft pleaiing heroine 
of all the romances. 

V/ TTie general and coilftant advice he -gave, 
when confulted about the choice of a wife, a pro- 
feflion, or whatever influences a man's particular 
and immediate happinefs, was always to rejeA no 
pofitive good from fears of its contrary confe- 
<{uences. '^ Do not," faid he, *' forbear to maf- 
"* ry a beautiful woman, if you can find fuch, out 
•* of a confidence that flie will be lefs conftailt 
" than an ugly one ; or coitdemn yourfelf to the 
** fociety of Goarfenefs arid vtilgarity, for fear of 
«* the expences or other damages of elegance and 
« perfonal charms, which have been always ac- 
** knowledged as a pofitive good, and for the want 
•' of which there (hould be always given fome 
<• weighty compenfation. I have, Jiov^^ver (con- 
** tinued Dr. Johnfcm) feen fome pmdent fellows, 
<* who forbore to oonne£l themfelves with beauty, 
« left coquetry fliould be near ; and with wit or 
<f birth, left infolence fhould lurk behind them, 
" till they have been forced by their difcretion to 
[* linger life away in taftelefe ftupidity, and chufe 

G a ^^ \s^ 
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'< to count the tnoments by remembrance of paia 
«* inftead of enjoyment of pleafure." 

VI. When profeffions were talked of, " Scorn/* 
faid he, ^* to put yuur behaviour under the domi* 
« nion of canters. Never think it clever to call 
*« phylic a mean ftudy, or law a dry one ; or alk 
** a baby of feven years old vsrhjch way his genius 
*' leads him, when we all«know that a boy of fe- 
*^ vegi years old has no gMus for any thing,, ex- 
" cept a peg-top and an apple-pye. But fix on 
** fome bufinefs where much money may be got 
** and litde virtue rifqued. FoUow that bufinefs 
" fteadily, and do not live as Roger Afcham fays 
** the wits do— Afcw know not how,; and at lajidie 
** obfcureiyy tnen mark not where. *^ 

VII. Speaking of books, he once obferved, that 
tliere were few books of which one ever can poffi- 
bly arrive at the lajl page ; and that there never was 
any thing written by mere man, that was wiftied 
huger by its readers, excepting Don Quixote, Ro- 
binfon Crufoe, arid the Pilgrim's Progrefs. After 
Homer's Iliad, he confeffed that the work of Cer- 
vantes w!as the greateft in the world, fpeaking of 
it, I mean, as a boidc dL entertainment; — and 
when we cohfider that every other author's ad- 
mirers are confined to his countrymen, and per- 
haps to the literary cta^ among them, while Don 
Quixdte is a fort of common property^, an.upiver- 

fal 
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iai claflic, equally tafted by the court and the cot- 
tage, equally applauded in France and England, as 
in Spain, quoted by every fervant, the amufement 
of every age from infancy to decrepitude ;— the 
firft book you fee on every flielf, in every (hop 
where books are fold, through all the ftates of 
Italy ; — who can refiife his confent to an avowal 
of the fuperiority of Cervantes to all other modern 
writers? Shakefpeare himfelf has, till lately, been 
worfhipped only at home, though his plays are now 
the favourite amufements of Vienna; and when I 
was at Padua fome months ago, Romeo and Ju- 
liet was a6led there under the name of Tragedia 
Vironefe; yfhih engravers and tranflators //W by 
the hero of La Mancha in every nation, and die 
fides of miferable innis ;dl over England and 
France, and Germany too, are adorned with the 
exploits of Don Quixote. May his celebrity pn)u 
cure my pardon for a digf^effion, in praife of a 
writer, who, through four volumes of the moft 
exquifite pleafantry and genuine humour, has 
never been feduced to overftep the limits of pnV- 
priety— has never called in the wietchedTauxiEaries 
of bbfcenity or profaiienefs,—- who trufts to natuir 
and fentiment alone, and never mifles of that ^p* 
plaufe which Voltaire and Sterne labour to ptoi- 
Aice, while honeft merriment beftows her unfad^*- 
ing crown upon Cervantes. 

G 3 VIIL 
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VriL 'Dr. Johnfofiy being aiked how he liked 
his entertamment in the Highhuids, faid, " The 
^ fauce u> every thing was die benevolence of the 
" inhabitsttits, which cannot be too much cora- 
** mended: I love tfae^ people better than theif 
^* country." 

iX. Of Pope, as a writer, he had the highed 

opinion, and once when a lady at our houfe talked 

^ his j>reface to Shakefpeare as fiiperior to Pope's t 

" — " I fear not,. Madam," faid hc^ ; « the littte 

* fellow has doee wonders." 

X. Somebody waa praiftng Comeiite one day 
iin oppofition to Shakefpeare.-**^' CorneiUe is to 
" Shakespeare," replied be, <« as H dipped hedge 
•^ is to a foreft." 

^ XI. When we talked of Steele's Eflays)-* 
•• They arc too thin," fays our critic, **for an Eni^ 
^' gliihman's tafle ^-f-^mexe fuperficial obfervatioBB 
^ on life and manners, without erudition enough to 
'' make them keq), like the light French winei^ 

which turii four with {landing awhile for want 

of lodj^f as we call it." 

XII. The fettled siverfion Dr. JcAnfon-feh to* 
wards an infidel, he expiefled to all ranks, and at 
^ limes, without the fmallell referve :-^For 
though on common occafions he paid great defer- 
ence to birth or title, yet his regard for truth and 
virtue never gave way to meandr confidemtions. 

We 



it 



We talked of a dead wit one evening, an4*fcmie* 
body praifed him: — " Let us never," faid he, 
" praife talents fo ill employed. Sir. We foi 1 
** our mouths by commending fuch infidels." 
Allow him the lumieres at lead, intreated one .pf 
the company : — ** I do allow him. Sir," replied 
Johnfon, ^* juft enough to light him to hell." 

XIII. Dr. Johnfon made Goldfmith a comi* 
caranfwerone day, when feeming to repine at 
the fuccefs of Beattie's El&y on Trut)i.—- *< ^^^^*^ 
•* fuch a ftir," faid he, *^ ^ho\xt a fellow that Iws 
** written pne book, and I have written many." 
" Ah, Dodofj^" feys his friend, " there go two- 
<< and-fprty fixpencesyou k^owto onp guinea."* 

XIV. When Dr. Johnfon had a mind to com* 
pliment any one, he did it with mxxp digiiitjr\9 
himfelf, and better efied ypon the com|>any« tl^^ 
any Oiap* I can recoUe2% but few inftances iq* 
deed, thou^ periiaps that may be more my fai||t 
than his. When Sir JdQiua Reynolds left the 
{oom one day, he faid^ '< There goes a man not 
" to be fpoiled byprofperity." And when Mr^. 
Montague fhewed hipd fome china plat^, which 
had once belonged to Queen Elizabeth, he toldher^ 
" That they had no reafon to be alhamed of |^r 
" prefent pofleffor, who was fo little inferipr \ft 
*« the firft." 

G4 • XV. A5 
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XV; As we had b^en faying one day thit no 
fubjcft failed of receiving dignity from the man- 
ner in which the Doftor treated it, a lady at my 
houfe faid, flie would make him talk about love ; 
and took her meafures accordingly, deriding the 
novels of the day becaufe they treated about love. 
— «* It is not," replied our philofopher, " becaufe 
they treat, as you call it, about love, but be- 
caufe they treat of nothing, that they arc defpi- 
cable. We muft not ridicule a paffion, which 
he who never felt never was happy, and he who 
laughs at never deferves to feel— a paffion 
which has caufed the change of empires, and 
the lofs of worlds — z paffion which has infpired 
*• hcroifm, and fubdued avarice." 

XVr. Dr. Jphnfon was liberal enough in 
granting literary affiftance to others, and innume- 
rable are the prefaces, fermons, leftures, and de- 
dications, which he ufed to make for people who 
begged of him^ Mr. Murphy related in his and 
my hearing one day, and he did not deny it, that 
when Murphy joke4 him the week before for hav- 
ing been fo diligent of late between Dodd*s fer- 
mon and Kelly's prdogue, that Dr. Johnfon re- 
plied — " Why Sir, when they come to me with a 
" dead ftay-maker and a dying parfon, what can 
" a man do ?" He faid, however, " that he hated 
<* to give away literary performances, or even to 

" fell 
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^ fell them too cheaply. The next generation 
•• fliall not accufe me/' added he,. *♦ of beating; 
^ down the price of literatuis. One hates, be- 
^ fides,- ever to give that which one has been ac- 
** cuftomed to fell. Would not you, Sir, turn- 
«♦ ing to Mr. Thriale, rather give away money 
^ than porter V* 

AN ODE WRITTEN IN . SKV, BY DOCTOR 

JOHNSON. 

PERMEO terras, ubi nuda nipes 
Saxeas mifcet nebulis ruinas, 
Torva ubi rident ileriles Coloni 

Rura labores*. 

Pervagor gentes homihum ferorum,; 
Vita uhi nullo decorata cultu. 
Sq^allet informis, tugurique fumls 

Foeda latef^it;. 

Ihter erroris^ialebrora longi,. 

Inter igiiMJe ftrepitus loqudae^ 

Quot modls mecum^ quid agat, requiro) 

Thralia dulci$». 

Seu viri.'Curas, pia nupta,. mulcet,. 
Seu fovet mater fobolem benigna, 
Siye cum libris novitate pafcit 

SeduIa.roQQtem}^ 

Sit memor noilri, fidelque merces 
Stet fides con flans, meritoque blandum 
Thralise difcant refonare nomen 

Llttora Skiae^. 
Scriptum in Skia^ S6ptj 6, 17731 



( 'S® ) 

The filictvtf^ ebgwtt Tranflation <f this Ode Was 
tvHften by the learned Mifs Knight, emdprefeikted 
by her to Mrs, Thrak^ who is happy in an oppor- 
tunity of giving this Jmall fpecimen of her very ex* 
tenfive attainments and abilities., 

O'ER ftony lands, where naked rocks, 
- The maikt of hatilir«*f fearful fliocikt 
In mifty clouds Appear \ 
Through dlfmal fields, whofe barfen foil 
Derides the fv^mt laborious toil. 
My wandering ileps 1 bear. 

Through natlofts wild, a hardy race, 
Where life no cultivated grace, i 

No elegance can know 5 
JBut (hrinks abafli'd from human eye^. 
And in the fmoaky hotel li^. 

Through fcenes like thefe I go. . 

Amidfl unknown and barbVous fpeecfa. 
While wandering o*er this diiiant beach. 

In all my wat^ry^ way \ 
How think'ft thou of thy abfent friend ? 
How doft thou ? whither doft thou tend ? 

My gentle Thralia, fay. 

If, |»iouft i^ilc, thy hufband's cares ' 
Thou foftly footh 5 or infant heirs 

Watch o*er as mother kind : 
Or, *mid the charms of lettered lore 
Thou add new treafures to thy ftore, ^ 

And feed thy a^ive mind \ 
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Btcmcinbcr one, thy friend/hip guard. 
Of conftant £riend(hip doe reward^ 

However on difiant |^und ; 
Ah! Ice thy faith te ftiU the lam^ 
And juftly Thralia*s pleaiing name 

Shall Skla*s Azores icfoupd* 



ANECDOTES OF GREAT PERSONr 
AGES ; WITH OTHER CURIOUS IN^ 
FORMATION. 

IN A LETTER FROM MR. SHERLOCK TO A 
GENTLEMAN AT PARIS. 

r 

T) UT why will you not gome to Londp|i;^ J : 
"^ am anxious to repay you the ciyilitieB joqp \. * 
iKewed me at Paris. You hate England^ but fia^ 
love the Englifh. I love France as little as yq^ , 
do England ; but^ I afTiuje yieH|» I moft fincpeitly 
efleem a number of your countrymen ; apd xfjom^ 
of them mote fiooerdly thw yourfctf. You will 
not come, you fay, ^ill die peaqeis made. J hppe^ , 
for your Cake, we ftall .be^t you ; for, if we 4o# 
vou will be better received. 

As Le Roi is the grand idea diat fills your mind 
at home, fo 1 take it for granted, our King is the 
firft objedl that will engage your attention bare. 

C 6 J think 
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I think I can tell pretty nearly what" you will 
fey of him on your returni as well as of our ca- 
pital. You will let me know after if I luve 
guelTed right. 

You will fay then, that he reprefeitts majefty 
better than any fovereign you have feen» except 
the Pope. Thus fer onty you can judge for your- 
felf. The reft of your judgments muft be col- 
leded from the opinkms of the different dafles of 
his fubjefts* The people here don't flatter v but 
always give their <• worft of thoughts the worft of 
" wwds." You may tnift their accoMht of him 
implicitly : and it is indeed a very flattiriug ac- 
count for him. They will tell you that he has all 
manner of good qualities, and no bad ones ; that 
he is humane and pious ; that he foves his Queea, 
his children, 2a\d his people ; that he is very be- 
nevolent, and never did nor faid an ill-natured 
thing ; to which they add, that he has no capri*- 
cious expences, and that he is very temperate ia 
his manner of living. Thus far the people. Mea 
of letters and artifts piaife him^ becaule he en*i 
courages genius, and rewards, with royal munifi^ 
cQpce, every fpecies (rf fuperior merit. Perfons 
of rank, who fee him nearer, fay„ that his manners 
are obliging ; his underftanding, felid ; his tafte,. 
good ; znd that he is polTeffed of very extex^ive. 
knowledge* 

To 
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•To all this, they add but one fhade ; they fajr 
he is obftinate. Obftinacy, in the language of 
courti«^, you know, is fteadinefs. Where one 
ends, and die other begins, is not perhaps fo eafy 
to determine. The excefs of a virtue is generally 
a fault ; and as the people, who have nothing feo 
hope or fear, and who really love the King, fay 
he IS obftinate, you- will propably be rather in^ 
clined to believe them than the courtiers. 

Upon the whole, you will find him a great and 
amiable Prince ; and you will regret, as I did, 
that he had not a friend in the No-Popery mob to 
burn St. James's palace *; for he is^ without ex- 
ception, the worft lodged Sovereign in Europe. 

After le Roi\ you will- no doubt think of A 
Hewe, Our Queen is neither ar wit nor a beauty^v 
She is prudent, well-informed, has an excellent 
underfUiKbn^^ and is very charitable I fpent 
three months jn the coimtry where ihe was bom;; 
and the people thei:e have quick conceptipiis, and 
are weH-natuted. . Her Majefty has an elegant 
perfon,. good eycs^ good teeth,, a Cleopatra nofe, 
and fine hair* The expreilion of her countenance 
is pleafing and interefting ; it is full of fenfe and 
good temper^ She 1oy«3 domeftic pleafures; is 

* It is doing great violence tO' language to call this building 
a palace* it looks like ihe offices, to Marlborougli palace, 

fonder 



fonder of diamonds than the Queen of France ; 
as fond of fnuiF as the King of Pruflia; is ex« 
tremely affablei very pious, and'is pnufed by all 
the world at home and abroad. 

If you had never feen any capital but Paris, 
London would appear to you a mcft magnificent 
city. Its (Ireets, fquares, &c. are infinitely fupe^ 
rior to yours. But as you have feen all the great 
towns of Holland, Germany, iuid Italy, I do not 
think London will make maay violent impref- 
fions on you. It is larger, better lighted, and 
more convenient for foot-paflengers, dian any city 
you have feen ; but the, ideas whidi I think will 
ftrike you moil, are the goodnefs of the faeries, 
the richnefs of the fiiops, and the (hapes^ ikinf;, 
and complexions of the women. 

Hov/ev«r, if London be fuperior to Paris in the 
gnfembie^ it is not fo in the detail. You will in 
vain look here for 500 palaces ; you will not find 
fifty. You will go to our opera, and you will ex- 
pe£l*{deafure8 equal to thoie you feel at your^wn. 
You will be difappointed again. The opera cff 
L>ondon is inferior to that of Paris in every re- 
fped, accept in fmging. You will feek a walk 
as agreeable as the grand allee of the Palais- Royals 
and a garden zs/plendid^ that of the Thuilleries. 
You will find neither. Our park is neither a pleaf- 
ing nor an interefting -wa&i and is extremely dif- 

agreeable 



agr^ble to the feet^ You muft not^ 'however^ 
by that bere^ for we are pfoud of our park. Aa 
I know you are fiocercy and never fpeak but what 
you think, when any one a&s you how you like 
the park, tell them, Richmond is charming. 

The London theatres will not enchant you» 
unkfs you (lay long enough to know our language 
better than Voltaire did* If you corns to under- 
Hand it well enough to acquire once a reliih for 
Shakefpeare, you will think no more of Racine 
after, than you will of St. Paul's church, after fee- 
ing St. Peter's at Rome. It will be eating d 
peach after a pine-apple. But if you are not 
charmed with St. Paul's church, you will with 
the Pantheon. It is the nobleft and fineft room 
in Europe. See it filled, and you will have an 
ide^ of the (plendor and opulence of the people of 
this town. When we were at ^ome together, 
you remember there were one night at the maf- 
querade, near the end of the carnival, twelve huiv 
dred people;, who paid eighteen^peoce for entrance ; 
and the Romans talked of it as a mighty matter. 
The keeper of this room told me, there were one 
night at at mafquerade eighteen hundred perfon^ 
who gave two guineas a-piece for their tickets. 

Weftminfter-abbey will make no great efFeA 
on you. You have better Gothic ^buildings in 
France. You have alfo better fculpiure than any 

it 
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it contains. But there is not, either in Fr^ce^ 
or in any other part of the world, a nqpofl- 
tory of the dead that will intereft you fo mticlK' 
It is the Elyfian fields of England, where every 
clafs of diftinguiflied excellence has its portion al- 
lotted to it. Patriots and warriors, philofophers 
and princes, Garricks and Shakefpeares, have* each 
of them their place. They (eem to flop the tra- 
veller and fay j " Adrtiire a grateful country, 
•' which honoured us when living, and which re«- 
. " fpefts our memory when dead*." O talentsj 
blefled is your lot in every quarter of the globe j 
in England it is glorious as weH as happy. 

The guards will pleafe you even after thofe of 
Potfdam. There are a great many handfome men 
amongfl them ; and they go through their exercife 
with as much regularity as the Pruffian troops^ 
though not near with fo much quicknefs. 

But of all the impreffions that will be made on 
you, I believe the flrongeft will be from a very 
common circumflance which you will meet fre- 
quently in our flreets. We have here vocal per^ 
formers, as you ha\'e, who fing verfes to the crc^ud. 
You will hear them,, in thcfe fongs, mention the 
names of the fwft perfons in the minifbry, and 

• How diflferent is tbe language of Sclplo's tomb 2X Torre 
di P atria :— » 

<* iDgrata patridj ne quidem offa habebti*^ 

load. 



{ hi ) 

' -fcadthem imti the moft opjwobrious language yoii* 
• • vcan imagine. I bought yefterday one of thefe 
compofitions ; and if a man of rank at Paris- had 
•faid indireStly half as much againfl one of your 
minifters in any company, he would fleep that 
night in the baftile. The indecency of this will 
fliock you ; but I know no country where there 
are fo many (hameful violations of public decency 
to be met with as in this*. 

In my next, I fhall give you fome account of 
our firft*rate geniufes,' witSi and beauties, and a 
fhort hiftory of the prefent ftate of arts, letters^ 
and manners amongft us. Vakf hoftium dike-* 
tiffime. 



/ 



A MARVELOUS ANECDOTE. 

|N the 25th of Oaober 1694, a bowl of 
punch was made at the Right Honourable 
Edward Kufleirs houfe, when he was captain->g6» 
neral and commander in chief of his Majefty's 
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* To attempt to kcq> a large city free from vice, would ht 
ridiculous 'y becaufe it is ridiculous to attempt impoflibilitiea* 
But a tolerable decency of manners ought to be expefted j be- 
caufe we fee it is prafticable, and to be met with to a ccrtaJa 
degree every where elfe. 

forces 
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forces in the Mediternuiean feas.^ ^ was made 
in a fountain in a garden, in tjie middle of four 
walks, all covered over-he^d with lemon and 
orange trees, and in every walk was a table the 
whole length of it, covered with cold collations, 
&c. In the faid fountain were the following in- 
gredients, viz. four hogibeads of brandy ,' — eight 
hogfli^ds of water, — 25,000 lemons, — twenty 
gallons of lime-juice,— 1-thirteen hundred weiglit 
of fine hiibqn fugar, — ^five pounds of grated nut^ 
megs, — 300 toailed bifcuits, — and, lailly, a pipe 
of dry mowtain Nft^gs^* Over "die fouiitaiu^w^ 
a largQ canopy, buUt to koqi off the rain; and 
there was built prf purpofe a little boat, whereifi 
was a boy beloi^ging to the f)eet, who rowed round 
the fountain, aiKi>fiUed the cups to the company ; 
and, in all pobabilityi more than 6000 men drank 
thereof, 
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ANECDOTE OF THE LATE DUCHESS 
OF NORTHUMBERLAND. 

\ ^R. Gray, the elegant author of the Elegy in 
^^-^ a Cpuntiy Church Yard, being in London, 
before his promotion to Modern HSlory in the 
Univerfity of Cambridge, and when his cinaim- 

' fiances 



(lances were fo crampt that he could indulge him* 
felf in very few gratifications, went with a friend 
to a private (ale of books, in which the lots were 
very large. Amongft the reft there was a verji 
elegant book-cafe, filled with an excellently chofeo 
cc{lle6lion of the beft editions of the French cla(fics9 
handfomely bound, the price one hundred guineas. 
Mr. Gray had a great longing for this lot, but 
could not afford to buy it. The converfation be- 
tween him and his^ friend was overheard by the 
Duchefs of Northumberland, who, 'knowing the 
other ^ntleman, took ah opportunity to afk who 
his friend was. Sh^ v^ras told it was the celebrated 
Gray. Upon their retiring, (he bought the book* 
cafe and its contents, and fent it to Gray's lodg-* 
ings, with a note, importing, that (he was a(bsuxled 
of (ending fo fmall an acknowledgment for the in« 
finite pleafure (he had received in reading iht£Ugj 
in a Country Chunh-yard'-^ all others her fa- 
vourite poem. 



BON MOT OF A YOUNG CLERGYMAN. 

A Young clergyman having the misfortune 

• to bury five wives, being in company with 

a number of fedies, was fevereiy rallied by them 

' upon 
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upon the circumftance. At laft one of them ra^* 

ther impertinently put the queftion to him, " How 
he managed to have fuch good luckr" " Why, 
Madam," fays the other, " I knew they could 

** not live without contradiftion, therefore I let 

*' them go their own way.** 






ANECDOTE OF A BISHOP OF WOR* 

CESTER. 

TAR. HOUGH, Bilhop of Worcefter, who 
•*^ was as remarkable for the evennefs of his 
temper, as for many other good qualities* havijng 
a good deal of company at his houfe, a gentleman 
prefent defired his Lordftiip to (hew him a curious 
weather-glafs, which the Bifliop had lately pur- 
chafed, and which cod him above thirty guineas. 
The fervant was accordingly defired to bring it, 
who in delivering it to the gentleman, accidentally 
let it fall, and broke it all to pieces. The com- 
pany were all a little deranged from this accident^ 
but particularly the gentleman who aflced to fee it, 
and who was making many apologies for the ac- 
cident. " Be under no concemi my dear Sir," 
fays the Bifhop fmiling, " I think it is rather a 
** lucky omen : — we have hitherto had a-very diy 

" feaf6n» 
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«.< feafon, and now I hope we Ihall have Xomc 
" rain ; for I proteft I do not remember, ever to 
** have Teen the glafs fo low in my life.'* 



BON MOT OF THE LATE LORD 
WALDEGRAVE. 

Q OME time after the late Lord Waldegrave ab- 
^ jured the catholic religion, he was fent am- 
baflador to France, where he refided feveral years. 
Being one day at an entertainment where his cou- 
fin the Duke of Berwick, and many other noble^ 
men, were prefent, the Duke wanting to mortify 
him on the fcore of religion, afked his Londfhip, 
whether the nunijiers of ftate, or the mintfiers of 
the gofpel, had the greateft (hare in his conver- 
fion ? — " I am aflonifhed, my lord Duke," fays 
Waldegrave, ** how you can afk me fuch a quef- 
'* tion ! Do not you know, that when I quitted 
'* the Roman Catholic religion, I left off cQn^ 
** feffion. 



ANECPOTE 
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ANECDOTE OF MR. WHISTON. 

THE late King being very fond oflMr. Whif- 
ton, celebrataed for his vanous (lri£lures on 
religion, happened to be walking with him one 
day in Hampton Court gardens, during the heat 
of his perfecution. As they were talking upon 
this fubjefl, his Majefty obferved, " That how- 
** ever rjght he might be in his (pinions, it 
" would be better if he kept di^xi to himfetf.'* 
" Is your Majefly really ferious in your advice?" 
anfwered the old man.—** I really am,'* replied 
the King.—" Why Oien," feys Whifton, " had 
'• Martin Luther been of this way of thinking, 
** where would your Majefty have been at this 
^* timer" 



REPARTEE OF FOOTS. 

O EVERAL years ago, Dr* Ame produced an 
^^ operetta at Covent-garden theatre^ called The 
Hofe, which, though there were many fcriptural 
allufions in it, was hiiFed off the ftage the firft 
night. Foote getting into the lobby of the houfe 
juft after its f^te, was alked by an acijuaintance, 

what 
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what he really thought of it. — " Why, abating 
" the piety of it," fays the wit, " I mull confeft 
" I never faw a piece fo juftly danined in my 
Ufe." 



Hm: 



ECDOTE OF ROCHEFOUCAULT. 



ti OCHEFOUCAULT, the French Rochef- 
■■■^ ter of Louis the Fourteenth's court, having 
offended the King, hired a dufig can, and (tripping 
hirafelf quite naked, got up to the chin in il, jull 
as his Majelty was pafling through the ftrects of 
Paris in Ihte. The diing-carcman, as inftni£ted. 
immediately fell a wrangling with one of the 
King'5 pollillions, which occationed fo much 
noife, that the King put his head oiit of the win- 
dow to know what was the matter. Rochefou- 
caull, watching the tipportimity, laifcd himfclf 
forward in llie cart, ail bemired as he was. and 
boiving very relpciUiiiiy to Ins Mojefty, replied, — 
•• Nothing at all, SirCj I 
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ANECDOTE OF A LORD LIEUTE- 
NANT OF IRELAND. 

T T THEN a certain Nobleman was, made Lord 
^ ^ Lieutenant of Ireland, it was hinted to 
him that the crown would fpare him the trouble 
of looking out for a fecretary. His Lordfliip, 
however, immediately replied, that he had fixed 
upon one already, an attorney of his acquaintance, 
whofe honour, ^ood fenfe, and fidelity, he had the 
greateft aflurances of. " Poh, poh !" fays the of- 
ficer of the crown, who was fpeaking to him, 
" all that may be, but then he*ll not do for a fe- 
" cretary.** — " There you and I differ," fays his 
Lordfliip, ending the converfation, " I know of 
" no place that a man of good fenfe and integrity 
<' is not fit for.'* 



A ROYAL BON MOT. 

A CERTAIN Captain, remarkable for his 

uncGmmon height y being one day in the rooms 

at Bath, the Prlncefs Amelia faw him, and was 

furprifed with the fingularity. Upon enquiry flie 

was told his name and family, an4 that he had 

been 
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been originally intended for the church. <* Ra- 
<* ther for xhtjieeple!' repGed the royal huniounft» 
with her ufual complacency* 



BON MOT OF DR. JOHNSON TO PRO- 

FESSOR SMITH. 

piROFESSOR Smith of Glafgow was once cn- 
•*• numerating to Dr. Johnfon the many fine 
profpefts which were to be feen at Edinbur^ and 
its environs. When he had done. Dr. Johnfon 
faid, " I believe you have forgot to mention the 
*« tfceft profpedl of the whole." " What is that}'* 
faid the Profeffor :-— •* The road from Edinburgh 
<* to London." 



ANECDOTES OF THE KNIGHTS OF 

MALTA. > 

RELATED BY MR. BRYDONE. A. D. l^^6. 

A S Malta is an epitome of all Europe, and 
•^^ an aiTemblage of the younger brothers, 
who are commonly the beft^ of its firft families, 
it is one of the beft academies for politenefs in 
this part of the g^obe. fiefidesi where every ono 

H N^ 
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h entitled by law asL weli as cuftom, to demand 
fatisfa£lioh fer the leaft breadi of it, people ai« 
under a neceflity of being very exz€t and circum-^ 
fpedy bodi with regard to their words and kc^ 
tions. 

AH the knights and oimmanders have much the 
appearance of gentlemen', and men d[ the world. 
We met with no character in extreme* The ri* 
dicules and prejudices g[ every particular nation 
are by degrees foftened and worn off by the fami- 
liar intercourfe and collifion with each other. It 
is curious to obferve the effeQ, it produces upon 
the various people who compofe this little medley. 
The French (kip, die German (but, and Wie 
Spanilh ftalk, are all mingled together in fuch 
fmall proportions, that none of them are ftriking ; 
yet every one of thefe nations ftill retain fome-- 
thing of their originid charaAeriftic» It is only 
the exuberance of it that is worn off; and it is 
(lill eafy to diftinguiih the inhabitants of the fouth 
and north fides of the Pyrenees, as well as thofe of 
the eaft and wdl fide of the Rhine* For though 
. the Parifian has, in a great meafure, loft his af- 
fuming air, the Spaniard his taciturnity and foy- 
lenmity, the German his formality and his pride ^ 
yet ftill you fee the German, the Frenchman, and 
the Spaniard. It is only the caricature, that for-« 
merly made them ridiculous,. that has difappeared. 

This 



If/* 



t 147 ) 

This infUtution, which is a ftnmge compouhd 
of the military and ecclefiaftic, has now fubfifted 
for near feven hundred years ; and though, I be- 
lieve, one of the firft-born, has long furvived cvciy 
other child of chivalry. It poflefles great riches 
in moft Catholic countries of Europe \ and did fo 
in England too, before the time of Henry VIII. 
But that capricious tyrant did not chufe that any 
inftitution, however ancient or refpedled, fhould 
remain in his dominions, that had any doubt of 
his fupremacy and infallibility ; he therefore feized 
on all their pofleflions, at the fame time that he 
enriched himfclf by the plunder of the church. 
It was in vain for them to plead that they were ra* 
ther a military than an ecctefiaftic order, and by 
their valour had been of great fervice to Europe^ 
in their wars againft the infidels. It was not 
agreeable to his fyftem e\'er to hear a reafbn for 
any thing ; and no perfon could poflibly be right, 
who was capable of fuppofing the King could be 
Wrong. 

Perhaps Malta is the only coimtry in the world 
where dnrJIJM is permitted by law. As their 
%vhoIe efmilfttnent is founded on the wild and 
romantic principles of chh^ry, they have ever 
tound it IOC l»«it with thof'; princJples to 

abolilh du ey u... * under fuch 

%iaaoiif le i.^.r. Thefe 
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arc curious enough. The duellifts are obliged to 
decide dieir. quarrel in one particular ftreet of the 
city ; and if any prefume to fight any where elfe, 
they are liable to the rigour of the law. But what 
is not lefs fingular, and much more in their fa- 
vour, they are obliged, under the moft fevere pe- 
nalties, to put up their fword, when ordered to do 
fo by a woman^ a prleft^ or a knight. 

Under thefe limitations,^ in the midft of a great 
city, one would imagine it almoft impoflible that 
a duel could ever end in blood. However, this is 
not the cafe. A crofs is always painted on the 
wall oppofite to the fpot where a knight has been 
killed, in commemoration of his fall. We counted 
above twenty of thefe erodes. 

About three months ago, two knights had a 
difpute at a billiard table. One of them, after 
giving a great deal of abufive language, added a 
blow ; but, to the aftonifliment of all Malta, (in 
whoie annals there is not a fimilar inflance,} after 
fo great a provocation, he abfolutely refufed to 
fight his antagonift. The challenge was re- 
peated, and he had time to refledl'bn the confe- 
quences ; but ftill he refufed to enter the lifts. He 
ivas condemned to make amende honorable in the 
great church of St. John for forty-five days fuc- 
ceflively ; then to be confined in a dungeon with- 
out light for five years ^ after which he is to re- 
main 
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main a prifoner in the caflle for life. Tl)<; un- 
fiirtunatc young man, who received the blow, is 
likewife in ilifgrace, as he has nol liaii an oppor- 
tunity of wiping it out in the blood of hisadvcr- 
fary. 

This has been looked upon as a very fiiigular 
affair, and is Hill one of ihc principal topics of 
converfation. The firft part of the llntcncc has 
already tjceii executed, and tlic poor wretch is now 
in fiis dungeon. Nor is it thought that any abate- 
ment will be made in what remains. 

If the legiflaiure in other countries punifhed 
with eijual rigour ihofc that do fight, as it does in 
this thofe that do not j I believe we fliould foon 
have ao end of duelling. But I Ihoiild imagine 
the puniflimcnt for fighting ought ne^er to be a 
capit^il one, (but rather fomcthing ignominious ;} 
and the puniftiment foe not fighting (hould always 
be fo, or, at leaR, fome feverer corporal punifli- 
ment ; for ignominy will have as little efiefl on 
the peribn who is willing to fubmit to the appella- 
, as the fear of death on one 
> dcfpife it. 
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ANECDOTE CONCERNING LORD 

NORTH. 

■pvURING Lord North's adminiftration, a dif- 
^^ pute happened one evening at the Smyrnay 
whether die premier had any honour. A gentle- 
man, who had been heartily piqued at a refufal 
from Lord North* would not allow him any fhare 
of it ; whilft another as warmly efpoufed his hav- 
ing preten{k>ns to evety virtue. The fubjedl 
created much warmth on both fides^ and might 
perhaps have terminated very difagreeably to one 
or other of the parties^ had not one of the com- 
pany played the mediator, and very archly faid, — 
'< There was no doubt of his honour, who* had 
" purchafed half the honour of the nation.'* A 
general laugh enfuedj at which my Lord's advo- 
cate feemed nettled, and, .turning upon his heel, 
iaid,— *• It was a purchafe very eafily made." 



ANECDOTE OF LORD HOWE. 

"pvURING the laft war with France, Lord 
-*^ Howe was fuddenly awakened from his 
fleej) bv an officer, who, in" hafle, told him the 

fliip 



f 'S" ) 

Iliip was on fire tlofe to the powJer-room. 

His Lordihip coolly replied, " If it is 

" fo, Sir, we Ihall verj' foon know it." Some 
minutes afterwards, the lieutenant returned, and 
told his Lordfliip he had no occafion to be afraid, 
Ibr the fire was extinguilhed. '* Afraid!" re- 
plied Lord Howe, haftily ; — " What do you 
" mean by that, Sir ? 1 never wai a/raid in my 
*■ life!" 



BON MOT OF DR. BROWN. 

'T'HE late celebrated Dr. Brown courted a lady 
■*- for many years, though unfuccefsiul ; during 
which time it had been his cultom to drink the 
lady's health before that of any other. But being 
obferved one evening to omil it, a gentleman, rc^ 
minding him of it, faid, " Came, Dodor, drink 
" the lady, your toaft." The Doilor replied, " J 
•• bxve toailed her for many years, and I can'l 
" BlilllMljftAmuir ; — fo I'll loaft her no longer." 
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ANECDOTE OF ROBERT THE NOR- 
MAN. 

THHE following curious anecdote may ferve 
'*' both as a proof and illuftration of the wrt, 
politenefs, and generofity of the Normans. — ^When 
Robert, Duk&of Normandy, father of William 
the Conqueror, was at Conftantinople, in his way 
to the Holy Land, he^ lived in uncommon fplen- 
dor, and was greatly celebrated for his wit, his af- 
fability, his liberality, and other virtues. Of thefe, 
many remarkable 'examples were related' to the 
Emperor, who refolved to put the reality of them 
to a trial. With this view" he invited the Duke, 
and all his Nobles, to a feaft, in the great hall of 
the Imperial Palace ; but took care to have all the 
tables and feats filled with guefts before the arrival 
of the Normans, of whom he commanded to take 
no notice. When the Duke, followed by his 
Nobles in their richeft drefles, entered the hall, 
obferving that all the feats were filled with guefts ; 
and that none of them returned his civilities, or 
offered him any accommodation, he walked, with- 
out the leaft appalyance of furprife or difcompofure, 
to an empty fpaceat-one end of the room, took off* 
his cloak, folded it Very carefiiUy, laid it upon the 
floor, and fat down upon it ; in all which he was 

imitated 
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imitated by his followers. In this pofture they 
dined on luch diihes as were fet before theoi, mftk 
every appearance of the mod perfe£l fatisfa^iion 
with their entertainment. When thefeaft was 
endedf the Duke and his Nobles arofe, took leave 
of the company in the moft graceful manner, and 
vralked out of the hall in their doublets, leaving 
their cloaks, which were of value, behind them 
on the floor. The Emperor, who had admixed 
their whole behaviour, was quite furprifed at this 
lad part of it; and fent one of his courtiers to en* 
treat the Duke and his followers to put on their 
cloaks. M Go," faid the Duke, ** and tell your 
<< mafter, that is not the cuftom of the Normans 
" to carry about with them the feats which they 
*^ ufe at an entertainment.'' Could any thing be 
more delicate than this refufal ; or more noble, po« 
lite, and manly, than this deportment ? 



ANECDOTE OF THE DUKE OF NI VER. 

NOIS. 

Ty^n^HEN this Nobleman was Ambafiador in 

England, he was going down to I^ord 

Townfliend's feat in Norfolk, on a private vi(lt# 

quite diihabille, and with only one fervant, when 

Hs he 
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hf WiiS 6bliged, from a very heavy fliowcr of rain, 
t0 ftopi a^ a farkn-houfe tn the way. The inafter 
of ^6 hooik was a 'clergyman, who, to at pooi' 
ciiracy, added the care of a few fcholars in the 
neighbourhood, which, in aill, might make his 
living about 8oi. a year, and which was all he had 
to maintain a wife and fix children « When th(t 
Duke alighted, die clergjrman,- not knowing his 
rank* begged him to come in and dry himfelf, 
which the other accepted, by borrowing a pair of 
old worded (lockings and flippers of him, and 
warming himfelf by a good fire/ After fome con- 
verfation, the Duke obferved an old chefs^board 
hanging up } and as he was paflionately fond of 
that game, he aflced the clergyman whether he 
could play ? The other told him, he could pretty 
tolerably ; but found it very difficult, in that part 
of the country, to get an antagonift.*-" I am 

" your man," fays the Duke. *« With all my 

«* heart," fays the pdrfon ; — :^'«" and if you'll flay 
" and eat pot-luck. Til try if I can't beat you.*' 
The day continuing rainy, the Duke accepted his 
offer ; when the parfon played (b much better, that 
he won every game^ This was fo/ar from fret- 
ting the Duke, that he was highly pleafed to meet 
a m^ who could give him fuch entertainment at 
his favourite game. He accordingly enquired into 
the (late of his family aifiurs,-— -and juft taking a 

memo- 
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memorandum of his addrefs, without difcoveriisg^ 
his tide> thanked him,, and departed. Sbme 
months pafled over, and the clergyman never 
thought any thing of die matter; when, one 
evening* a footman in laced livery rode up to the 
door, and prefented him with the following billets 
" The Duke of Nivernois's compliments wait 
'* on the Rev. Mr. — , and, as a remembranco 
" for tht go$d drubbing he gave him at chefs, begs 

" that he will accept of the living of , worth 

** 400I. per annum, and that he will wait on his 
*• Grace the Duke of Newcaftle on Friday next, 

" to thank him for the lame." ^The good par- 

fon was fome time before he could imagine it any 
thing more than a jeA, and was not for going ; 
but as his wife infiftcd on his trying, he came up to 
town, and found the contents of the billet literally 
tme, to his unfpeakable fatisfa£tion. 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF MR. 

QUIN. 

A/TR. QUIN was the fon of an Englifli gen- 
^^^ tleman, wbo, in order to improve his for- 
tuncj in the early part of his life went over to 
America, where he married a lady, with whom 

H6 he 
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he continued to live for fqme years; but having 
no children, he left her, and returned to En^and, 
from whence he went over to Ireland, wheraiie 
married another lady, his former wife ftill living ; 
and by her he had this celebrated a6lor. 

As his tather kept his new family entirdy igno- 
rant of his former alliance, his fon was educated in 
all that elegance which was fuppofed neceflary for 
the heir apparent to a pretty eftate. He was fent 
to a grammar fchool, and afterward3 to the uni- 
verfity of Dublin, where he continued till his father 
died, who leaving no will, young Quin came into 
the pofleffion of die eftate, without aliy oppofition 
at Arft, but Avas foon alarmed with a claim from 
America, the heirs at law to his fadier grounding 
their rights upon Quin's being illegitunate. This 
claim was too well fupported and proved, not to 
fucceed ; fo that the unfortunate Quin being dif- 
inherited was obliged to go upon the Irifli ftage. 

Very little w^as expe<^ed from his firft attempts ; 
and for want of encouragement, and perhaps de- 
firous of improvement, he came to England. His 
reception here was not much fuperior to what he 
had met with in Ireland. Mean charafters only 
were ailigned to him ; fuch as the Lieutenant of 
the Tower in Richard the Third, and Banquo in 
Macbeth. 

• Thus 
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Thus he continued for (bme years; till Booth 
died, when Cato, which was then a favourite cha- 
r^jEtcr with the public, being in danger-of fallings 
for want of an a£tor to fupport it, Mr. Quin was 
put into it merely as a cafe of neceffity. The 
part was therefore printed in the bills of the day, 
to be attempted by Mr. Quin. 

The modcfty of this invitation produced a full 
houfe, and a favourable audience ; but the a£tor's 
own peculiar merit dfedled more. When he 
came to that part of the play, where the dead fon 
is brought in upon the bier, (^in, in fpeaking 
thefe words, " Thanks to the Gods, my boy has 
^ done his duty," fo affefted the whole houfe, 
that they cried out, with a continued acclamation, 
'^Booth outdone, Booth outdone. 

From that time Mr. Quin became a favourite 
of the public ; and rofe through the gradations of 
his employment, till he was made manager of 
Drury-lane play-houfe. 

His fkill or his addrefs as a manager, are not 
much applauded ; but his merit, as an a£lor, overba- 
lanced that defed, and ftill kept him in his ftation. 
What gave him the fevered blow vbl his profeffion, 
was the extreme popularity into which Mr. Gar- 
rick came, about the time that he was beginning 
t<j decline. In vain did Quin crack his jokes 
upon his antagonift :-^Garrick was followed, and 

Quin 
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Quin forfakeA :r— — fo that what Quin called an 
herefy in tadei was at laft univerfidly allowed to be 
a reformation* This gave occafion to the follow-* 
ing hon mot> and fmart reply* On being told, 
that Goodman's Fields was crowded every night 
to kt the new a£tor, Quin faid, •* That Garrick 
" was a new religion. Whitfield was followed 
" for a time ;. but they would all come to church 
" again.'' 

Mr. Garrick, who had a (][uick and happy fa^ 
lent, in turning an epigram, gave this humourous 
reply to Quin's bon mot : 

« Pope Qiiin, who damns all chardies but hh own, 
<< Complains that herefy corrapts tho town : 
*< Schifm, he cries, has tum'd the nation's brain i 
<( But eyes will open, and to church again ! 

<< Thou great infallible, forbear to roar $ 
<< Thy bulls and errors are reverM no more i 
« When do6lrines meet with general approbation, 
<( It is not herefy, but reformation.** 

Mr. Quin, therefore, after reigning many years 
abfolute monarch of the ftage, was obliged, re- 
luSantly, to abdicate the ^rone, and leave " the 
" young fellow** in quiet pofleffion of the ftage ; 
convinced, at length, that Garrick was *• right, 
<« and that the reft of the players had all been 
" wrong." 

Time, 
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Time, however, enabled him to get die bettw 
of his chagrin. He even grew fond of " link) 
" Davy I" and Davy conceived a (incere r^aid 
for Quin ; whoi indeed^ pofleflcd virbtes which 
commanded the dlcem of thofe who intimately 
knew him. 

When Qyin retired from the ftagc, he went to 
relide at Bath. He had bought an annuity of two 
hundred a year from the Duke of Bedford, and 
thiSi added to about feven thoufand pounds more, 
which his friend Sir Sampfon Gideon had amalled 
in 'Change Alley for him, contributed to make 
the latter p^rt of his life eafy and independent. 

He was always addided to epicurifm, and at 
laft became notorious for his fondnefs of good eat- 
ing. The fifli called John Dory, every body 
knows, was tirll introduced by him to the tables 
of the delicate. He was at the fame time an 
agreeable facetious companion, and many of his 
jdls and bons mots deferve real applaufe 

He died in the (eventy-third year of his age, of 
a mortification in his arm, occalioned by a flight 
fcratch on his forc-finger< Mr. Garrick wrote an 
epitaph for his great predeceflTof, -jnhich is en- 
graven 

of Mr. Quin, in the abli 
epitaph which, fubditiiti 
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ftcad of " James Qum," would be equally appli- 
cable to the writer, 

<< THAT tongue which Tet the table on a roar, 

« And eharmM the public ear, i$ heard no more; 

<< Clo8*d arp thofe eyes, tlie harbingers of wit, 

** Which fpake before the tongue* what Shakefpeare writ ; 

^< Cold is that hand, which, living, was ftretch*d forth 

" At Fnend(hip*s call to fuccour modeft worth. 

*< Here lies James Qjiin— Deign, reader, to be taught, 

<< Whatever thy ftrength of body, force of thought, 

<< In Nature's bappieft mould however caft, 

<S To this complexion thou muft come at la(t.** 



BONS MOTS OF MR. QUIN. 

I, XT THEN Quin was one day lamenting that 
^ ^ he grew old, a pert young fellow afked 
him what he would give to be as young as he was ? 
" I would even fubmit," faid Quin, " to be al- 
" moft as foolifh." 

II. A young lawyer, who attended the fpout- 
ing-clubs more than he did Weftminfter-hall, hav- 
ing made a (light acquaintance with Quin, one 
night frankly told bim his <lefign was to come up- 
on the (lage, but that he fhould chufe to have the 
opinion of a competent judge, before he adually 

put 
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put his defign in execution, and wtthout any more 
ceremony, b^n to fpeak the foliloquy in Ham- 
let— 

<< To bCf or not to be— that is the queftion?'* 

But this he uttered fo very intolerably, that Qiiin 
could not help interrupting,—" No queftion at all, 
" I can aflfure you — Not to be, upon my honour." 

III. Qiiin, when manager, had kept a poet's 
tragedy too long. The poet calling often, and 
being angry, Quin ftnt him to the bureau, and 
defired him to take it. After fearching for fome 
time among feveral other plays, and not finding 
his own — " Well," faid Quin, " take two co- 
" medies and a farce for it." 

IV, When Mn Quin was at Southampton, 
the temporary Mafter of the Ceremonies was one 
of the Majlers of the Mint. A lady of Quin's ac- 
quaintance had taken her place, according to the 
opinion of the Mafter of the Ceremonies, impro- 
perly, who therefore defired her to move. But 
Q^iin interfered, faying (he fhould ngt ftir, and 
that he would be her bulwark and defence. 
Whereupon the Mafter of the Ceremonies flew 
into a violent rage, faying, «* Quin was nothing 
** but a ftroller and a vagabond, and if it was not 
" for his patent, lie would be fent to the houfe of 

conedlion." — " Aye," fays Qi,iin, " that may 

« be; 
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<* be ; and if it were not for your patent, you 
<« would be hanged." ^ 

V. Mr. Quin was at Tunbridge for his health, 
when a certain oratorical gentleman burft out into 
fuch extravagant fits of laughter, in the affembly- 
room, that he drew the obfervation of all the 
company upon him. Coming up to Quin, he 
afked him, if he had^ever feen a man in fuch fpi- 
rits before r — " Yes once," replied the wit, " but 
** then he was in Moorfields.'*^ 

VI. Quin being aiked what he thought of the 
Condud of the people of' England, with regard to 
the Bottte-conjurer, Elizabeth Canning, and the 
Cock-lane Ghoft?— « The firft,'* he anfwered, 
'' was a proof of theur ridiculous credulity ; — the 
'* fecond, of their extravagant folly \ — and the laft, 
*• of their blind fupcrftition." 

VII. Upon his firft coming toBath, Mr. Quin 
found himfelf very extravagantly charged for eat- 
ables and drinkables, as well as lodging and vt^ih- 
ing. At the end of the firft week, he took afide 
Mr. Na(h^ Mafter of the Ceremonies, who in- 
vited him to Bath, as being the cheapeft place in 
England for a man of tafte and a bon vivant. Mr. 
Nafli, who loved his joke, and knew that Quin 
loved a pun as well as himfelf, replied, ** They 
«* have a&ed by you upon truly Chriftian princi- 
<' pies." How fo?" fays Quin.~« Why," re- 

fumed 
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fumed Nafti, " you was zjlranger^ and they took 
" you in.'' — " Ay, but," faid Quin, " they have 
" fleeced me, inftead of float hing me.'* 

YIII. The Mafter of the Ceremonies was, a 
few nights after, in company with Quin, when 
he was in one of his fatirical moods, and attempt* 
ing to take off mod of thofe who were prefent. 
Nafh expe&ing to be the nexti, got up, and wis 
upon the point of retiring. Quin aiked him the 
reafon why he went fo foon ?— To which he re- 
plied, << In order to fave you the trouble of taking 
** me off, I think it is beft to take myjelfoffy 
. IX. Mr. Quin^ on a certain occafion, was 
drinking a bottle with Mallet the poet, and hav- 
ing given his opinion rather too freely upon fome 
of the baid's produdlions, he was fo out of tem- 
per that Quin could not pleafe him in any thing 
he faid during the remainder of the evening. At 
length Qiiin offered to wager a dozen of claret,, 
that Mallet did not contradict the next thing he 
faid.—" What's that?" faid Mallet.—" Why,'' 
replied Quin, " that you are the greatefl poet ia 
" England." 

X. As Quin and another gentleman were paf- 
fing one evening through St. Paul's Church-yard, 
their attention was attradled by a mob of people, 
who were aflembled to hear a man rclatc,^ " That 
" tlicrc had been a chimney on fire in the Bo- 

*« rough I 
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*' rough ; that he had feen, with his own eyes, 
** the engines- go, in order to extinguifli it ; but 
" that it was quite got under before they arrived." 
Upon feeing the attention of fuch a concourfe of 
people attradled by fo very unentertaining a detail, 
Mr. Quin and his friend could not help reflefting 
upon the natural curiofity of Englifhmen, which 
was excited by the mod trifling circumftance ; — 
and very frequently by no circumftance at all, 
'* Let us try," faid Quin, " an experiment upon 
** our countrymens' curiofity."- This was immedi- 
ately agreed to ; and they accordingly repaired to 
the oppofite fide of the church-yardt, where, hav- 
ing taken a convenient fland, and flaring up to 
the ftone gallery, Quin gravely faid, *• This is 
*' about the time."—** Yes," replied the other, 
taking out his watch, and looking at it under a 
lamp, "nhis was precTely the time it made its 
** appearance laft night." They had now col- 
lefted at leaft a dozen inquifitive fpedlators, who, 
fixing their eyes upon the fteieple, afked, " What 
" was t<^be feen ?" To this Mr. Quin replied, 
" That the ghoft of a lady who had been mur- 
" dercd, had been feen to wralk round the rails of 
<* the ftone-gallery for fbme evenings, and that 
" (he was expe£led to walk again to-night." 
This information was prefently fpread througli 
die multitude, which, by this time^ was augmented 

to 
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to at leaft a hundred. All eyes were fixed upon 
the ftone-gallery, and imagination frequently fup-> 
plied the place of reality, in making them believe 
they faw fomething move on the top of the bal- 
luftrade. The joke having tlius taken, Quin and 
bis companion withdrew, went and pafled the 
evening at the Half-moon Tavern, in Cheapfide, 
^nd, upon their return, between twelve and one, 
the crowd dill remained in eager expe(5lation of 
theghofi's arrival. 



ANECDOTE OF A CLERGYMAN PRO- 
MOTED IN A VERY EXTRAORDI. 
NARY MANNER. 

TN Queen Anne*s reign, the Britifli Augudan 
age, few made a more illuftrious figure than 
Butler, Duke of Ormond, who, for his attach- 
ment to the caufe of St, Germains, was a parti- 
cular favourite of the Qiieen, and of the '^ry par- 
ty, who then held the fuperiority in the court. It 
happened once that as his Grace, who had been 
chofen to be Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, was on 
his paflage to undertake his government, he was 
forced in, by contrary winds, upon the then almoft 
barren ifland of Ila. There was no place in tliis 

fmall 
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fmall and bleak ifland where his Excellency could 
find tolerable accommodation, but a poor clergy^ 
man's houfe, in which were two or three fmall 
rooms, and thefe but very poorly fiimiflied ; how« 
ever thefe inconveniencie^ were amply compen- 
fated by the cheerful and happy difpofition of the 
landlord, and the frugal, but decent, hbfpitality, 
widi which his Excellency was particularly charm- 
ed. The wind fome days after Shifting about, 
the Duke and his retinue prepared for fetting out 
again on their paifage ; but before he went on 
board, being at break&ft, he aiked his landlord, 
what his living was? Only twenty-two pounds, 
replied Jbfeph: (for that was his name}. At 
which his Excellency being furprifed^ afked again, 
iiow he came to have things fo decent and neat 
t)n fuch a fmall falary? Why, replied he, my 
wife Rebecca is ^n excellent houfewife, and as we 
have two cows, (he fells the milk and cheefe, and 
almoft fupports the family ; whilft we referve my 
twenty-two pounds for cloaths, and our children's 
cducatioff, which, at all events^ I am determined 
to give them, and then the world is before them, 
let them fhift for themfdves. Ormond was 
charmed at the fight of fo much contentment, 
and genuine felicity, which this piDor, but gene- 
rous cle^yman enjoyed: and therefore having 
made the frugal wife a handfome prefent, he 

promifed 
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promired to do ftill fomething more for Jofephi 
her hufband» and immediately went on board. 

Jofqph having waited with anxiety, from time 
to timcy to hear of fomething being done in his 
favour, in vain, at lad took the refohition of 
going to Dublini and pufhing his fortune, for 
which he feemed to have had only this finglc 
chance in his whole life. Fully bent on his de- 
iign, he fet out, and foon arrived at Dublin. Be- 
ing a man of fome abilities, he imagined the only 
way to attain his end, would be, if poflible, by 
preaching before his Excellency> and ufing every 
'ftroke of addrefs to make the Duke recoUeft who 
he was, and what he had promifed : he thought if 
he could gain his end this way, it would be more 
fuccefsful than by an indelicate bluntnefs to come 
to his Excellency's lodgings, and put him in mind 
of his promife* 

Upon this he applied to the Dean to be per- 
mitted to preach in the cathedral next Sunday. 
The Dean who knew nothing about him, and ne- 
ver heard of him before, feemed a litti^urprifed 
at the requeft, and being of a humane and gentle 
difpofition, he did not peremptorily refufe it ; but 
judging it ncceflary to be fomewhat acquainted with 
the abilities of the perfon to whom he was to grant 
this favour> he artfully entered into a corfverfation 
with this ftranger, upon various fubjedts, and 
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finding him to be a man poiTefled of no contempti- 
ble ihare of both natural and acquired abilities,. 
he permitted him to preadi next fabbath forenoon 
before his Excellency, and bodi boufes of Peers 
and Commons. Having mounted the pulpit, he 
chofe that remarkable text;—" But the chief 
** butler (his grace's name was Butler) remem- 
" bered not Jpfeph, but forgat him." Here he 
ufed his utmoft efibrts to paint out the unhappy 
tendency 0iat high life has upon the great, to make 
them overlook beneficent aflions done them on 
^ome occafions, by thofe that even tread in the 
humbleft paths of indigence and obfcurity ; and 
having defcribed the inhumanity and injudice of 
this negligence towards their generous benefaftors, 
he obferved, that this negligence often rather took 
its rife from the multiplicity of bufmefs in which 
they were laudably employed, or from having their 
car poifoned with the fafcinating adulations of that 
fervile crowd of flatterers that never fail, on all oc- 
cafions, to feducc their attention from the moft noble 
of allpuriiits— of humanitj, benevolence, and com- 
paflion — for thofe of fenfuality, intemperance, riot, 
and debauchery, than from any innate depravity 
of heart. Having delineated this unhappy teiu)r 
of conduA at fome length, and with the moft pa* 
thetic, lively, and animated addrefs, fo that almoft 
every perfon hearing himi felt what he faid ; he 

fully 
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uly uccomplifhed his defjgQi by making ( 
flriklng application: — And now, my honour») 
hearers, let us turn our thoughts inward, and (juef- 
tion ourfelves. Dtd ever I get a kind office ' 
done me by une of an uifcrior ftation of life, 
and 10 whom a boumifui providence had not been 
To liberal, as to worldly afRiicncc, but ?iad be> 
flowed more valuable favours — thofe of a kind, 
generous, and open heart ; and, like the poor wi- 
dow in the gofpel, that freely gave a mite to the 
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it was all her living — And have I 




overlooked fuch geotrofity, and bafcly forgot to 
reward it feven-ftild? Have ever I, in my life, 
been in Hich a lititauon, cxpoTird to the inclemeii* 
cies of the ibrm, and where confliiting elements 
feemed to confpirc for my niin j and did ever any 
of a low, but cooteiited, Ihtion of life, ^vith open 
aims receive me, and my wealher-bcaien attend- 
ants, into his houfc, while, perhaps, his equally 
kind fpoufe was bufy in heaping on plenty of fuel, 
to recal the heat into our chilUd and benumbed 
limbs i and, with the utmoft folicitudL-^reparing 
a repalt of decent, plaut, md (pm&ntable food, to 
K-vive our our exhauftcd rpllAy|k|UheriI1i our 
hearts, now fecurc Ihnn li^^^^^lfetpf tbc 
roanag ftorm; n 
us tovcnlnre -- 
iiid^, liJI fci. 



lliyH|kcherini our 
lil^^Hfetf tbc 
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vildd our departutejk although they had no hopes, 
dr» at leafi, no certainty of retaliation on my part : 
and have I, With 1 bafenefs of foul, unworthy of 
my ftation, allowed ftich tni^. benevolence to pafs 
unrewarded, and, aihamed to acknowledge my 
bene&£h>rs, have fuifered them to hnguifh under 
the iron graip of poverty, aniir poiSbly to folicit 
charity's odd hand in vain ? * 

JAere the Duke, who was all aloiig attention 
tome fermonr could not hel^ examining his ownl 
conduct) and- upon recoltedion, found that he 
himfelf was guilty of fome pieces of negligence, 
equally criminal, ^id perfcAly fimilar to this, 
wl^ich had juft now been defcribed in fo affe£ting 
cdours; but be was ftiirmore aifie£led, when, 
upon a thorough examination of the parfon, he 
found he bore a ftriking refemblance to the figure 
and features of his own hofpitable landlord in the 
iiland of Ila ;. and whom, till brought to recol- 
Ie<%ion by this aSe£ting difcourfe, he had inhu- 
manely forgot; upon which he turned to one of 
his lords, ^d aiked him, if this was not their old 
landlord in Ila? To which he replied, pleafe 
your Excellency, "I think it is. Caufe him, 
after fervice, to come and dine with me, Jofeph 
being brought in^ and fet down, the Duke afked 
him if he did not come from IIa> and was not 
his defign to put him in mind of bis'prcmufe to 

provide 
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pirovide for him ? Here Jofeph blofhea, and, \vit& 
chat ingenuity niatural to a generous mind, con- 
confelfed that it was he, and diat it really was 
his fote intention, Is he imagined his Excellency's 
fiegle^ of him did not drife from a cohtempt of 
his meannefs of life, or from a difhonourable 
flmme of acknowledging a good office when done 
by an inferior^ which a great foul like his ExceU 
lency's difdained, but from the vaft and' imporunt 
concerns of the goverhment, with which he was 
mtnifted, he would account it no msitter erf for^ 
prife, that this, like a fmall receipt amidft a heap 
t)f papers, was fallen afide and loft. To which 
the Duke replied, you are a worthy man ! and im- 
mediately after dinner he ordered Ibme of his 
clerks to look over the vacancies of the church* 
The clerks, after fcarching, told his Excellency 
there was none but a living of four hundred pounds 
per annum. His Excellency anfwered, there is 
none more deferving of it than this generou?, wor- 
thy man ; and immediately preferred Jofeph frtmi 
liis poor twenty-two pounds a-year, tdtbur hun- 
dred pounds. But mark the quick tranfitions of 
fortune! The Whig intereft getting the fuperi- 
ority, (for jarring irtterefts and fadion will always 
be joined in a free Ibte,) the Duke of Ormond 
was divefted of all his dignities, ^ and efcaping a 
trial, by retiring lo France, he was fugitated, and 
* 1 2 Vc& 
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his lirgc fortune was forfeited to the crown. 
The generofity of his friends fOT fome time fup- 
plied him ; but, alas! thefe aids were foon with- 
drawn, and the once great Duke of Ormond, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, Lieutenant General 
of her Majefty's armies, &c. &c. now found him- 
felf treading in the loweft paths of fortune, and 
furrounded with all the horrors of indigence, con- 
tempt, aiid death. But how agreeably was he 
fui^rifed to find a comfortable fupply from a very 
unexpeded channel, viz. his old friend Jofeph !-->- 
That generous-hearted man, hearing of his great 
patron's and benefaSor's misfortunes, thought the 
lead part of his' duty was to fpare as much asjie 
could out of his benefice, to fupply the neceflities 
of that great and good man, from whom he had 
all his living ; and, therefore, one day taking his 
wife afide, fays to her, Becca, my dear, you hear 
what has happened to the Duke of Ormond, who 
liberally put us into our prefent affluent fituation ; 
and you know very well we can as eafily live upon 
one hund^ pounds a-year as on^ thoufand pounds ; 
what would you think of fettling three hundred 
pounds a-year upon our generous patron, for life ; 
for I hear, to the difgrace of his friends, he is in 
danger of periftiing for real want. Becca readily 
consented to fo noble a propofal, and immediately 
Jofeph modeftly remitted to the Duke the firft 

quarter 



quarter of his annuity. Struck with this fecond 
aA of kindnefv'his Grace wrote a full account 
of it to a great perfonage at court, who, although 
in different interefts, yet ftill preferved the laws of 
friendlhip, amidft all the commotions of (late, in- 
violable and fccure. Being charmed with fuch 
true generofity in a poor man^ this courtier got 
Jofeph preferred . to a fecond living, which made 
them worth eight hundred pounds a-year; but 
prior to this fecond preferment, the Duke of Or-* ' 
mond died in exile, fo that Jofeph, had it now no 
more in his power to relieve the wants, and alle* 
viate the misfortunes of his noble benefa£lor ; for 
he was now fecure from the bluftering ftorms of 
adverfity, in that land of fxlence, w]iere the weary 
are atrefl. 

Every circumftance of this ftory is founded on 
leality, which enhances the value of entertainments 
of this kind. Some years ago, an officer in flie 
army declared, that he v^s the grandfon of the 
hero of our hiftory, and ufed to divert himfelf and 
friends with relating thefe particulai^refpefting 
his benevolent progenitor^ Jofeph fro 
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ANECDOTE OF A' PERSIAN MINISTJER 

OF STATE. 

COSROES. King of Perfia, had a Minifter of 
State^ whofe charadier was fi) anuable„ that it 
was difficult to deteimine by whom he was mod 
beloved, the King, or his people. At length this, 
able minifter demanded his diixniflion. Cofroes, 
however, unwilling to lofe £b faithful and wiie a 
fkfVBhu deiired an explanaition* ** Why would 
*f you defert me V* (aid the affli^)^ Monarch. 
^ HfLMC you any caufe of complaint I Has not 
'* the dew of my benevolence &llen upon thee t 
'< Have not all my flaves been ordered to make no 
" diftindlion between thy orders and mine^ Are 
** not you nesit my heart i Have you any thing 
** totdk that I can grant i Speak, and you (hall- 
** be fatisfied ; only do not think of leaving me.'^' 
-«m— Mitranes, the minifter, ficiade this reply ; 
** O King! I have ferved thee with zeal and 
<* fidelity, ^sd thou haft moft amply rewarded 
** me ; biWiature jiow tequirei from me one of 

*< the moft facred of its duties. 1 have a fon». 

" who can only learn from me how to ferve thee, 
" or thy fucceflbrs, as I have done. Let me pur- 
** fue this private duty, after all my care for the 
<* public good."— Cofroes granted his requeft ; 

but 
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but upon this condition^ th^t. he fhould .take the 
yoiuig'pnnce with him into his retreat, and edu- 

Tsrterjbbth the youths together. Mitranes fet 

^ ' out; and after five or fix years aWence, retufned, 
and carried his pupils to court. Cofi"oes was 
overjoyed to fee his fon again ; but, upon exami^ 
nation, be was gRatly chagrined to find that he 
had not made the fame progrefs in his ftudies, as 
■ the foil, of Mitranes. In (hort, he was greatly in* 
fcrior to him in point of real merit. The King 
complained to the Minifter of this ftriking ^differ* 
rnce ; and his reply fhould be a leflTon tb all young 

men of good cBfpofitions. " O King ! my font 

^ has miade a better ufe than your's of the in* 
«* ftruftions I gave to both. My attention has 
•* been equally divided between diem; but my 
^* (on knows that his dependance muft be on 
<« mankind, while I never could ccxiceal from 
^< your*s, diat men vrould be dependent on him.'* 
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BONS MOTS OF VOLTAIRE, CHJ^RLES 
V. LORD CHESTERFIELDr^^iffiP^ ' 
OTHERS- '' ". * 

I. "XTOLTAIRE, during bis laft refidence art 
^ Paris, was oppreffed with vifits from people 
of all ranks. Among others, a young author t>f 
moderate abilities, but excefliyely vain, thought it 
hts duty to go and pay his refpefis to this Neilor of 
literature, and with this de(}gn, waited upon him. 
As foon as he was introduced into the philofopher'^ 
ftudy, he began his compliments in the following 

words: " Great man ! to-day I have come to 

" falute Homer ;—— to-morrow I will falute So- 

*• phocles ; ^the day after to-morrow Plato ^" 

a nd he was going to continue in the fame 

(bain ; but Voltaire interrupted him, by faying, 

" Lattle man ! I am very old, and (hould he 

*' glad if you would pay all your vifits in one 
« day." 

IL ClM|ks V. Emperor of Germany, pafling 
once by IWillage of Arragon, on Eaflcr-day, a 
perfon met him, who, according to the cuftom of 
the country, was crowned Pafchal King, and faid, 

gravely to him, '* Sir, it is I that am King.^* 

M Much good may it do you," fays the Em- 

pcror 










I 



177 ) 

peror as gravely ; ^' you have chofen a trauble« 
•» fome employment." 

■> in. Mr. Quin was one day coming in a chairf 
fitmi' having dined at the fign of the Three Tuns, 
Bath. Lord Chefterfield meeting him, faid, that 
if Quin came from thence, " there were but two 
« tuns left." 

IV. The corporation of Bath, in honour to 
Mr. Nafli, placed a full length flatue of him in 
the Pump-room, between the bufts of Newton and 
Pope ; upon which occafion the Earl of Chefter- 
field wrote the following fevere and witty epi- 
gram : — 

« IMMORTAL Newton never fpoke 

*' More truth than here you*ll find, 
*< Nor Pope himfelf e'er penned a joke 

<< Severer on mankind. 
« The pidure plac'd the bufts between^ 

** Adds to the fatlre ftrength; 
*' Wifdom and wit are little feen, 

«< But folly at full length.** 

V. A philofopher and a wit were Mfling from 
Harwich to Holland, and a high fwelT rifing, the 
philofopher feemed under great apprehenfions left 
he-ftiould go to the bottom. — " Why," obferved 
the wit, " that will fuit your genius to a tittle ; 
" as for my part, you know, I am ooly for fkim- 
<* ming Utitfiirface of things." 

I 5 VL Oliver 
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' Vf. Oliver €romwel^ h^d nominated arnobisir 
m&rii of the firft diilin&ion, to go over to MaiaA 
Hi Che charafi^r of ambaflkdor extraoxxlmarjr^ dndT 
' demand a: categorical anfwer concerning the beha*^ 
viour of 4^e Spanifh guarda codas in the Weft In- 
dies ; and, in cafe of not receiving a fatis&^ory 
reply, to inform his Catholic Majefly, that he 
might expeft tlie walls; of the fifboiial to fly about 
his ears in a ffw mondis. The noUeni^ teftified 
his thanks for the great honour the Protedor de* 
ii^ned him> but excufed himfelf fiom the errand, 
faying, it might prove a compliment of too much 
importance for him to return with the anfwer.*-* 
*« Leave that to me," fays Oliver ; " if they touch 
« but a hair of your head, I'll revenge the infult, 
<« by taking dFthe heads of every Spaniard in my 
" dominions.^' — " But of all diefe hiads^' re- 
plied the noUeman, *< there may not be oiie to fit 
^ myjboulders,*' 

VII. Mr. Pope, who^ notwithftanding his di- 
minutive and misfhapen figure, was not a little 
vain of his^pdbn, having aiked Swift what peo- 
ple dioug^t of him in Ireland: ** Why," faki 
Swift, " they diink you are a very Kttle matt, but 
•* z very great poet.** — Pope retorted with fome 
acrimony,—" They think tfie very reverfe of you 
« in England." 

VIIL Louis 
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. Vlil. Louis XIV. raid one day to &tfaerM«r. 
filon, " I have heard many great orators in my 
'< didfdp and I have alvtrays been well fati^iel 
<' with them ; but every time I hear you, I am 
« diflatisfied widi myfelf.'* 

IX. Mr. Foote u&d to fay, that he always 
looked upon the theatre as the ** main ocean ;" 
— »'' for/' continued he, ** when an author writ^ 
'< a piece, here he launches it upon the fea of cri« 
" ticifm ; and every one knows this is a mod 
** dangerous navigation, full of rocks and fhoalSj 
«< where there'are no fure pilots, but Novelty, Wit, 
^ and Senfe. An a£lor here, firKl fets fail for the 
** port of Applaufe, and if he is lucky enough to 
." double the cape of Approbation, he may wea- 
<< ther out a feafon, and taile the benefit of the 
*• April monfoons." 

X. It is related of Mr. Addifon, who, thou^ 
an elegant writer, was too diffident of himfelf 
ever to fhine as a public fpeaker. that at the time 
of debating the Union AA in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, he rofe up, and, addrefiing hii^elf to the 
Speaker, faid, ** Mr. Speaker, I conceive"-^but 
could go no farther ; — ^then rifing again, he faid, 
•* Mr. Speaker, I conceive"— Still unable to pro- 
ceed, he fat down again. A third time he arofe^ 
and was Aill unable to fay any thing more than-— 
** Mr. Speaker, I conceive j"— when a certain 

I 6 young 
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young member^ who was poflefled of more eflfron- 
tery and volubility, arofe and faid, ** Mr. Speaker, 
" I am very forry to find that the Honourable 
^* Gentleman over the way has conceived three 
** times, and brought forth nothing,** 

XL A certain lady had miflaid one of her ear- 
rings, which were of fome value, and in the heat 
of her paflion, (he acciifed her maid of having* 
got it. The maid protefted her Innocence.-— 
<< Why," continued the lady, *« you have not the 
** face to deny it?— you cannot help blulhing at 
" difowning it!" Foote, whp flood by during 
this controverfy, told her very coolly, " She was 
«^ quite miflaken, it was onlyih^ rejieSfion of her 
*' face:* 

XII. A certain genius, who had more wit than 
prudence, could not avoid obferving the great at- 
tachment his patron's lady had to vxx:iferous bawl- 
ing, vulgarly called fcolding ; and in one of his 
fcribbling moods he penned an ode to a vixen, 
which he thought v^ras fo good a piece, that he 
could not jefrain (hewing it to his friend, vAxo 
was greatly pleafed with the thought, and defired 
a copy. " Why (hould you want a copy. Sir," 
replied the wit, <^ when you have been fo long in 
** poiTelTion of the original." 

• 

ANECDOTE 



( »8i ) 



ANECDOTE OF A CHINESE EMPEROR. 

XTOUTI, Emperor of China, was paffionatdy 
^ fond of the occult fciences. An impoftor, 
availing himfelf of this foible, brought him an 
elixir, exhorting him to drink it, and aflurihg 
him that it would render him immortal. One of 
his Minifters, who was prefent, having in vain 
attempted to undeceive him, haftily fnatched the 
cup, and drank the liquor. The Emperor, en- 
raged at this infult, ordered the Mandarin to be 
put to death. The honeft Minifler, not in the 
lead difconcerted, faid to him, ^^ If the elixir be- 
<* flows immortality, all your efforts to put me to 
<' death will be ufelcfs ; and if it does not, furely 
** you will not be guilty of fuch an aft of injuf- 
" tice for fo infignificant a theft." — ^This fpeech 
pacified the Emperor, who afterwards highly com- 
mended him for his fortitude in the caufe of truth, 
iii oppofition to impofture. 
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A TRAGI-GOMIC ANECDOTE OF PE- 
TER THE GREAT. 

TPHIS monarch went one day to die college of 
-^^ the empire, and aiked for a certain paper 
which was depofited there. The Secretary, who 
had it under his care, having fought for it a long 
time without being able to find it, Peter became 
impatient, condemned the Secretary to be flogged^ 
and ordered two drunMner$ to infiid the punifli^ 
ment. He then mounted a ladder himfdf, and 
began to nimmage among the papers, in order to 
find what he wanted. The Secretary embraced 
that opportunity to efcape, and went and threw 
himfelf at the feet of the Emprefs, to whom his 
fifter was chambermaid, begging her to intercede 
for him. In the mean time, the dj:ummers ar- 
rived, and having aiked what thiey were to do^ 
the Emperor, without tiyvung round, bid them 
lay hold of the Secretar}^ who was there. Un- 
luckily thep was another fitting at work ; they 
therefore feized him, and having ftretched him 
out on the floor, executed the orders given them, 
notwithftanding all his cries and proteilations. 
Scarcely was this bufinefs finiihed, when the Em- 
prefs arrived and made her requeft. " You have 
" come too late,** faid the Emperor, « the affair 
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9^ is over."—** That is impoffiWc," replied flie^ 
^< this maex has never been out of my prefence^ 
" fince he came to beg my affliftance." — *< I, 
^ however, heard him make a noife without/' re^ 
turned the Emperor^ The fufFerer.was then called 
tn^ who in a plaintive tone related his difafter^ 
'* I am forry for it/* faid the monarch, <* but 
^* diere is no help now ; I fhall remember it.*'-— 
Some time after, the Secretary having committed 
a^ faulty which deferved flogging, reminded Peter 
of his promife, and the Emperor faid, <' Well, 
<< be it fb ^ we are now quits*" 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF ROUS- 
SEAU. 

nPHIS extraordinary man was bom at Geneva, 
-^ in the year 1708, of a family that boafled 
few other advantages than dieir virtues and their 
patriotifm* His father was a feller of liulic, and 
he himfelf vms bred to the bufmefs. He was early 
taught to regard his country with aiiedion, and to 
feel that enthuflafm for liberty, which he after« 
wards contended for. One day, the citizens of 
Geneva being at their annual exercife, in the even« 
ing when it was over, they joined hand and hand 
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in a dance in the market place, ^d thus continued 
for fome.time, in that innocent mirth, which is 
felt by a confcioxis communication of pleafure. 
In this general exultation of the citizens, iays 
Roufleau, my father caught me in his arms, crying 
out, — " My fon, love your country !" Thofe em* 
braces, and this exclamation niade the ftrongeft im* 
pref^on, fo mixing with his tekider mind, that 
what might be reafon in others, was almoft con- 
ftitution in him* 

The earlier part of hi^ life was paft tn obicii- 
rity, yet not in indolence.. Though not profeffedly 
bred a fcholar, yet he addi£led himfelf to books, 
and foon attempted to improve thele inftru£lions 
by travel. It was in this time of concealment, 
that he laid in thofe ftores of knowlec^, which 
were afterwards to be drawn out for the amufe* 
ment of mankind, and which were to giv& his 
works the appearance of folidity. The beft know- 
ledge of an author, is almcrfl always acquired be- 
fore he becomes a profefled* writer. When un- 
known and unregarded, he can obferve upon man- 
kind at his eafe, and without fufpicion ; but when 
once known to be connefted with the prefs, he is 
regarded as a fpy, and all the pi£hires of the hu- 
man heart are ihiitup entirely from his infpeftion. 
It was thus, therefore, with filent toil, and atten- 
tive contemplation, that Rouifcau went from city 
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to city, obferved the manners as they rofe, and 
caught the outlines of every future production. 

Roufleau was almoft thirty-five, before he even 
thought of commencing author. He preferred, 
^s he tells us, " his repofe and his friendihips, (the 
only goods he valued,) to the fplendour of re- 
putatioiij or the painful pre-eminence of being^ 
the object of envy." Not indeed that he had 
never written till diattime ; but what he had writ- 
ten, was only confidered as a private amufement, 
rather than a work calculated for public infpec- 
tion. In fad, fo early as the age of eighteen, he 
wrote a litde comedy, entided, " Narciflus, or 
** the Self-Lover ;" which, however, vsras not 
afted until the year 1752, when it received but a 
very cool approbation. 

When he was about thirty-four years of age; 
we find him at Paris, endeavouring to eam his 
bread by copying mufic. Tliis was but a mean 
profeflion, for one who took upon him to be the 
inflrudor of mankind, ^d afterwards to (land 
forth a kind of martyr in defence of his princi« 
pies. 

The firft work he publifhed, was called, " The 
" Garden of Sylvia," a fmall performance, in 
which the imagination holds the place of fenfe. 
He was at tliat time content, as he tells us, " to 
** walk along the banks of the filver ftream, and 
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'* add his folHoquies to its murmurs." One 
thing remaricable in this pradmaicm is, that he 
feems to forefee in it, that he fhauUone day ftand 
forth as the champion of liberty, and aft a more 
important chara£ler on the ftage of life. The 
event jufUfied die prediction. 

Every mznp wfaatmr may be his fame, owes a 
part of it to chance, and a part to abilities. A 
queftion happening to be propofed by the academy 
9t Dijon, namely, *• Whether the revival of arts 
f< and fciences has contributed to the amendment 
" of morals?" ' Rx)ui&au thought this a fit op- 
portunity to grve fi;:ope to, his pandoxical turn of 
th&i&ing, and umi^rUKk, witj^ gieat %ifit, and 
BKMae ekH)ueDcej $6 piove, ^* that aiti^d fciences 
<« only contribute to render meo more vicious, And 
<< more iiohappy.'' The moft^liigenious tilings 
can always be iaid on tbe wjong fide of eveiy 
queftioo. Of this our philofopher feemed fen- 
fible, iMien he undertook to maintain, <' that the 
^* unlettered favage wa« happier and better tiuiii 
^ the refiae4 philofopher." 

It vvas, in fome meafure, counteraSing his own 
attempt, iiaoe we could not know this, if it were 
true, without the ai&ftance erf philoibphy. But» 
be this as it will, his difcourfe had the defired ef- 
fect. It procured him the prize he contended 
ibr. It procured him mose» namely, the- applaofe 
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of the public. Perhaps this is the only difcourie 
that ever was noticed by the ipublic, in confequence 
of thoie annual incitements to young or vain 
readers, whofe productions appear and are foon 
forgotten* The King of Pruflia was among the 
numb^'of thoie who thought proper to anfwer 
this difcourfe, which, was not the leaft honour 
xtliat was done to it* By thus defending, anfwer- 
ing, and vindicating this work, our philofophcr 
was involved in a literary warfare, and acquired 
the reputation of a man of letters, at a period o\ 
life when many others begin to think of retiring 
from the pre(s» 

• tt was at>out this time that a lady of the fiitt 
diftin&ion in Paris, was willing to give Roiifleau 
fc»ne nniarks of her fatisfaflioninhis peifcHiaances. 
Hearing; faovt^eve^ that he refiifed all pecuniary 
offers with fome indigtiation, (he fent him tame 
mufic to co[^. Suppofmg diis to be in the way 
of his profeflion, fbe expeded that he would not 
refufe whatever (he thought proper to pay him for 
his labour. Accordingly, when the work was 
done, (he fent him a purfe of gokl ; but from her 
favour be only deduced a few (hillings, which 
viras the real price of his ttouble, and lent her 
back the reft. 

m 

In England, a dung of this kind would neidier 
be fo ftrange, nor lb prai(e-wortby, as in France; 

for 
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for there it has long been the cuftom for the poet 
to acknowledge himfelf as a mere dependent upon 
the great, whofe bounties he folicits without 
fhame, and whofe favours he receives as a tribute 
to his fervices. In England it is otherwife^ 
Thofe who write have, in general', other means 
of fupport than the nobility ; and very few re- 
ceive pecuniary retribution, 

Roufleau's difcourfe upon the origin of the in- 
equality among mankind, may be juftly reckoned 
his greateft and beft performance. In this he en- 
deavours to (hew, that all men, being originally 
equal, were neceflarily free ; and tha,t all focial en* 
gagements, were but fetters impofed upon the in- 
dolence, ignorance, or weaknefs of humanity. la 
this perhaps he is right ; but it is very fit that 
fuch fetters fhould be formed^ fihce every animal 
Ihould, and ought to lofe freedom, in proportion 
to its w^eaknefs, and fubmit to be guided by others, 
in proportion to its inability of condu£lin|g itfelf» 
The learned ftatefman. therefore, fhould have 
more liberty than the illiterate peafant, becaufe 
lefs apt to abufe it. 

It would be tiring the reader to inform him 
how many contemptible anfwers this elegant no- 
velty produced. They died as foon as born; The 
bed way to encounter paradoxes is to leave them 
to themfelves. Thejr only fubfifl by their no-^ 

velty,' 
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▼city, aivl as they gro\y older, they grow more 

A --urrtef to d'Alambert, upon theatrical exhibi- 
tioiiF, W2is his next performance. In this he 
only traced the path of our countrymen, Prynn 
and Collier ; for the French writers often em- 
brace our literary paradoxes, when we begin to 
throw them afide. He there condemns play- 
houies with fome warmth ; but what could fuch 
endeavours do, even if he were right. Amufc- 
ment is what men naturally look for, and perhaps 
it is our bufinefs to amufe each other. The rea- 
foning of this produftion was copioufly and fuf* 
ficiendy anfwered by d'Alambert and Marmon- 
tcl ; but people would refort to the play-houfe, 
whether they had anfwered it or no. 

The new Eloifa ne^tt appeared, which did more 
honour to his genius than his philofophy. In 
that work vices are treated as frailties, and an ex- 
cufe made for all the fallies of irregular paflion. 

The Social Compa£l, and Emilius, fucceeded ; 
and the liberty which Rcuflfeau has taken in diem of 
diftrufting received opinions, and undermining cfla- 
blifhed do£lrincs in religion, procured him more 
formidable enemies than his former mere philofo- 
phical paradoxes could have done. His native 
city thought proper, upon this occafion, to dif- 
daim and baniib him ; and he afterwards wan- 
dered 
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dcred from fbte to ftate, exclaiming at the pij 
judices and malic» of mankind, half a philofop^ci 
and half a humourift, dreft in an Armenian habjj 
and miftaking novelty of opinion for juffaiefs l 
thinking. 

M 

IMW -4 

9 

ANECDOTES CONCERNING'* 

ROUSSEAU. ^ 

I. A MONG the many anecdotes related <| 
•^-^ M. Rouflcau, the following may with ceij 
tainty be relied on : — In a little country town lij 
France, where he took up his refidcnce when h< 
was perferuled f(jr his opinions, the curate of th^ 
parilh no fooner heard who he was, than he pub- 
licly preached againd him, and in feveral of hii 
fcrmons branded him with the appellation of ai 
Infidel. The unblameable tenor of his condudl, 
howc\'er, prevented thofe invcdives from tokit^ 
any cffeS, and the people in general were regard- 
Icfs about the tendency of his writings, when they 
found nothing to condemn in his life. The 
priefl, finding that he could do but little in thii 
way changed his battery, and infmuated, where- 
cver he Vv ent, that RoufTenu had aiTerted in feve- 
ral 
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for a moft retentive memory, of which die follow- 
ing flxMy rs a ftriking inftance : — 

A young author read a new tragedy to him, 
which he heard all through with great feeming 
pkafure. He aiTured the writer that his piece was 
excellent, and that he would engage for its fuc- 
cefs. But, fays he, you have been guilty of a little 
plagiarifm. To prove this, I will repeat to yoi| 
the fecond fcene of the fourth aA of your play. — 
The young poet aifured him that he viras mif- 
taken, fot he had not borrowed a line from any 
body. 

La Mottc faid, that he aflerted nothing which 
he could i^ot prove i and impnediately repeated the 
whole fcene widi as much animation, as .if h^ 
himfelf had been the author of it. Thofe who 
were piefent looked at one another with aftonifti- 
ment, and knew not what to think. The au- 
thor himfelf was more,, especially difccxicertcd. 
WherTLa Motte had for fome time enjoyed their 
cmbaraffment, he faid, — ** Gentlemen, recover 
" yourfelves from your furprife." — Then addrefs- 
iog himfelf to the author,—" The fcene, Sir, isi 
•* certainly your own, as well as the reft of the 
** play ; but it appeared to me fo beautiful and fo 
** afFe£ling, that I could not help getting it by 
" heart, when you read it to noe." 

A MOST 
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A MOST CAPITAL ANECDOTE, 

A MONG words which, in their prefent ic- 
■^^ ceptaiion, are far remote from their original 
and rigid meaning, none perhaps arc more Ihrik- 
ing than Deifm and Frceihinking. The former, 
which, in its !tri£t import, fignifies nothing mofc 
than a belief in the exiftence of tlie Deity, in op- 
pofition to Atheifm, is now imiverfally underfiood 
of al! pcrfons who rejefl ihe Chriftian revelation ; 
and the word Fretthinking, which fhould convey 
die idea of a man of a Hbciai and ingcnioiis di(- 
poliiion, free fram vulgar prejudices and unmanly 
bigotry, and inveffigating truth with virtuous vie\vs, 
and « deep veneration of the Suprenw Being, is 
now commonly appropritated to thofe perfons, 
who, from a love of fingulaiity, an affeftaiion of 
fuperior underflanding, ot innate malignity of 
, mind, would combat truths tlic mod univerralty 
I iweived and revered in al! ages and in all countries, 
fc and would dt ifolve ihofe facred tics by which fociety 
J! united, and deHroy rfiofc hnpfs ef iPUitt i m Jity 
which God has given, a 
the beft fecurity of our hapjiinr' 
after. 

.\n anecdote of the htc Mi 
miurkaMe inUanceof tlic U" 
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taon, and cannot fail to convey fome ufeful ad- 
vice. This gentleman was a great Freethinker, 
and a very free fpeaker of his free thoughts. He 
made no fcruple to difleminate his opinions where- 
fever he could introduce them. At his own table, 
the lady of the houfe, who was a {launch advocate 
fpr her hufband*s opinionsj would often, in the 
warntth of argument, fay, — " Sir; we Deifts." 

The leAure upon the non credenda of the Free- 
thinkers was repeated fo often, and urged with fo 
much earneifaiefs, that the inferior domeflics, be- 
came foon as able difputants as the heads of the 
family. The fellow, who waited at table, being 
thoroughly convinced, that for any of his mifdeeds 
he fliould have no after account to make, was re- 
folved to profit by the ^oftrine, and made off 
with many' things of value, particularly the plate^ 
Luckily he was fo clofely purfued, that he was 
brought back with his prey to his mailer's hpufe, 
who examined him before fome.fele^ friends. 
At firfl, the man was fuUen, and would anfwer no 
queilions ; but, being urged to give a reafon for 
his infamous behaviour, he refolutely faid^— ><< I 
had heard you fo often talk of the ignpoilibility 
of a future (late, and that after death there was 
np reward for virtue, nor puniibment for vice, 
that I was tempted to conunit the robbery.'' — 
Well 3 buf you lalcal/' replied MaUet, '< had 

*< you 
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w ^u no fear of the gallows ?"— «< Sir/' fiiid tb* 
fellow:, looking ilemly at his mafler> <' what it 
«< that to you, if i had a mind to venture that i 
^ You had removed my greateft terror; why 
^ Ihould I fear the leaft J*' 



MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES. 

I. A T the time that the &mous Jew Bill was 
•^^ debating in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. 
PeOiam finding the arguments running ftrongly 
againft him, and that Mr. L ■ , who had 4 
very happy method -of detix'ery, had made no fmall 
jznpreffion by his lad harangue, rofe up and told 
tlie fallowing ilory, — " I remember,'* ^id he," 
^ tnwelling a few years ago, in Somerfetflmcj 
*' with two ladies who were fifters. ♦ We were in 
♦* a \'ery eafy carnage, — ^the roads were remark- 
** ably good, — and we v^ent on paitkularly plea^ 
^ fant. Notwithftanding this, one of the ladies 
*• was in cbntinual terror, crying odk lk'^ 
*' little Jolt,'*—* O, dear Sir, we (hall be ow 
- We ftali <:ertaiidy be. killed!— I wUh ' 

* nc\'er ventured on this journey ! — Btefcjm 

* again : — well, we (hall pofitively netn 
^ iilive.'— " Finding this lady fo extremb 
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« mis and appiwbeiifivB, I enquired of her fifter 

¥ whether ^m coadunan was a. fober maq, and 

'f imderftood his buiinefs. To. which I was an- 

n fweied,''— r< She. had never iesa hini intoxicate 

« ed,— 4hat he had driven them foc.txuny.yearsy 

' without any accident having ever happened^-— 

< and that t h ew wai m* • mere able coachman 

' in the whole country.' " I then enquired if he 

** was acquainted with th^ road ? To this I-was 

^* alfo anfwered/* — * I^obody knew it better, and 

•: that bd had driven them that very road, ^ at /leaft 

« fifty tones.'-- <* Thefe infennations made me 

^ greatly iftonifiied at the lady's terrors, which 

Mlb Mt.cmly continued, but feeooed naxix incteafed,. 

*f Her fifter, peiceiving my furprife at her heha-> 

«• viour, defired me — to male myjelf quite eajy^ for 

^ that her iifter was nally tinder m afprehenfions ;; 

•f hut that fancying berfelf poffeffed of an qgneaik 

^f voicip jbe took eotry ofportimity of bearing it,** • 

■ II. The ficAowing anecdote relates to that great 

and good man. Philip l^tA Wharton, who had ^ 

oonfiderable.baml in bringing about the glorious 

Hevoiutionj and is a proof oi his high regaid fop 

rdigioqs. liberty, 

: It happeae^f while Mr. Philipps was a do- 
vieftic chaphin of Lord Wharton's, that a living 
in his lozdAJp's gift became vacant by the death 
of an incuiDtrBl. A clogynan. afqplkd for it, 

ii to 
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whom his Lordfhip faid, — " Sir, it !s my oA 
torn to difpolc of the livings of which I am 
patron, 10 tiiofc who perform ihefe three con'- 
ditions, viz. In the firll palce, the mbiliex imift 
pray in my family ; I don't mean, rtad prayers ; 
for any one of my fcyvants is able lo do that. 
In the next place, he miiJl preech in my fa- 
mily, that 1 may have a fpecimcn of his gifts 
in that way. Then he is to go to the vacant 
*' parilh i and, if the people approve of him, ihe 
" living is his."— The worthy dergyman accoid- 
ingly fulfilled the conditions to the fatisfa^ion 
of the parties, and was indutSed. 

Comparing prcfentwitb ancienl ihingfi, one can 
hardly forbear exclaiming in the words of Vii^l,— 
Heu pittas', keu prifca fides ! 

III. King James ufed to fay, that he never 
knew a modefl man inaice his way in a couru 
As he xvas repeating this cxpTeflioit one day, a 
David Floyd, who was then in waiting at his Ma- 
jefty's etbovi', replied bluniiy, — " Pray, Sir. whofe 
•• fault is that ?'* The King ftood correittd, and 
was filent. ■ »*^ f 

IV. When his prefcnt Grace c 
land was only Earl Percyi < 
fifth regiment of foot : 
after many rubs and h 
confcnted to give the o 



L which he did a 



o give t! 
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ibns, at eigfateen-penceper head. The officers hear- 
ing this, were refolvcd to fliew him the fuperior ge- 
nerofity of their own minds j for which purpoffe 
thqr went to the tavern-keeper, anddefired him to 
prepare the dinner at one guinea per head, and 
they would make up the difievence. When the 
company were called into the eattng-room, they 
ibiind a firft courfe ef all that the feafon could 
afford,— a fecond ftill more co(Uy> — ^and a defert 
of the moft expenfive kind. The noble Earl was 
aftonifhed ; and his aftonifhment grew greater, 
when Champaigne, Burgund}?:, and other die moft 
coftly wines appeared on the boards But he durft 
not make a rmrndL- The. company diaok his 
health, admired the fplendour and magnificence of 
Ae entertainment, which, they faid, was worthy 
of the houfe of Percy ;-— and fo weH did they en- 
joy it, that they fat ta the bottle till^ eight the next 
mornings breaking and fpilling more thaa they 
drank> in order to fwell the amount. The noble 
earl retired early> ient for the landk>rd, andaiked 
him the reafon of fuch a dinner. The landlord 
telling him the truth, his lordfhip appeared much 
aihamed of his penurious conduct, defired the 
whole bill to be l^rought in next. day,, and with ^ 
figh difcharged it. 

V. The late Sir John Barber,, whofe virtues are 
too indelibly written in the hearts of honefl men 
ever to be crated, was a maa of ccaL wit, diveftisd 
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of that ill-natured afperity, which is too ofton 
miftaken for it, and very often faid things which^ 
would have done honour to a Chefterfield. 

The following little anecdote will ferve to il- 
hjftrate this charadler. Sir John haid^ a fon, whofe 
refemblance to his father was but very faint. In 
a courfe of extravagance^ he had tired himfelf oi 
this kingdom ; and, as it was Itkewife the fafl^m 
to travel, he accordingly demanded an audience of 
Sir John, to whom he cotnmunicated his inten- 
tk>ii» and afked the Knight's ^ffiftaixce to enaisiio 
him to perform it in /^^. ** I wifh/' added he» 
'* for nothing more, than an ppportnnity of feieioig 
*« the wofldr" Sir J$^ liitened to him wi^l 
great attention, and replied,— -<< Indeed, Jack, I 
<' I am much pleafed with your intention, larf 
** have not the leaft objedion to your tiaveUing 
<* THiA feeing tHi zuorld, provided the world couifl 
** not fee you.'* 

VI. Fenelonj( archbifhop/ of Cambray, wjas a 
great enemy to the do6lrine$ of the Fatalifls, 
which he called cruel, unpitying, and tending to 
plunge their votaries into defpair ; and, in oider to 
combat thefe dodlrines, he confulted his heart 
more than his theology : — " What a terrible Be- 
" ing," faid he, " do they make of God! For 
** my part, I confider him as a Good Being 
** and I never can confent to recced Vvvccw "^^ '*. 

tyrmt, who having feU^^d us^ ^a«cH>as^^'^ 
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^< to walk^and thenpuni(hes us, becauf^ we cati* 
*^ not obey him/' 

VII- When Mfthmoud, Sultan of Gfaefha, con^ 
4uered India, he had diftreflfed the people greatly 
by plundering, as well as by the contrSbuttons and 
taxes which he ixnpofed. Whilft he was one day 
fiittli^ m his divan, in converfation with his no- 
Ues, a fool wandered* into die hall, and flaring 
Wildly around^ fpoke much to himfelf,. but took 
no particular notice of any perfon. The Prince^ 
obferving him, defirei<his officers to aft him what 
he wanted. He faid, that he was hungry; and 
Hciihed, of all things, lo tet a rorited tbcep^s tail. 
The Sultan, in a fr^Hc, <)rdered them to caufe a 
paiticular kind of ladiih to be roafled, much re<^ 
fembliiig 19 (bape ^fe tails, which, in feverat 
eadem eoumries are very fat, and erf an extraor- 
cKnary fise^ tt was accordingly prefented to 
the fool, Who devoured it voracioufly. The Sul- 
tan theft'aiked him, how he liked *it+ To which 
he anA/ftoedy ^ That it vras exceedingly well 
" 4|dSM; but he could eafily perceive, that, un- 
** 4K^^hi' government, the fheeps' tails had no 

V w 

'* longet the fiattncfs, nor the excellent flavour 
*• for which they were famous in formeij times. 
' Mahmoud felt the poignancy of the anfwer„ 
and gave immediate orders to relieve the pe(^le 
of many burdens under which they groaned. £c- 
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eiirtric fayioga, indeed, from eccenlric meit, wt 
Qiall often find, will more powerfully influence 
a haughty princcj than the moll fcrious rcmon- 
ftraiicesof his nriiniClers, or the loudeft murmur- 
tngs of his people. 

From fuch llight matters as thefe, we (hal| 
efteo jtidgc more truly of the genius of a people* 
than from more folid objefls. 

VIII. Efenatello, a celebrated fculptor, when 
giving the lall ilroke with bis mallet, called out 
to the Itatue. " Speak !" 

IX. Soon after the «ctXflk>a of King James to 
the crown of EngluKl, in one of the totirs be 
made round his kilrigdcKn, he was enienained by 
the Earl of Scarborough, at his fcat at Liimley 
CaAlc. A rijfht twcreml bifhof, a relation of bis 
Loidihip, whD was there on a vilit al the lame 
time, thinking, im dotibt, to paf£Ht his MajeRy 
with a gmud idea of the impoitancc of the family 
of his noble wlattvet br^ui lo malce his Majeftf 
icquajnicd whfa » gencal>^;icil detail of every per- 

bad exiilcd in a long continued line (jf 

p^ pra^titocs and attempted to de- 

I family fit^m a period ton- 

1 ever}' degree of crtdibility. 

I m kngth ^iie 

Agaie2)off!\'\ 

jOAofartlKir^ 



€€ —let me digeft this kj^cmledg^ I have game* ; 
^ —for, upon my honour, I never knew bdbre 
'« that Adam's fumame was Lumley,.** 
• X. Francefco Francia of Bologna, ftruck with 
the fame of Raphael, coi^ceived a violent defire of 
/oeing fome of the works of that celebrated artift. 
.His great age prevented him frohi undertaking 
a journey to Rome. He refolved,, dierefore, to 
write to Raphael, and to inform him how great 
an efteem he entertained for his talents, after the 
chara£ler which had been given of him. Reci- 
jprocal marks* of friendfliip pafled between thefe 
two artifts, and they carried on a regular corre{* 
pondence by letter^ Raphad hai^ng about that 
time iiniflicd his famous painting of St. Cecilia*, 
for the church of Bologna, lent it to his friend^ 
begging hhn to p«t it in its proper place, and to 
correft whatever faults he mi^t find in it. The 
artift of Bologna, tr^nfpocted' with joy at feeing 
the work of Raphael, began to confic^ it with at- 
tention ; when perceiving the great inferiority of 
his own talents to thofe of Raphael, melancholy 
took poffeffion of his heart. — " He fell -into a deep 
" defpondency, and died of grief, becaufe he 
<< found that he bad attained only to mediocrity 
" in his art, after all his labour.*^ 

XL. Sir Robert Walpole was fond of billiards, 
at which his friend. Dr. Monfeyi very much ex- 
celled 



( a<>3 ) 

celled him. '^ How happens it/* fa'u) Sir Robert,, 
in his focial hour, <* that nobody will beat me aC 
** hUlmdSf or contradi^ me, but Dr. Monfey V* 
— " They get," faid the Do£lor, " places ; I gsf 
** —a dinner, and praife." 

XIL During the war between the Portugu^lfe 
and the inhabitants of the ifland of Ceylon, 
Thomas de Sufa, who c^mmahded the European 
forces, took prifbner a beautiful .Indian, who had 
promifed herfelf in marriage to an amiable yputh. 
The lover was no fooner mformed of this misfor- 
tune, than he haftened to throw himfelf at the 
feet of his adorable nymph, who, with tranfport, 
caught him in her arms, . Their fighs and their 
tears -were mingled, and it was fome time before 
their wordJs could find utterance ta expre& their 
grief. At lafl, when they had a litde recovered, 
they agreed, that fmce their misfortunes had left 
them no hopes of living together in freedom, to 
partake with each other all the horrors d[ ila-> 
very. 

. Sufa, who had a foul truly fufceptibfe often- / 
der emotions, was moved at the fight. — •* It is 
" enough," faid he to them, ** that you wear the 
" chains of love. You fhall not wear thofe of 
•* flavery. Go, and be happy in the lawful em- 
*« braces of wedlock." 

K6 The 



. The tw6 loveira fdl on thcic kneea* . Thef 
cauM notperiiiadc themfehrcs'tQ quit fo geaerous 
d hoBOr and thought diemfdves luippy in being 
ptrmitted U> live under ihe laws of a nation, wbo^ 
fo nobly knew how to make uie of victory, and ^ 
£) gmeroufly to faften the calamities of war* 

XIII. When Dr. Gddfmith, wbo was iI^• 

fe&ed with the confcious importauce of being a 

great author^ uiedr h> the fiiouner feafbn^ to re* 

tijre to foiBB diftance into the country, that he 

might purfue his ftudies wilbout interruption, he 

would often defiie a friend to wccompsujy him into 

the nei^bouririg fields^ firt^y charging him not 

to leail him near any houibs. The gentleman^ 

one Sunday evenings inattentive to this reftriAion, 

condu£kcd the Doctor through a poptibus village, 

where every body in their hcdiday clothes were 

at their doors* The Dodor exptefled <;xtreme 

dirpleafure. He did not wiih to be feen« — '^ Dear 

•< Do^r," anfwered the other, ^ be not. dif* 

<* pleafed ; I am here as great a man as your* 

" felf." 

XIV. When the infamous Catharine of Me* 
dicis had pcrfuaded Charles IX. of France to 
mailacre all the Proteftants -in the kingdom, that 
deteftable Prince fent orders to the governors of 
the different provinces, to put all the Hugonots 

to 



to death in their refpedtive diftri^.*— '♦ Slre,*^ 
anfwered one Catholic gorembr, Mrho will ever he 
dear to humanity, " I have too much refpeft for 
^ your Majefty not to per&ade myfelf that the 
« ^ order I have received mult be forged ; but if^ 
** which God forbid, it ftonU be rttUy your Ma-^ 
•* jefty's order, I have too much refpeft for your 
♦« Majefty to obey it." 

XV. Ohe night befese the publication of his^ 
Shakefpeare, Dr. johnfcm fof^ped with fome friends 
in the Temple, who k^him up, ^ nottungloth," 
till paft five the next morning. Much pleafantry 
was paiBng on the- fubjed of coounentatorfhip ^ 
when, all on a Hidden, die Do6lor, looking at his 
watch, cried out,s — " This is fport to you, gen- 
^ tiemen ; but you do not confider that these 
^< are at moft only four hours betwten me and 
" criticifm." 

XVL While Mr. Fox vras at Eton, though 
he did not profecute his (hidies with perfoverance^ 
what he read he made his own ; and was famous 
for performing his exercifes in a ftyle which zk> 
other boy in his time arrived at. A very great 
of livelinels, vivacity, wit, humour, zndjm 
fft Astw an embcllifhment oyer the youth, 
fomething uncommon, and he 
"* Qium in dlfcufTing a theme, 
read one line!" 

A SMART 
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A SMART REPARTEE OF A LADY TO 

DR. SWIFT. 

CRESS Sjrhairtoa HeverendDeairf % 

WhatreafoB can 1)e siven, 
Sinctt marriage is a holy thing. 

That than are none in heavenf 

^here are no wofnen^ he rq>lied ^-« 

She quick returns the jeft j— 
Women there are« but l*m afraicl 

The/ cannot find a pricfi; 



ANECDOTE OF AMANDA, THE MIS^ 
TRESS OF THOMSON. 

EVERY one will recolleA the Amanda, whom 
Thomfon introduces as the companion of his 
rural walks,, in the following lines, m which the 
poet and the lover are equally happy : 

And thou, Amanda, come, prldie of my fbng ! 

Form'd by the Graces, lovclinei« itfelf \ 

Come with thofe downcad eyes, fedate and fweety. 
I Thofe looks demure that deeply pierce the foul. 

Where with the light of thoughtful reafon mixt» 
: Sits lively Fancy, and tlie feeling MuTe ! 

This 
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Ttua lady herfelf encOui^jed the addidlee of 
Thomfon j-^tthc pcejiidices of her mother were 
not to be overcome. *' What !" file would fay, 
•* fliall my daughter marry a poet !" — She was at 
<|preakf^ with hei one morning, when a gentleman 
came in who was unacquainted withtheu' connec- 
tions. On tbelr enquiring the news- of the day, 
he anfwered, " Mr.Thorafon is dead,"—" ff^al 
Thomfonf" exclaimed Amanda. — " The paec, 
" Madam^" he replied. The prefcnce of her 
mother no longer awed her. She iainKd away.. 

Amanda, however, -thou^ the miAiefs of a 
poet,, does not appear to> have been too romantici 
and was for many years afier happily married to a 
pliant Admiral^ who- yet furvives her. 



A REMARKABLE ANECDOTE OF A/ 
DECAYED GENTtEMAN. 

"^HE confcioufiiefs of being bdoved, fofteof 

our chagrins, and enables a great part of 

d to fupport the mifery of exiftence. Tbe 

lliniil '■ - :rcifed upon fomething ; for 

ifciable. " Were I in a 

" I would find fomething 

vflions. Il I ciuWvKft. 
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•< do better, I ttrouldfi^en them tfpon fome Iweet 
•< myrtle, -or fcek i<»ne melai^Kdy cyptefs to- 
«« conne<2 myfelf tso» I would court their ffiade,. 
** and greet them kiiufly for their protedion. I 
«^ would cut my name upcm them, and; fwear ^tuef 
<< were the lovelieft ttees throiigliout the dttfert. 
•* If their leaves withered, I wOuUt tcttch myfelf 
** to mourn ; and when they rejoici^, I would re* 
•< joicc with them.** But die fsdlowii^ anecdote^ 
will iHuArate this itafoning better than the mo(t 
beautiful refleAioni'. 

A refpeftable chsua£t^r» after haviJig long fi-- 
gured away in the ga^ world at Paris, was at length 
compelled to lire in an obfcuxe- retreat in that city,, 
the vi6tim of fevere and unforeften misfortuneSc 
He was fo indigent^ that he iubfifted only on an 
allowance from ^ pariib. ^ Every week a quan* 
tity of bread was fent to him fufficient for his fup- 
part ; andyet^ at lengthy he denianded more. On 
this the curate fent for him.. He went. •< Do 
«« you live alone?" faid the curate.—" With 
** whom. Sir/' anfwered the unfortunate man^ 
" is it poffible I fhould live? I am wretched. 
** You fee that I am, fmce I tfius Jialicit charity, 
** and am abandoned by all the world. — ^But, Sir> 
continued the curate, <* if you live alone, ** why 
" do you aflc for more bread than is fuflfcient for 
•« yourfclf r*— TTie other was ^ite difeoncerted, 

and 
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and at bftt with great Tehi£lance, ccmfeired tbat 
he had a (b^. The cuiate did not drop die (iib- 
jeSk. He dclired him to obfcrvc, that bewas on- 
ly the dillributor of the bread that bdonged to th< 
poor, and that it was aMblutety neceflary that he 
fhould difpofc of hi* d<^. « Ah, Sir," exctwneiS 
the poor man, weeping, " and if I lofe mj dog, 
•* who is ^rcthca to !ove vatV — TV good 
pallor, melting into tears, took his puife, andgiv- 
ing it to him, <« Take ihitt Sir." fiud he ^— I 
« thii ii minr thii 1 em give." 



ANECDOTE OF LORO GEORGE GEB- 

MAINE. 

LORD George Genn^ne, throng^ the :^li. ' 
cation of finie oS hJB idabtnu, piDCiUe^w 
liinng for a gademan, wdiom he had not the fat»k 

Dour of koowidg. For this civilil^ die gentlanaa 
I on his LordOiip to retum him thanki;. 
rdlhip, being inclined to make his lituatioa 
[?')iriblc, acquainted him, that fioce 
•:iiiw* -ii 1 rig^afecond of equal value 
he be^d to recommend 
- the other, which w« 
", Jowdcr miU. "X!*^ 
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young parfon, deftring to expsefs a fenfe of his 
gratitude, and alfo to give his Lord(hip a rpeelmen 
of his wity unfortuiiatdy anfwered, that he was 
much obliged to his Lordlhip for this fecond mark 
of his favour, for he had as great, an averfion to 
pewder as Lord Gtorge Sachvillt^ 

His LonUh|p» unruffled, repIM, wkh thehigheft 
courtdfy-*-'' Iti that particular. Sir, you may find, 
'* upon mature confideration, that common fame 

f* has deceived you/' wkhout ever betraying to 

* ^^ » 

die flippant prieft^ that Lord George Germaine 
had been Lord George Sackville, ' 



ANECDOTE OF THE PRESENT 

FRENCH KING. 

NOTHING can more endear a monarch to 
his fubje£b, or render him more illuftrious 
in the eftimation of the thinking and the good in 
all countries, than when he difpenfes his bounties 
with a fuigle eye to the claims of humanity^ un- 
influenced by the ignoble views of party, or the 
interefted felicitations uf the great and affluent. 
Of this his mod Chriftian Majefly has lately given 
an inftance, which, while it befpeaks the good- 
nefs of his heart, cannot fail to give him the no,- 

bleft 
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Ucft right to the appeUatioos of die grial and the 
tutU-helvoed, with which adulation had dignified 
hi? two immetHue picdeceflbrs. 

The Prince de Mont Barey lately prefented a 
Ul to his M^jcHy of the' young gentfemen .who 
were candidates for the vacant places in the mili^ 
tary fchool. A great number, on this lift, wew 
very ftrongly recommended by perfons of the 
hi^^ieft r»ik. The King, pointing to the names 
of thofe who could not boaft of fuch ircottunetida'- 
tioiu, faid — '< Since thefe have no pnteSois, \ 
" wQl be their friendj" and be imoNcUatdly gm 
." the preference to them. 



AI^CDOTES OF THE FRENCH 

LADIES. 

EKLATEIh »Y SR. ANDKEWS;. 

OTWITHSTANDING the devotion 

whicl; Frenchmen profefs for the fair fex ill 

■" indilL-riminahrly, there are no people 

of ilieir power and influencs. 

ic one had, tlwy patiently fubmit to 

iricioufnefs of woman-kind, ta 

the 
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Ac other, they are everlaftingly declaiming againft 

tyranny. 

The women of their ami country, however^ 
are thcf principal objcft of their complaints. 

There is hardly a failing or mifcarriage in any 
fert of bufinels> which the men of this country da 
not reecfily ijnpute to the womeiu 

As theie have doubtless mudi to ^y and to do 
in nK)(t houfes and iamilies^ there may be ibme 
truth In theie imputafiofis. But as in France, as 
wen «» dieMfhere, affiiirs of various deaomuudon^ 
«re ^Xidliifmfy tnahi^iRl by the liijei^, thare is cer- 
tainly much more of petulance dian of truth iu 
thefe inve^veSt 

But if they cany Aeur accufatioDs againft the 
fex beyond the bounds of equity in fome thingSj^ 
ther? are others whcieoa they are {ibffibly better 
founded. , 

Though the women here abftain from meddling 
with the bufoefi of tfaofe couadng-^hoofibs, where 
'the greater concerns of the mercantile world are 
adjufkd, in that part which relates to the detail]^ 
they are the bufieft individuals in all iprance^ 

The management of every (hop in the king-^ 
dom^ feems to be a department, which they have 
in a manner monopolized. Their acutedels and 
indufttyi, in the builnefs tranfaded there, cannot 

be 



bft ^3ficefldc4 by t)ie men ^ oj; women of ; toy 
country. 

. The fliops in Paris, and in every town in 
France, are abfoiutely under the government <4 
the .women. Their hufbands are fo. cwfcious, oC 
their fuperior dexterity ». that they truft all things 
here implicitly to their vigilance and accuracy. , 
. In tiie art of fale or purchafe^ their talents are 
unbounded. Their quickncis in perceiying ad-w 
vantages^ or in drfcovering fiawsT^their. agrec^Je 
mtmner-of pMttipg off what they wifh to; difpof^ 
of— »the fprightlinc^fe ^^y ei^tert^in you witi^ wbil^ 
bargains are going forward ; — :th<^, and ^ variet)! 
of other methods' they pfoflefs> of recommending 
thoipfidyes, /ender tjiepi completely qualified foe 
the ta& they have undertaken. 

It gannot therefore be for their interferaice ia 
fiich matters, that their countrymen are entitled to 
cenfure them. . No. women in Europe, not ev^ 
the Dutch, fo reiMftwnedly expert, ^i .|he fcience of 
ibppJ^eq)ing, can fui^^ tl^m iatbefebtianches..* 

It 16 in a&irspf ^ higjber dafs, and of far otbec 
importance, ite^ ^^ ;cauntrymtei^ ip often Qii4 
^H with ffaeoafp^. aQu^iing )oe xnucb^n^^ieDcq 

^|Qdl.autbwty. .: ..*.,.:/,.' :...';. 

. Woi^en, in fhcprt^ i^ y<}u will faMslieve a French*^ 
man, are the primum mMh of all that is plaanec^ 
«it-.executed in thatJcingdom, relative to its go* 

vempieni 



lUkiiMMHIiBteH 



( ^H ) 

l^crtitnent and politics,^ as well as to Internal coa^ 
cerns of inferior moment. 

Their intriguing difpofition Tenders them mi£ 
trefles of every fecret. They pry into every fcheme 
of confequence, whether of a public tendency, cs 
of a private nature ; whether it relates to the ftatej 
or to the church. 

This ver&tilky of temper leads them into an tnd- 
lefs maze of bufmefs. It occupies their faculties 
in tran(a£lions of the mod ferious^ as well as of 
the mod airy complexion, and gives them an ih- 
lereft m all affairs, that keeps their abilities perpe- 
tually on the ftrctch. '- ""^ ' 

No Frenchman of rank is without a female fa- 
vourite. The natural volatility and talkati\'eridS 
of this nation is fuch, that the wifeft of them par- 
take of it. Now a French lady delights in'exafl- 
ing from her admirers a detail ©f wliat they art? 
doing in the worhl. Of courfi;, a z/em will en- 
deavour to give her fome iatisfaAioR oh this Icore. 
But, let hnn be ever fo difcreet, when once en-- 
gaged in topics of this ibrt, it will be difficult for 
him to prefene his difcrction fo inviolate, as Ikot- 
to drop fome hint that will, iii fpitebf hinrfelf/ 
lead to a clue, which female cunning will either 
nniavel itfelf, or prc\ail upon bkn imperceptibly 
toiinfold. 

By 
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By fuch means the myfteries of {late are lundcd 
about among the great. The miniller cannot to- 
tally conceal tiiem. We vnW fiippofe that his 
years or gra\ity preferve liim from female fnares ; 
but then his allil^ants and dependents necelTarily 
participate in his knowledge ; and if hut one only 
of thefc communicates any part of it, the reft is, by 
inference and conjcSute, foon explained. 

Such are the grievances a Frenchman complains 
of; but who is to blame in all this but himfelf ? 
His blind homage to the fcx, renders him a wil- 
ling fubfervicnt to all their demands. He knows, 
that iinliifs he unbofoms himfelf on every occa- 
fion, he runs the chance of being difcarded. This 
BO Frenchman will fubmii to, while he is .ibic to 
fuch an humiliation. He thcrefire lacri- 
all con fiderat ions to enjoy the fmiles of the 

ly, to whom, for the time, he has thought proper 

devote himfelf. 

Cardinal Richlieu, it is faid, W3S fojuAly aware 
this being the chara^cr of his countrymeoi 

t he always enjoined ii to his intimates, on 

lolc attachment and fidelity he could depenil, to 
ipgratiate thcmfclv."- '■ ■•'■ '''■■■'■-:- 't^-^, ■.■.■h'- were 

lown lo be the t |ut- 

ina^s in the lijn t 

Itcatiunii uf iW I. < ' ':i>:<', III:; 

[c (o gi\'M ^rctmrtcjt- Utnn 
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trere df to their mafter^ in (Ufclofing the fecret 
machinations of tbofe counfellors who were averfe 
to his meafuresy slnd fought to overturn his au» 
tiiority* 

His AiccefTor, Gardinal Mazarine, was not 
wanting to himfelf in (his important particular, 
and trod fuccefsfuUy in the footfteps of his prede- 
cefTor. His genius, tutored betimes in the fchool 
of Italian fubtlety, knew, by his own experience, 
of what fer^e a woman can be in efFeding dif- 
coveries, when fbc has once obtained an afcen^ 
4ancy over the man fiom whom they are to be 
«xpedecL 

- The Frei^di are abfolutely infatuated in Uieir 
)iotions of the omnipotence of women. It is eT* 
pecially ittdifafters that beM the pubUc, they are 
principally inclined to crinanate them. 

During the latter pact of the nsign of Ixnjts 
the Fourteenth, the high credit of Madam de 
Maintenoa ' with thai nbharch was of greater 
^ifad!7antage to him with his fubje£ts, th^ all the 
mifcoiDduA, unfldlUdnefs^ xx misfortunes of his 
miniOers or generals- Whatever they did wrong, 
was imputed to thai lady^s ill advice to the King, 
in: counffUing jhim to- employ thenu 
■ No accufation was eve* more untrue, or more 
01 -founded. Louis employed the bed minifters, 
«Uid thebeft gonecaiU diat ^his kingdom- afforded ;i 

. • but. 



but, unluckily for him, they had to deal with more 
able minifters, and more able generals. 

This, however, the French either did not, ot 
would not perceive. Des Mintflres et des Gene^ 
raux a la Maintenon^ was the Avord at Court 
among the difcontented, and was the cry of the 
ignorant multitude throughout the nation. 

In later times, even our own, the fame infatu- 
ation prevailed, if poffible, in a more abfurd de* 
gree. While our fleets and armies, during the 
late triumphant war with France, were allonifh- 
ing the whole world with the grcatnefs and perpe- 
tuity of their fuccefTes, the French were exclaim- 
ing againft Madam de Pompadonr, and reviling 
her in the moft fcandalous manner, for betraying 
her King and country to the enemy. They did 
not limit themfelves to general aiFertions. They 
particularized her perfidy. But the inibnccs they 
meutioned were f^ unaccountable and incredible, 
that no perfon in his fenfes could believe them. 

It is not only among the vulgar that reports of 
this abfunl kind are eagerly received and diflemi- 
nateJ. ^Fhey fcem -to have gained ground e\en 
among many of the better fort. Oiien have I 
heard our vidories afcribed to the gold ilirovN n iiito 
the lap of that celebrated lady ; and the many de- 
feats of the French by fea and land, laid to her 
charge in the moft circiunftantial manner. 

L K% 



As a fample of the amazing credulity of the 
French in thefe matters, I recQlle6l» that being 
once in the company of fome French ofEcers, and 
the difcourfe turning on the events of the lafl war« 
one of them, a, gentleman of good fenie in other 
refpedls, roundly afleited, l|iat in a certain naval 
engagement, (which I now forget) the French 
conunander had poCtive suid explicit orders in his 
pocket, procured avowedly by Madam de Pom- 
padour, to fuffer himfelf to be beaten and taken. 
What can one fay to people who are determined 
to give credit to fuch abfurditiesi 



ANECDOTE OF AN ENSIGN. 

AT the time the Englifli army were in Por- 
tugal, under Lord Townihend and Count 
dc Lippe, the following adventure happened to an 
Enfign of a regiment there: — One morning, as 
he was at breakfaft, a friar waited on him, and« 
after the ufual jargon of poverty and penance, told 
him, that he had a letter for him from one of the 
fifterhood of his convent, which he brought out of 
pure charity, fuppoling it contained forae whole- 
fome admonition, tending to reform him. The 
young gentleman <^>enQd the letter with great ea- 

gemcfsj 
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to his utmoft furprize, found it 
vnitten in EngHfh, and irom a lady, hogging, in 
the inoll eanicft terms, that he w<xild contrive to 
deliver her from ihe mifcrics of ha a)iiliiiL-iilcnl. 
The officer, tiiinking his fair iiicog-nita xvas well 
acquainted wiih her laelTcnger, before (lie woiiid 

>|iave milled him, aftcd the friar, " if hecniiMCrc 
•* the lady?"^" Nnt unlefs you put on the haJat 
" of our order," rtpltcd the prii'fl, " vihvM I 
" have prepared for you." Ii tiiay be intagined 
our gallant Engliflinian complied ^ for, in a.U<nn 
, .half an hour, lie was iiitroducctl to a moft lovcly 
?<iu[ig creature, who, with tears and bliiXbts, 
' hoped lie would foi^ive tlie method ihe took to 
' obtain his proteSion ; — adding, that llieu-asaa 
' Engiilh woman, and fecom! daughter to a Ro- 
' man Caiholic mercliani'uf iiumenfc furtimc) 
who took her, as it were, upon a viiit of pka- 
' furc lo Lifbon, and then biiried her in a mo- 
' nafler}', in anfcr to gratify his ambition in liie 
' inatdiing of ber eldtr Gftcr, Thciriaris an 
I IrilhiYunt (he (.xminiKTi, and knowc my (a- 
lower 10 cffefl my 
p!> le- 
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in order to prevent enquiry or purfuit, report, that 
flic had drowned herfelf; — a death which fo- 
rcighcrs think happens' every day in England to 
young women difappoirited in love, or wounded 
deeply by other ftrong paffions. The plot fuc- 
ceeded, and the officer was married next morning 
to the fair apoftate. HoWevcr,. it was thought 
moft advifable, while the troops continued in 
Portugal, for the lady to appear in man's appa- 
rel. Upon her return to England, fhe found her 
elder fifter dead, and her father in defpair, for be- 
ing, as he fuppofe^, the caufe of his fecond daugh- 
ter's making away with herfelf. She waited upon 
him with her hufband, and a new relation he had 
never feen. The old man fainted with furprize 
and joy in his daughter's arms; but this meeting 
terminated in the reconciliation and happinefs of 
all parties. 



ANECDOTE OF THE CELEBRATED 

COLUMBUS. 

WHEN Columbus, after having difcovered 
the Weftern hemifphere, was, by order 
of the King of Spain, brought home from Ame- 
rica in chains, the captain of the fliip, who was 

intimately 
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intimately acquainted with his charafler, his know- 
ledge, and abilities, offered to free him from his 
fetters, and make his paiTage as agreeable as pof- 
fible. But Columbus rejefled his friendly offer, 
faying, — " Sir, I thank you ; but thefe chains are 
" the rewards and honours for my fervices, from 
" my King, whom I have ferved as faithfully as 
" my God ; and as (iich I .will carry them with 
" me to my grave." 



A STRIKING ANECDOTE OF THE 
PRESENT KING OF SWEDEN. 

TH E following little namdve, which exhi- 
bits to the reader of fenfibility a lively por- 
trait of filial affeAion on the one hand, furnilhes, 
on the other, a trait highly cxpreflive of that tie- 
nevolence, which fo eminently diHinguifhes the 
chara£ter of the itluflrious Prince, who knew S} 
well how to reward it. 
. A gendeman of Sweden was condemned to fuf- 
i punilhment for certain offences 
I in the diicharge of an impa&> 
lich he -had filled for a num- 
integrlty that had never t»- 
ifpicion or impeachment. 

3 His 
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"His fon, a youth of about eighteen years of age, 
was no fooner apprized of the predicament to 
which the wretched author of his being was re- 
duced, than he flew to the judge, who had pro- 
nounced the fatal decree, and, throwing himfelf at 
his feet, prayed that he might be allowed to fufFer 
in the room of a father whotn he adored, and 
whofe lofs he declared it was impoffible for him to 
furvive. 

The magiftrate was thunderfbuck at this extra- 
ordinary procedure in the fon, and could hardly be 
perfuaded that he was flncere in it. Being at 
length fatisfied, however, that the young man ac- 
tually wiihed for nothing more ardently than to 
fave his father's lifci at the expence of his ow% 
he wrote an account of the whole alfair to th« 
King ; and the confequence was, that his Majelty - 
immediately difpatched back the courier, with or- v 
ders to grant a free pardon to the father, and to . *; 
confer a title of honour on his incomparable fon. ^ 
^' This laft mark of royal favour, however, the 
youth begged leave with all humility to decline ; 
and the motive for hi^^ refufal of it was hot lefs 
noble, than the conduft by which he had deferved 
it was generous and difinterefted. 

" Of what avail,*^* exclaimed he, " could the 
*< moft exalted title be to me, humbled as my fa- 
" mily already is in the duft ! — ^Alas ! would it 

" not 
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•< not ferve but as a monument, to perpetuMe ia 
" the minds of my countrymen the direful ic- 
" membrance of an unhappy father's Ihame !" 

His Maje% actually Oied'tears when this mag- 
nanimous fpeech was repoTted to him ; and, fend- 
ing for the heroic youth to court, he appoinleif 
him dire&ly to the office of his prhah Mtifidtntial 
Steretary, 



CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF THE 

DIFFERENT CLASSES OF ENGLISH- 
MEN SETTLED AT BRUSSELS: 

IN A LETTER FROM MR. THrCKNBSSE TO BIS 
FRIEND IN LONDON. A. D. I784. 

I HAVE youf letter. Sir, upon, my tabkr 
wherein yoit tell me, diat, fiom the i^teratcd 
intreaiies of tt\e younger part of your famii^, yoi* 
tually in the contemplation of a deflgn ta 

r upon the Continent; and, at tbe^ . 
k, defite me to give you my opinion a» 
ility of Brufleb for your place of rcfi- 

enter into the trifling minutix <rf. 
•xpcnce between London and thi» 
L 4 "^'*^- 
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place. Your fortune has raifed you above the 
mifery of fuch an enquiry. Nor fhall I fill four 
pages with an account of amufements that are not 
worth four lines. To yourfelf thefe things- are 
nothing ; to the reft of your family novelty would 
make them every thing. But to my purpofc. 

Bruflels is a large handfome ^town, and the 
upper part of it poiTcffes fome magnificent features. 
The public walks are elegant, the ramparts are ex- 
tremely pleafant, and the environs exhibit a varied 
fcene of fplendid cultivation. I need hot tell you, 
that it is the refidencc of the governors-general of 
the Aujirian Netherlands^ who maintain a court 
in eafe and elegance ; and to which the- King 
of Great Britain^ though without any the Icaft 
apparent neceflity, fends a refidential reprefen- 
tative. There is a French comedy throughout 
the year, with ridottos, concerts, &c. during 
the winter. The poft comes from England 
as regularly twice a-week, as winds and waves 
will permit ; and I have very frequently received 
letters from London early on the fourth day. 
Thefe advantages naturally induce many of our 
countrymen, whom the impulfe of curiofity, do- 
meftic imprudence, or the frowns of fortune, have 
urged from their native fhore, to refide in this 
city ; and I do alTure you, that for an Eiigliih fa- 
mily, this circumftance alone is the ultimate and 
infurniountable grievance of a Brujjeh refidence, 

I fliall 
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T fliall not anticipate your feelings on this af- 
feition, but relate the ia6ts as they arc, and the 
difagrceablc circiimrtancen which will befall every 
one who remains for any time in this place, and 
enters jnio a ibcial imercourfe with the BritiHi 
part of it. 

The Englilh hwe confift of the following 
clalTes ; with a few exceptions only :— 

1. Rnined or deranged nobility. 

2. Ditto geniiy. 

3. Perfons of fmail fortunes. 

4. Ditto, who having but little fortune to give 
their children, are rcfolved to ^ve them • 
good education, which (licy belie:v'e to con^ 
fift of French, dancing, a tim^iire of lureig^ 
manncn ; all which may be xibtainfd upon 
much more moderate terras than ill Ei^ 

1 land. 

- 5. Young men on travetllng eiccacGoitc 

6. TTic uol^>fTuiuile and indigmt. 

7. Now> and ifaea a family of good fortune 
Miter here; but I ncnt 

li the place with 



koT a Londm 



( 226 ) 

a convenient houfe, has erefted himfelf into con- 
•fcquence, and finds admittance where honeft men 
^d gentlemen are received with coolnefs. 

Such are the xharafters that compofe the litde 
Britifti colony of this place. ' It might indeed be 
fuppofed, tliat one caufe, operating in a greater or' 
lefs degree upon them all, would annihilate the 
nonfenfe of empty diilin6lion, aflimilate the;m to 
each other by one common tie^ induce them to 
live as it were under the fame roof, and to form 
one general, friendly, and. uninterrupted fociety. 

Such a fociety might be arranged without dif- 
ficulty, in which, not only the comforts, but fome 
of the degant pleafures, might be enjoyed at a 
fmall expence. But tmth prefents a very different 
pifhire ; and it is my duty to copy the original as 
it exifls, and not to give you fuch a one as my 
heart might vnffi to fee in its place. 

There is, however, a line of diftinftion, which, 
by many of our anaiable country-folks, is confi- 
dered as conclufive, and that is, the being prefent 
at court. Now I will venture to affert, that fuch 
riff-raff Englifli have been admitted there, as to 
take away all idea of honour from fuch a cere- 
mony. Neverthelefs, it lias proved a ground- 
work of no fmall pride to feveral, who (hould 
know better wherein the dignity of an Engli(h 
gentleman confifts. I do not believe, that be- 

fides 
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Udes the Britifli mlnifler, and two or three nine 
^milies of falhion, there is a fingle Englifh fub- 
j«£l, who now attends the levee of their Royal 
HighneiTes, who has ever been prefent at that oi ^9 
his Briunnic Majefty*. ^ 

As for the women, there are of them who ati 
tend' the winter balls of the Bruilels court,- that 
nc\'cr advanced farther at St. James's, than to 
fee, beneath the arm-pits of a beef-eater,, the 
Sunday procellipn of our Royal Family to- and 
from the chapel-royal. Some of ihefe poor peo^ 
pie are driven almoft- toj^orva/Zen, in order to fur- 
nifh the necCftuy decorations of a court appear- 
ance;, though,, for. the comfort of their purfe,.and 
the conlblation of their flomachs,, it requires no* 
thing more than:the common'dtefs of genteel life. 
The condcfcending difpofition of their Royal- 
Highnelles has exfrted itfelf fo far, as to inyite- 
fuch people as thefe to a^ dinner,, when, for. want 
of manners andilanguage, they exhibit a fcene dlf* 
ircffing to every body. 

wo antiquated ladies, hili ef the Pun^-roimt, 

,. are of this number, without a- fortune to 

r it, or a ivord of; the language to fupport iu. 

■ ■ 1! It was very cold weather;. 

'is Ictur, ( iin JDri^rned, that ibe 
Iririfi Mhijlcr to pttfetu, w* vs'- 
*» hive no\, \jft«(v ^^tSwOTi. ■>- «♦ 




•f*^ 



( 228 } 

.and, as the weather is always a fubjeft for (Iran- 
gers to begin with, the Archduchefs obferved, 
that It was very cold, and repeated the words bien 
^ froidy two or three times over, left they did not un- 
derftand her. At length, one of the ladies believ- 
ing, that the Archduchefs afked them tojiay dinner^ 
and that it was a nice fry they were to participate 
erf, curtfied, and replied, that whether it was fried 
pr boiledy fo they had the honour of dining at 
court, it was quite . equal to them ! The Arch- 
duchefs did not cry at this eclaircijfement. 

Were you, determined, my friend, to pafs a 
winter here, you would bring with you every ob- 
jeft that could awaken the envy, ill-nature, and 
jnalice of moft of the Englifh eftabliflied here be- 
fore you. Your companions would be affluence, 
undbrftanding, charaAer, and two beautiful daugh- 
ters. Thofe young ladies, whofe perfonal charms, 
however tranfcendant, form the leaft part of their 
merit, would, by the luftre of their beauty, the 
elegance of their manners, the variety of their ac- 
complifliments, and the extent of their infer. 
friation, make the faireft of their tranfmarine 
countr)rwomen hide their diminifhed heads, and 
if courfe call forth every fecret effort of their ma- 
lice ; and it would be very unpleafant to fuch feel- 
ings as theirs, to be die objciJls of a malicious 
i^irit^ however vaii and inefFcdual its utmoft ex- 
ertions 
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ertions muft prove on their fuhjefl. To ihew 
poittenefs to every body, would be topleafevcty 
few,. and offend the multitude ; and to enter inte 
the miferaWe diftiniSions .which, from .various ' 
quarters, would be recommended toyou, is not in 
your difpofition ; — fo that you would leave- the 
eafe, the elegance, and the abundant fatisfaflion of 
your own home, to be placed in a nell of Briiifh 
hornets. They would' not, indeed, be able to (ling 
you ; but your humanity would be wounded in 
feeing their malicious' efforts to fting one ano- 
ther. 

' The man of philolbphic call and charafler may 
live here in great comfort, <md lee, with compaf- 
fion, the war of thofe petty pafhons which do not 
ruffle the compofure of his life ; but your objeil 
is variety, novelty, and amufement ; and thefe fo- 
cial enjoyments are effentially requifite. Among 
thofe of your own countrymen you will find little 

in ; and the bell fociety of thf 

ling btit one uniform, unvaried 

)' and cards. 

on in favour of BrufTels, as a 
tas 'already been, and will I 
vy unfortunate to many aA 
's, of litiie fortune, frc- 
ters hero to acquire com- 
mon 
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mon accomplifhments at a cheap and eafy rate*; 
and if common accomplifhments alone were ac* 
quired, all might be well. But it often happens 
in the carnival, that the Flemifli nobility, who are 
difpofed to form groupes of charaflers, either for 
balls or public proccffibns in the. (beets, &c. &c, 
cannot find a fufficient number of their own clafs 
and country to. make up the fhow. From a mere 
dearth^ therefore, and to fill up the gaps of thefe 
entertainments, the Englifh young ladies are in- 
vited. Proud of this little diftinilion, they are 
arrayed in all their finery, and find themfelves 
elevated at once from the cominon fociety of theii 
t)wn ftation, to the company, of Dukes, Princes^ 
Marquifles, Counts, Vifcounts,. Barons, Cheva- 
liers, &c. &c. Neither they». poor things,, nor 
their mothers can reafon. upon the bufmefs ;. the 
vanity of the moment bears away every thing be-, 
fore it. They are raifed, they know not where ; 
and, by a continuation of thefe fubfervient ho- 
nours, they acquire notions, Jo fay no worfe, be- 
yond their fituation. 

-^ The peace, however, has leflened the emigration to this 
^lace. A provincial French town fumiihes cheaper and better 
means of exterior education. 



A VERY 



A VERY AFFECTING ANECDOTE. 

AN inhabitant of a village in the circle of Sua^ 
bia vw reduced to the moil extreme po- 
verty. For fome days h^' family had fubfiftod 
only on a little oatmeal ; and this being exhau{krf» 
their mifery was extreme* A baker, to whoapi 
the father owed nine crowns, refufed, with unre*- 
lenting cruelty, to fbpply them with any mose 
bread, till this fum was paid. 

The cdes of his wietched babes> almoft expiiu 
ing for want, and the tears of an aflfedonate wi£^ 
pierced him with unutterable anguifli. ** Deareft 
" hufband," (aid the diftraSed mother, «< (hall 
^* we fuiFer thefe miferable infants to perifli ? 
'< Have we given them birth» only to behold 
** them die of hunger ? See thefe poor v'lQlms, 
** the fruits of pur love ! Behold their cheeks al- 
'* ready covered with the palenefs of death ! For 
** me — I expire with grief and mifery. Alas! 
«« could I but yet preferve their lives at the ex- 
*• pcnor of jttgr own ! Run — ^fly to the next town, 
«i — ^pcakfOOr diffaefe — let not a falfe fhame 
^ OQMV#f|||NftiU«£verfr moment you lofe, ii^a 

log family. Perhaps Heaven 
i hf our miferies. You 
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<« may find fome good hearted perfbn, who may 
«< yet relieve us." 

The unhappy father, covered with rags, and 
more refembling a fpeftrethan a man, haftened to 
the town. He entreated, he folicited, he defcribed 
his wretched fituation, with that affeSing elo- 
quence which the bittemefe of anguifh muft in- 
f^ire. In vain he implored compaffion. Not 
one would hear him. No one would affift him. 
Rendered defperate by fuch unexpeded' cruelty, he 
entered into a wood, determined to attack the firft 
paflenger. Dire ncceflity now appeared a law, 
and an oppcxtunity foon occurred* A pedlar paf- 
fing by, he- flopped him. The pedlar made not 
the lead refiftance, but gave up his puffe, contain- 
ing twenty crowns* 

No fooner had the unfortunate man committed 
this robbery, than he felt the horrors of remorfe, 
and, returning to the pedlar, threw himfelf, all 
in tears, at his feet. •* Take back your moncy,**^ 
faid he ; — -" believe how much it has coft me,. 
" before I could be refolved to commit this crime* 
«« My heart has been unufed to guilt. Come, I 
*« befeech you, to my cottage. You will there 
<% fee the only motives that could lead me to this 
** aft ion, and when you view the deplorable con- 
" dition of my family, you will forgive, — ^yoa 
^< will pity me,— you will be my benefador, my 
*^ prefefver.'* 
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The poor honcft pedlar raifcci ihe unfurtimarc 
man, and comfortcc! him. Uiiablc to whhlUnd 
his roJlcitatiotis, or rather, yiekling lo the feelings 
. of his own companionate heart, he hcfitatei! nut 
' to follow ihe peafant. But with what emotions 
did he enter ihc ruinous liahilation ! How mov- 
ing every object! The children alnioit nulcedf 
lytDg on ftraw, dyitig with hunger, — and the mo- 
ther, a piflure of the deepcl) diitrtfrt. 

The peafant relates the adveniun: lo his wife. 
•■ You know," he faid, " with what CMgcnxk 1 
" went to the town, in ihc hope of finding fome 
*' rdkf. fiut, ah ! I met only hard hcartt, pco- 
" pie buHed in emailing riches, or in difltpating 
■■ what they already have, in luxury and kUc cx^- 
*• peoces, Refufed by ail — defperate — furious-^ 
" I went info a neighbouring wood : — Can you 
" belinc it ? — I ha« dared to lay yioleW liandi 
" on this good oua ; — I liave dared— Oh ! I can- 
•• iMX leii you." 

r poor bab«," cxflaimed the dif- 

; with movim; mmtHotCi 

r mr miferable ritnxiioa. 

i <nr IvrKiinenu. 

J (KiT bo- 
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The good pedlar, melted by this mclanchory 
fcene, mingled his tears with thofe of thefe poor 
people. •* I am your friend," &id* he. " Take 
^ thefe twenty crowns^ — I infift upon it. Why 
is not my ability equal to my good wifhcs for ' 
you } I grieve that I cannot fccure yaj a hap- 

«* pier lot for the future." " What!" an- 

fwered the peafant, " inftcad" of treeing me as 
your enemy, are you fo good as to be my pro- 
teclor ? — Would you be my preferver ? — Alas ! 
my crime renders me unworthy of this good- 
nefs. No ! if I die with hunger, I will not 
** take this money."— The pedlar infifting ftlU, 
compels him to take.it. The whole family kifs 
the benevolent hand which had thus preferved 
them from, death.. Tears only on every face can 
fpeak their grateful hearts, and the pedlar retires 
with that fweet deli^ which benevolent minds 
alone can tafte. 

Oh ye ! on whom Fortune (hxilesy the gay,, the 
proud, the affluent, the avaricious ! after this ex- 
ample of benevolence in a poor pedlar, can your 
hearts be ever inacceflible to pity? Can you 
henceforth behold* unmoved, the fufFerings of 
your fellow-creatures? Fortune is inconftant. 
Enjoy her prefent favours; but forget not this 
important truth, — that your fuperfluities, at leaft, 
are the patrimony of the poor. 

ANEC 
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ANECDOTE OF METASTASIO, 

■jlyfETASTASIO, fo much and fo juftly diftin- 
^ "*■ guifhed through Europe, was, at his outfet, 
an imfr^lJaiQre, or extempore poet. It U,not 
lung fince he was atkeif by a friend, if he did not 
think the cuflom of inventing and reciting extem- 
pore, which he praftifed when a boy, might not 
be confidered as a happy beginning of his educa- 
tion \ " On the contrary faid he," " I think it 
•• was a difadvantage to me ; for, by that habit, 
" I acquired a careleflhefs and incorre^efs 
•* which coft me much tnniblc to overcome, and 
" to fubflitute in its place a totally dif&rent habit, 
" that of thinking, with fele^ion, and expreHmg 
" myfelf with corrcdnefs and precifion." 



ANECDOTE OF THE FAMOUS EARI, 
OF PETERBOROUGH. 

npHE general charaftcr of this N<AIeman, who 

is eijually cclebratcil for his bravery and his 

pans, h well known. He wrote thofe exquifiteljr 

reat :u\d elegant ii ; in Pt^'s and Swift's Mif- 

' faid to my heart be. 

" tween 
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" tween flceping and waking,"i— four letters in 
Pope's Colleftion, and a few otfier things of fmall 
account, mentioned in Mr. Walpole's Catalogue 
of Royal and Noble Autiion?. Mrs. Hpward^ 
afterwards Countefs of Suffolk, who ki?ew him 
very well, ufed to relate the follov/ing Angular 
anecdote of him, which fhe had from his own 
mouth. 

Lord Peterborough, when a young man, and 
about the time of the Revolution, had a paffion for 
a lady who was fond of birds. She had feen an3 
heard a fine canary bird at a cofFee-houfe neat 
Charing-crofs, and entreated him to get it for her* 
The owner of it was a widow, and Lord Peter- 
borough offered to buy it at: a great price, which 
(he refufed. Finding there was no other way of 
coming at the bird, he determined to change it ; 
and getting one of the fame colour, with nearly 
the fame marits, but which happened to be a hen, 
he went to the houfe. The miitrefs of it ufually 
fat in a room behind the bar, to which he had eafy 
accefs. Contriving to fend her out of the way, 
he effefted his purpofe ; and upon her return, took 
his leave. He continued to frequent the houfc,, to 
avoid fufpicion ; but forbore faying any thing of 
the bird, till about two years after ; when, taking 
occafion to fpeak of it, he faid to the woman,— 
>' I would have bought that bird of you,, and you 

*« refufed 
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&xXv& my money for it ; I dare (ay y 

his lime lorry t'ur it." — " Indeecf Sir," an- 

I fwered the woman, " I am not; nor would \ 

' take any Aim for him ; for, would you believe 

' it? from the time that oiir good King was 

I « forced to go abroad and leave us, ihe dear crea- 

e has not fimg a note." 



ANECDOTE OF FEMALE GENEKO- 
SITY. 

AFTER tlK batile of Ivry, Hmiy IV. being 
vrry iniicH in want of money, alkcd one of 
[ bis moli Irtiliy courtiers where he could procure 
I frime. The courtitr replied, thai he knew a vcty 
I rich merchant's wife, a zealous royalifl, who icry 
probably might aflitl him. The monarch advifcd 
[ots coniiikm to pay a vifit-immediiitdy to iha 
F lady, aiul oSned to accoitipaity him in-difgiiife, 
I At the clofe o( ifaftjumg^jjiey both fee out irom 
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" purpofe arc all our viftories ! We are in the 
*« grcateft diftrefs imaginable. His Majefty has 
«• no money to pay his troops. They threaten to 
*< revolt, and join the leaguers. Mayenne will 
« triumph at laft." — " Is it poffible!" exclaimed 
Madame le Clerc. ** Let not that, however, af- 
<* flift our gracious fovereign. He will ftill find 
" new refources. He fights for too glorious a 
^ caufe to be abandoned. Many other perfons 
*< will follow my example." 

On faying this, fhe quitted the room, and re* 
turned with many bags full of gold, which fhe laid 
at their feet. ** This is all I can do for the pre- 
** fent," added fhe gracefully. " Go, and relieve 
<< the Prince of his anxiety. Wifh him, from 
" me, all the "fuccefs and happinefs he defer\'es. 
^ Tell him to be confident that he reigns in the 
" hearts of his fubjefls, and that my life and for- 
** tune are, and will be ever, at his difpofal.*'. 

Henry could not conceal himfelf any longer. 
«* Generous woman,** cried he, *^ my friend h^is 
<< no occafion to go far to tell his Majefly the ex- 
** cellence of your heart. Here he flands before 
** you, and is a witnefs to the efFufions of your 
** fenfibility ! Be alTured, that the favour will be 
" indelibly engraved on Henry's heart.*' 

Madame le Clcrc fell at the monarch's feet, 
without being able to utter a word. The confi- 

dent 
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dent wept, and Henry joined in the Tweet emo 
tions. 

But the time was too precious to devote it folely 
to friendfliip and gratitude. For want of money, 
the troops were ready to revolt that very morning. 
Henry and his friend took leave of the lady, and 
went to the army ; who, hearing they were to re- 
ceive their pay, began to cry, " Vive le Roi !— 
*' Long live the King!" 

From that time, fuccefs attended every one of 
that monarches enterprizes ; and, after having fub- 
dued his enemies, and rendered himfelf mafler of 
the capital, he fent for Madame le Clerc one day, 
when the Court was very brilliant and fiiU. In 
prefenting her to the nolnlity, " You fee this 
** lady," faid he, " a true ffiend of mine. To 
" her I owe all the fuccefs of my laft campaigns. 
** It was (he who lent me confiderable fums of 
•' lufincy to carry on the war, even at a time 
^»when the troops threatened to abandon me. 
■•* She ihall be reimburfi-d wiih more than lawful 
" intrn-ft, anil letters patent of nobility Ihall forth- 

M.idamc lo Clerc, " do 
" V ■' jf.hnke pitafuri: I 



{ HO ) 
^ to me, and the only reward my ambition aims 



« at." 



The lady accepted the title, but refufed the of- 
fered intereft. The family of Le Clerc, who have 
fince diftinguifhed themfelves in civil and military 
capacities, ftill exift. 



ANECDOTE CONCERNING THE ORI- 
GIN OF MACARONYISM. - 

FOLENGIO THEOPHILUS, of Mantua, 
known alfo by the title of Merlin Cocca) cf, 
an Italian poet, gave name to a poem, which has 
been adopted ever fince for all trifling perfonn- 
ances of the fame fpecies, confifting of buffoonery, 
puns, anagrams, wit without wifdom, and hu- 
mour without good fenfe. His poem was called 
*• The Macaroni,'* from an Italian cake of ifK 
fame name, which is fwect to the tafte, but has 
not the Icaft alimentary virtue. On the c^trarr, 
it palls the appetite, and cloys the flomach. Thefe 
idle poems, however, became the reigning tafie 
in Italy and in France, They gave birth to Ma- 
caroni Academies, and reaching England, to Ma-- 
caroni Clubs ; — till at laft, every thing infipid, 
contemptible, and ridiculous, in the chara£ler, 

dref?, 
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Fdrefs, or behaviour of both men and women, is 
I now fummed up in the defpicable appellation of 
' *■ A Macaroni." 



ANECDOTE OF MR. HUME, 



•i A LETTER FROM HIMSELV TO DR. CAMP- 
BELL. A. D. 1762. 



IT iias fo feldom happened, my dear Sir, that con- 
troverllesin philofuphy, much more in theolo- 
gy, have been carried on without producing a per- 
I fonal quarrel between the parties, that I muft regard 
[ my prefeni fituation as fomewhat extraordinary, 
[ who have reafon to give you thanks for the civil 
t and obliging manner in which you have condu<fled 
I the difpute againft me, on fo inlerefting a fub- 
[• jefl as diat of miracles. Any little fymptoms of 
[ vehemence, of which I formerly ufed the freedom 
t to complain, when you ^voured me with a fight 

manufcri 
[ plained away, o 
^le fv beyond ' 
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arguimsntSy ind to retain my former opinion in 
the poiiA controverted betlveen us ; Init it is im- 
poflible for me not to fee the ingenuity of your 
performance, and the great - learning which . you 
have difplayed againft me. 

I confider myfelf as very much honoured, in 
being thought wordiy of an anlWer kam ^ perfon 
of fo much merit; and as I find that the public 
does you jaftice with icgaitl to the ingenuity and 
good compofition of your piece, I hope you will 
have 'no reafon to repent engaging with an anta- 
gonift^ whom perhaps, in (Iridnefs^ you might 
have Ventured to ne^£t. 

I own to you, that I never fdt fo viotent an in- 
clination to defend myfdf as at preTent, when I 
am thus fairly challenged by you, and I think I 
could find fomething fpecious at leaft to urge in 
my defence. But, as I had fixed a refolution, in 
the beginning of my life, always to leave the pub- 
lic to judge between my adverfarics and me, with- 
out making any reply, I muft adhere inviolably to 
this refolution, otherwife my filaice, on any fu- 
ture occalion, would be conftrued into an inabi- 
lity i<y anfwer, and would be matter of triumph 
againfl me« 



ANECDOTE 
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ANECDOTE OF THE LAT^ KING. 

TTIS Majefty, generally after dinner, made ittt 
*■ -^ rale to vifit the Countc&of Yarmoudi. In 
palling throu^ the chambers to her apartment 
One erening, only preceded by a, fingJe page, * 
Tniall canvas bag of guineas, which he held in 
his h^pd, accidentally dropt, when one of thein 
rolled in under a clofct where wood was generally 
kept for the ufe of his bed-chamber. After the 
King had very delibcrateiy picked op the money, 
he found himfclf deficient of a guinea, and judg- 
ing where it went—" Come," fays -he to the 
page, " we muft find this guinea ; here, help me 
" to throw out this wood." The page and he 
accordingly fell to work, and in a little time 
found it. — " Well," fays the King, " yow l»ve 
<• wrought hard, there's the ■ guinea for your 
" labour ; but I would hare nodiing loft." — 
Ka ia4 fxaniplt in the higher departments tfjiat^. 
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A CHINESE ANECDOTE. 

KAMHI, Emperor of China, was always 
careful to have his table ferved with Euro- 
pean wines. Having one d^ ordered a Manda- 
rin, his moft faithful favourite, to drink with him, 
the Prince got drunk, and afterwards fell into a 
profound fleep. The Mandarin, who dreaded the 
confequences of thi3 intemperance, pafled into the 
lodge of ^he eunuchs, and told them " that the 
«« Emperor was drunk ; that it was to be feared 
** he might contraft the habit of drinkir^ to ex- 
" cefs; that wine wouk} ftiU more irritate his 
<< temper, which was already too violent; and 
<« that, in -this ftate, he would not even fpare his 
«< deareft favourites. To remedy fo great an 
" evil," added the Mandarin, '* you muft load 
** me with chains, and put me into a dungeon, 
«• as if the order came from the Emperor,'* 

The eunuchs approved of this fcheme, for their 
own intereft. The Prince furprifed to find him- 
felf alone at waking, afked what became of his 
table companion ? He was anfwered, that having 
had the misfortune to difpleafe his Majefty, he 
was led, by his orders, into a clofe prifon, where 
Tie was to be put to death. 

The 



I 
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The Monarch appeared, for fooic time lort In 
thought, and at length gave orders tor ihe Mair-- 
darin to be brought before him. He appeared, 
loaded with irons, and ihrcw himfclf at his maf- 
ter's feet, as a criminal, watting llm fentemc of 
his death. 

" What brought tlicc into that condition J" bid 
ihe Prince to hiin. "What crime hall thou com- 
mitted ;'" " I am ignorant of my crime," 

anfwcred the Mandarin; '■ all I know is, that 
" your Majeffy had commandul me to be thrown 
" into a dark prifon, and there to be <lclivered over 
" W death." 

The Emperor, becemn^ more thou^itiut ihan 
before, appeared lo be (utpriTed and tnublot At 
M, imputing to the fumes of drunkenoefi a iio- 
IcDce vrhkh be hid not the Icall remonliRUicc of, 
be had (he.Mandaria'f irons flnick off, and it wai 
dvfefved, — *■ that he, cvci after, airoided n Or- 
" ccbiayhac" 




( 246 ) 

CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF THE 

ITALIANS. 

R2LATED BY DR. MOORB. 

TRAVELLERS are too apt to form hafty, 
and, for the moft part, unfavourable opi- 
nions of national charafters. Finding the cuftoma 
and fentiments of the inhabitants of the foreign 
countries through , which they pafs, very different 
&om their own, they ace ready to confider thena 
as errcmeous ; and conclude, that thofe who a(^ 
and thitik in a manner fo oppoTite to themfelves^ 
mud be either knaves^ fools^ or both.^ In fucb 
hafty dccifions they are often confirmed by dxe 
partial reprefentations of a few of their owa 
countrymen, or of other foreigners, who arc efta-. 
blifhed in fome profeflion, or bufineis, in thofe 
countries, and who have an intereft in giving bad 
impreflions of the people among whom they re- 
fide. 

That the Italians have an uncommon (hare of 
natural fagacity and acutenefs, is pretty generally 
allowed ; but they are accufed of being deceitful, 
perfidious, and revengeful ; and the frequent af- 
faflinations and murders, which happen in the 

ftreets 
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ftreets of the great towns in Italy, are brought as 
proofs of this charge. 

I have not remained a fufficient length of tunc 
in Italy, fuK>ofwig' I were, in all other refpcfts, 
qualified to decide on the charadler of the inhabi- 
tants ; but from the opportunities I have had, my 
idea of the Italians is, that they arc an ingenioui 
fober pec^lc; with quick feelings, and therefore ir- 
ritable; but vvhen unprovoked, of a mild and ob-r 
liging dlfpofition, and Icfe fubjcft to avarice, cnvVf 
and repining at the narrowncfs of their own cir-t 
cumftances, and the comparative wealth of others* 
than mod other nations. The murders, which 
occafionally happen^ proceed from a deplorable 
want of police, and fome very impolitic cuiloms^ 
which have, from various caufes, crept in among 
themi and would produce more frequent examples 
of the fame kind, if they prevailed to the fame 
degree, in fome other countries. I beg you wiJU; 
keep in your mindj that the aflaOinations whicb 
difgrace Italy, whatever may have been the cafe 
formerly, are now entirely confined to the acci<», 
dental fquabbles which occur annong thenbble. 
No fuch thing has been known for many y&n 
pail among people of condition, or the middle 
rank of citizens ; and with regard to the ftabbings, 
which happen among the vulgar, they almoft al- 
ways proceed from an immediate impulfe of wrath, 

M 4 and 
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and are Teldom the efFe<S of previous malice, or a 
premeditated plan of revenge. 

I do not know whether the ftories we have of 
mercenary bravos, men who formerly are fiip- 
pofed to have made it their profeflion to aflaffi- 
nate, and live by the murders they comibitted, arc 
founded in truth ; but, I am certain, that at pre- 
fent there is no fuch trade in this country. That 
die horrid praftice of drawing the knife, and 
dabbing each other, ftill fubfifts among the Italian 
vulgar, I am perfuaded, is owing to the fcan-, 
dalous impunity with which it is treated. The 
afylum which churches arid convents offer to 
criminals, operates againft the peace of 'fociety, 
aod tends to the encouragement of this (hocking 
cuftom in two diflFerent manners. Firft, it" in- 
creafes the crimkiars hopes of efcaping ; and, fe- 
condiy, it diminifties, in the vulgar minds, the 
idea of the atrocity of the crime. When the 
populace fee a murderer lodged within the facred 
walls of a church, prote&ed and fed by rrien who 
are revered on account of their profeflion, and the 
fuppo(ed fanftity of their lives, muft not this 
weaken the horror which mankind naturally have 
for fuch a crime, and which it ought to be the 
aim of every government to augment? 

Thofe who are willing to admit that this lafl 
confideration may have the effedl I have afcribcd 

to 
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to ilr on the minds of tha vulgar, (lill contend^ 
that the hopesof impunity can have little influence 
in Iteeping up the practice of flabbing ; beGaufe> 
as has been already obferved, thefe llabbingt are 
always in confequence of accidental quarrels and 
fudden burfts of paflion, in vfhich men have no 
confideratioa about their future fafcty. All I 
have to fay in aofwer' is, that if the obfervatitHit 
I have been able to make on the human chara^er 
are weU founded, there are certain confident ions^ 
vrhich never entirely lofe their influence on the 
mind of men> even when they are in the hei^t of 
palSon. I do not mean tbat there are not in- 
ftances of nicn beii^ throwa into fuch paroxyrms 
of fury, as totally dcfvive tb«m of refleAion, and 
make them aA like madmen, vrithout any regard 
to confequences ; but extraordinary inflances^ 
whivh depend on the pecnliarities of conftitutiotit 
and very fingnku' eircumfkuKcs, cannot deftroji 
the force of an obfervation wtuch»genefaBy fpcak- 
ing, is found jud. 

Wc every day fee rr.en, who have the charaSer 

■: .'.'-. ! ,'o\em3blc temper!, who 

I'tsof palTion irpon tha 

; ihc micHt ./^il ihcir 
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blinded by anger, as they would fecm to be. Wticrt 
people are fubje£l to violent fits of choier> and t^ 
an unreftrained licence of words and actions, only 
in the compaiqr of thofe who, from their unfortu" 
nate fituation of life, are obliged to bear fuch 
abufey it is a plain proc^, that confiderations 
which regard their own perfonal fafety, have fome 
iidtiehce on their minds in the midft of their 
fury, and inftrud them to be mad cfrtd rationt 

* 

This is frequently unknown to thofe choleric 
people thdmfelves, wtiile it is fully evident to every 
perfon of obfervation suround them. What vio- 
lent fits of paflion do fome men indulge them- 
felves in agaihft their flaves ' and fervants, which 
they always impute to the ungovernable nature of 
their own tempers, of which, however, they difplay 
the moft perfeft command, upon much greater 
provocations given by their fuperiors, equals, or by 
any fet of people who are not obliged to bear theii' 
ill humour. 

How often do we fee men who are agreeable, 
cheerful, polite, and good-tempered to the world 
in general, gloomy, peevifh, and paflionate, to 
their wives and children ? When you happen to 
be a witnefs" to any inftance of unprovoked do- 
meftic rage, into which they have allowed them- 
felves to be tranfported, they will very probably 

lameht 
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' mem ihcir mlrfbrtune, in having more ungovnn- 
able tempers ihan ihe reft of mankinJ. But if i 
roan does not fpeak and afl with the fame de-< 
gree of vblence, on equal provocation, without 
contldcring whether it comes irvm fuptriar, tfiu/, 
or diptndtml, he plainly Ihews that he c«D govern 
his temper, and that his not doing ii on particular 
occalions, proceeds from the baitHl 2iid mofl def- 
picable of all motives, 

I remember, when I was on the coniilieni With 
the Ei^lilh army, having Teen an officer beat a 
fokli«r very unmercirully with his cane. I wa» 
then lianding with Tome officers, all of whom 
ieemed to be tilled with indignation at this Diean 
exercifc of power. When the perfon, who had 
performed this intrepid cxptott, C2Bie to join the 
circle, he plainly peicdicd marks of difappiDba' 
tion in CT-ery countenance ; for which n-afon h^ 
I tbou^t it netrcllary to apologize for what he had 
' Nothing," faj-s he, " provokes me (b 
•'a looking faucily when 1 
\ tuld that man To filiy 
nndfng him juft 
H of his waifl- 
I D17 fjca i 
ll 
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<^ ing an hcmeft man, and has always done his 
Jf 4uty as a foldier very well. How much»" 
continued he, " are thofe pec^le to be envied, 
^. who have a full command of their temper 5" 
,,," No man can command it more perfedUy 
•' than yourfelf," faid a gentleman, who was then 
in the foot guards, and has fmce been a general 
officer. 

" I often crideavour to do it,'/ replied the 
dideric man, '< but always find it out -of my 
'< ffowcu I have not philofophy enough to check 
<* the violence of my temper when once I am 
<< provQked," 

" You certainly do yourfelf injuftice. Sir," faid 
the officer. ^* No perfon feems to have his paffions 
<* under better difcipline. With your brother of- 
*^ ficers, I never faw you, in a fingle inftance, 
•* break through the rules of decorum, or allow 
<• your anger to overcome ypur politenefs to 
«< them." 

*• They never provoked me," faid the paf- 
fionate man. 

*< Provoked you !" rejoined the other ; *< Yes, 
«* Sir, often ; and in a much greater degree than 
<«. the poor foldier. Do ijot I, at tliis moment^ 
•* give you ten thoufand times more provocation 
'* than he, or any of the unfortuanate men under 
** yoiu" command, whom you are fo apt to beat 



" and abufe, ever did ? — and yet you feem per-i 
" ibfUy inafter of your temper." 

Xhere was no way left by which the choleric 
man couM prove the contrary, except by knock- 
ing the other down ; but that was a method of. 
convincing his antagonill which he did not tliink 
proper to ufe, A more intrepid man, in the 
fame predicament, woukl very probably have had 
reconrfe to that expedient ; but, in general, man- 
kind are abk. even in the violence of paflion, to 
ediniatc, in fome meafun:, the ritk they run ; |tnd 
the populace of every country are more readily 
kindled to that inferior degree of rage, which 
makes ihem lofe their horror for ihe crime ot 
murder, and difregard the life of a fellow-creature, 
than to Uiat higher pitch, which deprives diem of 
all confideratlon for dieir own perfonal fafety. 

In England, Germany, or France, a man knows, 
that if he commits a murder, ei'ery perfon around 
him will, from that initant, become his enemy, 
and ufe every means to feize him, and bring htm 
lojuftjce. He knows that he will be immediately 
carried lo prilba, lodput lo an ignominious death, 
amidll the e]CK(:ktaBfl£^^Pumiymen. Im- 
prdTed with tivA3^^^^^|ktejrii tlie natural, 
horror, for jnU^^^^^^^^^Boiiincnis 
«CWj. * 
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however they may be inflamed with anger and 
rage. The loweft blackguard in the ftreets of 
London; will not draw a knife sgainft an anta* 
gonift far fuperior to himielf in ftrength. He 
will tight him fairly with bis fifls as long as h& 
can, and bear the fevereft drubbing, rather than 
ufe a means of defence which is held in detefta- 
tion by hft countrymen, and which would bring 
himfelf to the gallows, 

The nnirders committed in Germany, France^ 
or England, arc therefore comparatively few in 
number, and happen generally in confequence of 
^ pre-concerted plan, in which the murderers have* 
taken mcafures for their efcape or conceahneiit, 
without which they know that inevitable death 
awaits them. In Italy the cafe is different. An 
Italian is not under the influence of fo ftrong an 
impreflion, that certain execution muft be the 
confequence of his conrunitting a murder. He is at 
lefs pains to reftrain the wrath, which he feels 
kindling within his breaft. He allows his rage 
full fcope ; and, if hard prefled by the fuperior 
ftrength of an enemy, he does not fcruple to ex- 
tricate himfelf by a thruft of his knife. He 
knows, that if fome of the Sbirri are not prefent, 
no other perfon will feize him ; for that office is 
held in fuch detcftation by the Italian populace, 
that none of them will perform any part of its 

fun^ions; 
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fun<Slions.v The murderer is therefore pretty cef» 
tain of gaining fome churdi or convent, where he 
will be proteded, till he can compound the matter 
with the relations of die deceafed, or efcape to 
fome of the other Italian {faites ; which is no very 
difficult matter, as the dominions of none are very 
extenlive. 

Befides, when any of thefe aflaflins has not had 
the good fortune to get within the portico of a 
duuch before he is feized by the Sbirri, and wtien 
he is adually carried, it is not a very difficuh mat^ 
ter for his fri^ids or relations to prevail, by their 
entreaties and tears, on fome of the cardinals or 
Princes, to interfere in his favour, and endeavour 
to obtain his pardon. If this is the cafe, and I 
am affiifed from authority which fully convinces 
me, diat it is, we need be no longer furprifed thai 
murder is more common among the Italian pc^ 
pulace, than among the common people of any 
other country. As foon as afylums for fuch cri« 
minals are aboliflied, and juilice is allowed to take 
its natural courfe, that foul (lain will be entirely 
effaced from idie national chara^ler.of the modern 
Italians. This is already verified in the Grand 
Duke of Tufcany's dominions. The fame edift, 
which declared that churches and convents fliould 
no longer be places of refuge for murderers, has 
totally put a flop to the ufe of the ftiletto ; and 
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the Florentine populace now fight with the fame 
blunt weapons that are ufed by the coihn\oii ^)eo- 
pl^ of oth» nations. 

I ^n afcaid you will think I have been a litde 
prolix on this occafion ; but I had two objeds in 
view, and was folicitous about both.^ The firft 
was to (heWy that the treacherous and perfidious 
difpofition imputed to the Italians, is,, like mod 
other national refle£tions, ill founded ; and that the 
{^6ks brought in proof of the accufation/ proceed 
from other caufes. The fecond was, to demons 
(Irate to certain choleric gentlemen, who pretend 
to have ungovernably tempers, as an excuie for 
rendering every creature dependant on theQi mife- 
rabk, that in. their furious fits they not only bc^ 
have ridiculoufly, but bafely^ In civil life, in Eng- 
land, they have the power of only making them- 
felves contemptible ; but in the army or navy, or 
in our iflands, they often render tHemfelves the ob- 
jefts of horror* 
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^A VERY CURIOUS ANECDOTE OF THE 
CELEBIVVTEP NINON DE L'ENCLOS. 

MADAME DE L'ENCLOS was always 
much carerted, on account of the charms of 
her wil, and the happitiefs of an amiable dilfioll- 
tion. Without being the paragon of beauty, (he 
commanded all the refpeft that is generally paid to 
it. The fweeinefs and equality tif her charaiSer, 
a probity fmcere and natural, a refoluie foul, and 
a heart as tender as it was faithful, procured her 
admirers, even when ftie was very far advanced in 
life. 

The account, which her biographer gives of the 
Abbot of Gedoyn's attachment to her, is tni!y lin- 
gular. This abbey was prefented to him, when 
he was twenty-nine years of age, and Ninon ap- 
proached her eightieth. However, whether it 
W35 through the caprice of love, or an inconceiv- 
able enchantment, the Abbot became pallionately 
f fond of her, and was To ardent in his folici tat ions, 
' that Ninon «nferWcd to lilfen to him ; but ihe 
uould not ' " I M I' I ■ ■licend 

of a ceri.i. 

Thee. .: h,^ 
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ceafed to folicit. Enchanted with his good for- 
tune, he alked her, why llie had fuffered him to 
langiiifh fo long. — " Ahw, my dear Abbot," re- 
plied Nliion, «* my tendernefs has fulfered as 
" much as yours ; but it was the efFeft pf a (park 
♦* of vanity. I was defirous, for the novelty of 
*« the catfe, to wait till I had reached my eigh* 
•* tieth year, which I did laft night." 



ANECDOTE OF A SPIRITED ENG- 

LISHMAN, 

NO man would fubmit to the payment of 
taxes, if he knew how, confiftently with 
the duty of a good fubjefl:, he could poffibly avoid 
it ; and though an Engllfhman, opprefled as he i$ 
with a dill increafmg catalogue of national bur- 
thens, at homif may confent to bear them without 
much murmur, as being an unavpidable ttltQ. of 
the €mbaraffments of the ftate, yet his very foul 
revolts at every impofition in the form of taxation, 
10 which he may find himfelf expofed by the def-^ 
potlc police of a foreign power — a power efpccially, 
which he has always been taught to confider as the 
natural enemy of his €4untry, and the determined 
fubverter of all its dearefl interejis. 

Thus 
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. Thus it happened lately in the ftreels of Dun- 

Ikirk. — A gentleman of the navy, — one who, like 

■his royal niafter, " bora and bred in ihis country, 

glories in the name of BRITON," on landing 

this paltry town, — the iiefl of fiich outlaws, 

Bwindlers, and other vagrants, ae England daily 

drives from her with fcorn, and as France ftill 

liifhes not to proteQ, — found himfelf funoundsd 

(fith 3 parcel of half-IW \ ed, chop-fallen wreiches, 

Kwho, lliling themfelves officeri, begged to have the 

■ to convey his trunk, portmanteau, and 

' other baggage, to tlie Dtuane, or tlic CudgiU' 

houfe, for the purpofc of being examined. 

As chance would have it, the packages of our 
countrymen were found to contain nothing that 
the laws of the Grand M^narqut declared contra- 
band, except twelic pair of filk ftockings, which 
d been purchafed by him but the week before at 
Kotting'iam, and innocently intended for his own 
, during a (hori trip over the Continent. 
For thefe doings, however, he was ordered a> 
^y three InniGe juwf •^^Three livnes \ — The cx- 
^lon was cn^HBHa^xuiU«(iiK3)ily refufed 

^■rith difdain |l 

" ' ' JfOU 
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" Then, returned he, •* you can alto entertaia 
«« no kind 6f doubt but that, as being my praperfy^ 
" I have a right to do with them what I pTeafe." 
— To this queftion having alfo received aa anfwer. 
in the affirmative, he counted over the >ftockings 
one by one, and having previoufly cut them in 
pieces, he very deliberately, in the prefence of an 
aftonifhed multitude, trampled them under his feet 
in the kennel, declaring^ — " that he would travel 
♦' over the whole kingdom bare-legged, rather 
** than have it faid, that he had purchafed from 
" a French King the privilege oiF wearing what 
" Jiockings he liked.** 



A CAPITAL BON MOT OF VOLTAIRE. 

THE late Lord Chefteffield happened to be at 
a route in Fiance, where Voltaire was oiife 
pfthegueds. Chelterfiekl fcem^d ;to be gazing 
about the brilliant circle of ladid^ when Voltaire 
thus accofted him : — " My Lord^ i know you are 
a judge ; which are more beautifuU the Engllfh 
or French ladies ?*'^ — ** Upon my word," re- 
plied his Lordfhip, with his ufual prefence of mind, 
^ I am no connoiileur in paintings. '^-^-Smic time 
after this, Voltaire being in London, haj^ned to 

bo 
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I Ic 3t a nobleman's rout wJih Lord Chefterfield. 

I A iady ill. company, procligioiilly painted, dircflcd 

I her whole difcourfe to Voltaire, and entirely en- 

I grolTed his converfation. Chefterfield came up, 

I and tapped him on the fhoulder, faying, " Sir, 

' take care you are not captivated." — " My 

' Lord," replied the French wit, " ] fcom to be 

' taken by an EogUfh bonom under French co- 

' lours," 



, CHAR-^CTERISTIC TRAITS OF PETER 
THE CRUEL. 

RELATED BY MR. DILLON. 

PETER, King of Caitile, univerfally branded 
_ with the epithet of Ciud, was the fon ami 

"lieirof .MfonfoXI. 
daughter ' ■" ■" 
when I ' 



^ of Caflile, by Maria, 

":iriMgal, Pelcr» 

-d hij TathcTt 

: re- <JtbnItar, 



ITied 
idcd 



\ 



{ t6% ) 

fnttit minifter Albuquerque, he accidentally faw^ 
and immediately became enamoured of a very 
handfbme woman, named Donna Maria de Pa- 
dilla. While he was fpending his time in fond 
dalliance with his beautiful - favourite, news was 
brought that Blanche of Bourbon was arrived at 
Valladolid, where the queen-mother refided. This 
information gave the amorous monarch great un- 
cafinefs^ and it was not without much entreaty, 
that Albuquerque prevailed upon him to fulfil his 
engagement, and efpoufe the daughter of the Duke 
of Bourbon. Three days, however, after his nup* 
tials, bedeierted his new-qiJeen, andxetumed to 
the arms of his miftrefs, while the unfortunate 
Blanche, attended by die queen-mother, retired to 
Otordefillas, where (he wafted her youth in afflic- 
tion, without any other confolation than that of 
being lanlented by thofe who knew the cruel treats 
ment ihe had met jvith. 

Peter, like moft tyrants, was capricious and 
fickle ; for being ftnick with the charms of Jane 
de Caftro, a widow, he publicly married her, and 
caufed her to be proclaimed Queen of his domi- 
nions. With this lady, however, he remained 
only a very {hort time ; and, leaving her to for- 
tune, again returned to the deferted Padilla, who, 
in reality, had the chief ihare in his affe^ions. 



At 
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At lengdi, by die inftigation of thisilM/(Mf/ 
whom he wiflied to raife to the throne of CaftH^f 
he ordered Qneen Blanche to be poifoned; who 
accordin^y fell a facrifice to the wanton caprice 
of this brutal tyrant, in the twenty-fifth year of her 
age. 

PadiUa did not long enjoy her triumph. She 
was ibon after feized with a fit of ilinefs, which 
carried her oiF in the Alcazcar of Seville, to the 
great grief of her paramour, who caufed her to be 
interred with great pomp in a monaftry of her 
own founding. 

Among matiy other aSs of cruelty, Peter or- 
dered his two baftard brothers to be put to death, 
the eldeil of whom was only nineteen, and the 
younger no more, than fourteen years of age; but 
after an unfortunate reign, he himfelf was mur« 
dered by his baftard-brother Henry, count of Tiaf- 
tamara, who had taken up amls^gainft him. 

The body of Peter was left for three days vw* 
buried, expofed to the people out of policy, that 
all ranks might be certain he was no more; With 
this unfortunate Monarch, there alfo fell two gal- 
lant Engliihmen, who were flain for having drawn 
their fwords in his defence, when grappling with 
Henry. Thefe were Sir Ralph Holmes and James 
Rowland, whofe fpirit and bravery deferved a bet- 
ter fate. 
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. ¥eter the Cruel vms handfome in perfon^ ;md 
of a fair complexion He had a flight impedi- 
ment in his fpeechy ^nd rather ftammered. What 
is fingular, the fame <lefe£l is attributed to his 
cotemporary Peter, King of Portugal. His con- 
ilitution was robufl, and free from infirmities, 
enduring all manner of fatigue without the lead 
inconvenience. Like his father; he was fond of 
the chace, which wa^ the i-eigning paflion of the 
age. He was of an amorous difpoiition, flifpici- 
ous, bovetous, and fanguine ; valiant withal in the 
fields in contradidion to the general habits of 
thofe vices. Hiftorians have faid, that he was a 
ftrifi dilpenfer of juftice ; — that the country was 
free from robbers during his reign ;— that evil- 
doers flood in dread of him, and many quitted the 
kingdom 4 for which his countrymen ought to have 
acknowledged fbme obligation in that ferocious 
age, when robbery and plunder were fo common 
in Europe, and fcarcely confidered as offences. 



ANCEDOTE 
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ANECDOTE OF THE ASTONISHING 
El-FECTS OF MUSIC. 



SULTAN AMUR.\TH, that cruel Piince, 
_ having laid fiege lo Bagdad, and taken it, gave 
nlcrs for putting 30,000 Perliojis to death, iiot- 
pithKanding ihey had iiibmltted, and laid dovvii 
.r arms. Ajnong the number of thefe imfor- 
|ninate victims was a mufioian. He bcfouglil the 
who had the command 10 fee the Sultan's 
|orders executed, to fpare him but fur j moment, 
while he might be pjmiittciJ to fpeak to the Eni- 
The oificer indulged liim ivlth his bi- 
; and, bting brought before the Emperor, 
,s permitted to exhibit a fpedmen of liis art. 
li, ke the miifitian in Homer, he took up a kind 
■ ■,of pfjltery, which refembies a lyre, and has fix 
I firings on each fide ; and accompanied it with his 
L:voIce. He fung the taking of Bagdad, and the 
jathetic tones, arid 
' from the inftru- 
^ntivcnefs and bold- 
I Prince unable to 
c even 
i with 
1 re-j 
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thfe mufician's abilities, he not only'direfted his 
people to fpare thofe prifoners, who yet remained 
alive, but alfo to give them inftant liberty. 



ANECDOTE CONCERNING A NOBLE 

DUKE. 



I ' 



SOME years ago, a farmer, who lived near the 
feat of ia naval Duke, not over fond of clofc 
quarters and great guns, made complaint that 
his Grace and fervants rode over his fields, which 
they confiderably damaged; and told his Grace 
that he was very forry he fhould have any reafon to 
complain. The Duke, in a haughty and con- 
temptuous manner replied, — : " What do you 
" mean. Sir, by interrupting me in this manner ? 
•« I and my fervants fhall ride over them again." 
-^The farmer aftonifhed at fuch an unfatisfac- 
tory anfwer, faid, — «* I am very forry, my Lord 
^« Duke, that I muft take fome method to keep 
<< your Grace and fervants off: — I'll put a French 
" man of war juft at the entrance of the field.'* — 
The poor Duke walked off, without returning 
any anfwer. 



A SINGU- 



Ik. 
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A SINGULAR ANECDOTE OF A 
YOUNG PRINCE. 



_ tot} 
fcfiye 

■his I 



IN the reign of Charles II. an Italian Envoy 
informed his Majefty, that a young Prince in 
Italy, having married beneath himfelf, liad re- 
'tired "inio England, and that his friends requeflw) 
he might be fearched for, and feni back as fooii 
as poUible. 

Tlie Prince hearing of it, made himfelf tcnowa 
to the King, acquainting him that he lived twenty- 
miles from town. In a country retreat, with 
beloved Jacinta, and if his Majefty would af- 
"fi>rd them Iris protection, he liiould be happier 
there, than in the poflellion of a crown. 

The King put a ftop to any fiiciher fwrchcs 
of the Envoy, and the enamoured Prince lived 
unknown with his Jacinta till their deaths, whith 
liappened wi;]iin fix montlis of one another. 
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preaching at the cathedral, an old woman, whom 
heobfervcd fiiting on the 'j^lpit (Ulrs, ftopt him 
as he came down, and begged to know where 
flie (hould have the honour of hearing him 
picacH'the next Sunday. Mr. Sterlie, having 
mentioned the place where he was to exhibit, 
found her fituated in Ae fame manner ofi that; 
diiy, when (he put the fame queftion to him as 
before. The following Sunday he was to preach 
four miles out of York, which he told her; 
ahd, to his great furprife, he fcmnd her there too, 
and that the fame queftion was put to him as he 
defcended from the pulpit. On which, adds hp, 
I took for my text thefe wonk, expeding to find 
my old wcrnian as before :-^" I will grant the re- 
<< queft of this poor widow, left by her often com- 
"« ing ftie weary me.**-^One of the company im- 
mediately replied, — " Why, Sterne, you omitted 
^* the mod applicable part of the pallage, which 
" is, — Though I neither fear God nor regard 
" man." — ^This unexpefted retort filenced the wit 
for the whole evening. 






ANECDOTE 
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f ANECDOTE OF SIR ISAAC NEWTOM. 



I'^T^HE late Dr. Smkcly, one day by appcHoi- 

1 ^ ment, paid a vilit to Sir Ifaac Ncwtofi, 

I The fervant faid he was in his (liidy, Nl> oiie 

was permiUed to difhirb liim there ; but as it was 

I near his dinner-time, the vilitur fat duwn to wait 

\ ibr him. In a fliort time, a boiled chicken, under 

a cover, was brought in for dinner. An hour 

pafTed, and Sir Ifaac did not appear. Tlie Doilot 

then ate the fowl ; and, covering up the empty 

I di(h, defired the fervant to get another drelfed for 

f -his mailer. Before that was ready, the great mart 

came down. He apologized for his delay, and 

added, — " Give nie but leave to take ray flurt 

" dinner, and I ihail be at your fervice. I anl 

" fatigued and faint." — Saying this, he lifted up 

ihe cover, and, wilhout any emoiion, turned about 

10 Siukcly with a fmile, — " See," he fays, " what 

'■ we iludious people are!— I forgot that I had 




.> 



i ifo ) 
AN EASTERN ANECDOTE. 

I 

A SLAVE of Amrou Leits ran away,, but 
being purfued, was brought back ; and that 
King's Grand Vizier, who hated the flave, folr^ 
cited Amrou to put him to deaths fuggefting to 
him, that it would be an inftance to deter others* 
Herepon the flave, cafting himfelf on the ground 
•Jbefore the King, faid, — " Whatever your Ma-. 
*' jefty fliall be pleafed to order, as to my deftiny, 
'^1^ f^ mud be done ; for a flave cannot find fault with 
'•« the judginent of his lord and matter. But„ be- 
" caufe I have been brou^t ,up in your palace^ 
** as a mark of my gratitude, I could wi(h that 
** you might not anfwer for my blood at the day 
•* of judgment ; — and, therefore, if you delire I 
" (hould be killed, let it be under pretence of juf- 
" tice/* — Amrou alked him what hj^meant by that 
pretence? — '* Suffer me," anfwered the flave, " to 
V kill the Vizier, and then you will be in the right 
" in taking away my life, to avenge his death*"-^ 
Amrou laughed at the conceit, and aflced the Vizier 
what he thought of it ? The Vizier anfwered, 
** I advife your Majefty to forgive the wretch. 
** He may draw fome misfortune upon me. I 
** have deferved that anfwer; not confidering, 
** that when we defign to kill another, we expofe 

" ourfelv . s 
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' ourftK'es to be killed, as much as him, wlnjm 
' we intend to murther." 



ORIGINAL ANECDOTES OF PETER 
THE GREAT. 

KELATfiD BY MB. ST^HLIS, 

I, "rxURING the firft rcfidetice of the Czar 
•*-' in Hoiland, no one could doubt, who faw 
him employed in learning the art of Ihip-builJing 
at Sardam, and endeavouring every where to ob- 
tain inftruiflion concerning the ways and means of 
exciting a rpirit of commerce, of ellablifhiiig ma- 
nufuflures, and of \vorking up raw materials ; no 
one could doubt, I fay, tliai his principal objeQ, 
the end of all his labours, was the ellablilhment 
of manufafturcs in his own dominions. 

As he was likewife very eager to engage fo- 
reign artilb, artifans, and manufacturers to fettle 
in Ruflia, granting them entire liberty and vari- 
ous privileges, the- Jsv^ jrf Amnerdam thought 
they might dcrfl^tf|AttD^HH|^^bis dtfpoli- 



m,. 
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Dutchman whom Peter honoured with the greatcft 
fhare of familiarity, and begged of him to endea- 
vour to prevail on his Czarian Majefty to permit 
the Jews, as well as other foreigners, to fettle in 
Ruflia> to trade, and eftablifh manufadlures. They 
did not forget to fet forth the great advantages 
that would refult to his empire from the extenfive 
fale of its productions, which the Jewifli mer- 
chants would procure ; and they offered to prefent 
the Monarch with the fum of one hundred thou- 
fand florins, as the firft mark of their gratitude. 

De Witfon fufFered himfelf to be perfuaded^ 
md promifed to embrace the firft opportunity oi 
Speaking to his Majefty. He kept his word, and 
laid his demand before him in ayery circumftantial 
ninnner. The Czar vifited De Witfon familiarly 
€\erf day ; held this honeft man in high cftima- 
tion, confulted him about every things and confi- 
dcred him as the beft mailer he could have in a 
variety of matters. It was, therefore, painful ta 
fend him awjvy with a refufal. However, after 
having Uftened with the moft ferious attention to 
the propofals, he aufwered, with a fmile, ^« Myn- 
" heer Witfon, you know the Jews, and the fpi- 
*• rit of my people. I am acquainted with both. 
*' It is not yet tinxe to open a paffage to the Jews 
«* into my country. You will, therefore, tell 
•« them from me, that I thank them for their of- 
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I'** fers, but" that if they fettletl in my dommiins af 
*• prcfcnt, I fliDuld not be able to reprtfs my 
•■ pity. Though they arc reputed to liave the I'l-- 
f* crtt of deceiving all ihe world, I fear thai my 
^ Ruflians would make them dup<^ in their 
S* tiira." 
I n. The Czar Peter was too wife a monarch 
tt lofe iight for a moment of fo impottant ao o\h- 
jcfl as agriculture. Whatever part of the world 
he vifited, nothing relative to that icicnce efcapod 
hisattentior;. In all his travels, whether through 
France, Holland, or Germany, when he faw the 
country people at work, on the right or le& o( 
the road, lie left his^'arriage to obferve ihem, and 
generally converfcd with ttkem on the fubjei^l of 
(heir oct:upati;>ns. He frequently entered their 
houfcs, examined ei-ery thing, paiticuliHy lh«r 
. menfils of huftiandfy, of which lie fomctimec 
hinade drawings on the rp'Jt, and always wrote 
I ^wn lii& remarks on t^Sets he carrietl about wil<t 
Mim iot that purpofe. It vid& mote efpeetally his 
rwnureinem at each Ibgc, " hile the horil-s wciq 
I changing. 

_^^_^^^^^^__ _ > t"i li'S fc- 

rfinm ibefi 



^( 274 1 ■ 

entered the garden, which he perceived to be well 
.{locked with handfome fruit trees, the houfe being 
^iituated in the middle^ and a little forefl of muK 
berry trees behind. The Czar qonverfed with ' 
him a full half hour» and learned, that the greateft 
part of the trees had been planted by the vicar 
himfelf^ who ftill continued to prune them with ** ' 
his own hands. The Prince afked, with a(loni0i- 
ment, why he was obliged to fubmit to fuch la- 
borious occupations, and if his parifhioners never 
gave him their afliftance ? — " Very feldom, Sir,*' . 
anfwered the vicar. " When any of them have 
^* a few moments kifure^ they do not want a 
<« good inclination ; but they have always fo muclP . 
'« bufinefs themfelves, that they have little time to 
^* fpare to do mine. However, the duties of 
<• my office leave me fufRcient for the cultivation 
•* of my little piece of ground ; and, if the fea- 
*• fon is favourable, I always make a few hun- 
«< dreds a-year, by the fale of my fruits and filk, 
*' which are a very neceflary addition to my flen- 
«« der allowance." 

The Ruffian Monarch was enchanted, and 
wrote down the name of this worthy paftor on 
his tablet. Thea turning to the companions of 
of his travels ; — ** Obferve this worthy ecclefiaf- 
«* tic," faid he : — ** The labour of his hands fup- 
•* plies him with cyder, wine, and ready money 

♦< into 
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• into the bargain. Do not fail to remind rae 
' of him when we return to Rullia. I'll try if 
' there arc any means to animate oi«" village- 
mj' priefts to cultivate their glebes, in order to de- 
' liver them at ozice from poverty and lloth." 

In. When Peter and his confortdJned or Tup- 
ped alone, v/hith often happened, ihey had only a 
very young page, and favourite chambermaid of 
tlie Emprefs, to wait on them. And when he 
■ 'had feveral of his miniflers, or general officers, at 
his table, he was only attended by his chief cook> 
and two very young page?, who had orders to re- 
tire 35 foon as the defert was put on the table, and 
a bottle of wine had been fct before each gueft. , 

»No lacquey ever made his appearance during 
Us repalh, except when he ate in public. " I 
" ha*'e no occalion for them," lie often repeated, 
•^ to make iheir obfervations on me, when I give 
•' a loofe to my converfation." 
He faid one day, at table, to the old Baron of 
Mardfeldt. en\oy from the court of Pruffia . 
*■ Hirelings and lacqueys never lofe fight of iheir. 
"• mailer'^ mouth. They a 
" mifcooftnic eva 
" peat every thing q 
I V. Among liu p 
ed tile Czat's^ 
Uage of all t 



e fpics on all he fays, 
confequently re- 
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Tvhich ftruck him the moft forcibly. He cooldl 
not diveft himfelf of aftonifliment on feeing, that 
none of the many different religious ceremonies, 
which were publickly performed, was ever inter-' 
rupted or molefted ; and that no quarrel ever arofe^' 
either from converfation, or writing, oiAhefe de- 
licate matters. '» 

He was one day talking on this (ubjefi with one 
«f the magiftrates, who obferyed to him that the 
port of Amfterdam was open to all the nations of 
the liriiverfe, and that here every one enjoyed the 
free exercife of his religion. The belief of thofe 
who Come to reftde among us* continued he, and!^ *^^ 
their religious ceremonies, are of little confequencr *? 
to the ftate, if they contain nothing' contrary to 

our la^^s. " This fyftem of government,*' 

ainfwered the Czar, •♦ is highly favourable' to com- 
•* merce. It contributes greatly to the influx of 
** foreigners into Amfterdam, and confequenily in- 
" creates the public revenues. I cannot give fuf- 
" ficient praife to a conduS, which it is fully my 
•• intention to imitate in my city of Peterfburgh.*^ 

Peter, in reality, executed this noble projedl. 
He not only tolerated every feft of Chriftians, but 
alfo granted them the liberty to eleft an ecclefiafti- 
cal council, to decide in all cafes relative to mar- 
riages and religious matters, each according to its 
refpedive kws and cuftoms y and without being 

fubjeft 
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fubjcil to the controul of the fynods of the Ruf- 
' fian clergy, or any court of jiiftice whatever. 

V. Several anecdotes of the life of the Czar 
k prove, that he was brought up in the principles of 
•Itligion. From his infancy lie had the fear of 
F God bcfoVe his eyes, and preferved it as lor^ as he 
lived. He had a profound refpeiS for the name 
of the Deity, for his commandments, and fcr the 
piirity of the doftrinc of the ChtitHan re'igion. 
Though an enemy lo fanaticifm and fu peril il ion, 
and indifferent to ail that relates to iifages and 
forms of worfliip, he was not, therefore, the lefs 
I aealous, when his indignation was excited by 
Ipublic impiety. He ufed to fay, that tmpiotis 
' men are a difgrace to a ftate, and cannot be tole- 
rated i becaiife by lapping ihe founcfcitions of rcfi- 
gion, they make a jeft of oaths, on which all fe- 
cial obligations depend. 

Being informed one day, that a man who had 
publickly pronounced f{>me impious words had 
been in prjfon, he iinmediateiy ordered him to be 

loaded with chains, as a madman adding, 

" Had he pofTelTed the fmalleR fpark of reafon. he 

' would 1:. ; ; , ■■ Ma- re- 

I •• fpefl !'L ■ i\-3S 
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It vftis reprefcnted to the Czar, in order tafofteii 
his feverity, that the culprit would not have been 
guilty of fuch a fault, if he had not been in liquor 
at the time. " It is for that very reafon," re- 
turned he> in anger, *«that he deferves double 
*V chaftifement i for his impiety, anil for his 
" drunkennefs, which occafioned the Ipfs of his^ 
«« reafon." The Czar was, with difficulty, pre- 
vailed on, by the mod prefling folicitations,. to 
confent that his tongue {hould not be cut out, and 
to content himfelf with fending him to a monaf- 
tery in Siberia. There he was obliged to turn the 
winch of a hand-mill, to perform othe^ laborious 
offices, and to attend divine fervice pundually 
every dayi, at a very early hour in the n^oming^ and 
very late in the evening, that by this penitence,, he 
IJiight acquire a better way of thinking. 

VI. This wife and fenfible monarch, when 
fpeaking of wits, and other perfons,^ who turn re- 
ligion into ridicule> faid, that he was one day in 
a company at Amfterdam, where he met with fe- 
veral people of this defcription. " 1 heard them 
*« difplay all tSf ir learning," continued he ; ** but 
** they appeared^to me fo weak, and fb ignorant, 
" that they excited my contempt rather than ad- 
«* miration. Th^fe men, who pretend to be wifer 
^* than their fellows, do not fee, that by their li- 
" centious difcourfe, they only betray their im- 

•< piety> 
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" piety, Ignorance, and pride ; llielr impleiy, 

" by their affeiSed contetrpt of the holy Scrip- 
" tures, and revelation, which are the bafis of 

" religion ; their ignorance, by difcovering 

" that their underftanding is too tonfined to 
" comprehend the truths religion inculcates j 
*' — and their pride, by iheir 'endeavours to ap- 
" pear wifer and more en!ij;htened in converfatioii 
" than other men, and more learned than thof« 
*' who have proved thcfe fame Inillis la their 
" writings. They even think themfelves fuperior 
" to the councils con^fed of the fatliers ot th« 
*' church. However, ilie incnnclt of the latter 
" hadmorewifdom, than the fJly multitude of thefe 
" fclf-crcated apolUes of folly, whofe precepts tend 
" only to introduce IJccntiournefsand djforder." 

VII. The Czar, though very exact in thecon- 
clu£t of his a^rs, and How in making pecuniary 
prefents, never parted with ihofe who had fcrvcd 
him faithfully, whether RulRans or foreigners, 
without ^ving tbem z recompencc, as a mark of 
prelents he generally raad« 
ihe conquered pro- 
. of their 
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The college of finance confulted him about » 
very aged foreigner, who had ferved thirty years^ 
and was no longer able to difcharge the duties of 
his poft, defiring to know whether he might be 
permitted to retire on half pay. ThB queftion. 
diftreffed the Czar. " What V* cried he, •* fliaH 
** a msin who has (pent his youth in my fcrvice, be 
•' expofed to poverty in his old age? No ^' give 
** him the whole of hi^ pay as long as he Iives> 
^ without requiring any thing from him,' fincc he 
•« is unable to ferve. But take his advice in what-*- 
•• ever relates to his profeflion, and profit by his. 
•« experience. Who would facrifice the moft va*. 
** hiable years of life, if he knew he was doori^ 
•« to poverty in his old age> and that he, to whora 
*' his youth was devo ted ► would negledl him when 
»* worn out?*' 

VIII.. When the Czar heard of the death ot 
Charles XII. .killed at Frecferickfhal in 1718, he 
could not refrain from tears. Feeling them ftream* 
ing down his clieeks, he retired to wipe them 
away ; and when he rejoiced his attendants, he 
exclaimed in a forrowftil voice, " My dear 
** Charlep, how much I pity you !" 

IX. Whefi any one was fpeaking ill of another 
in his prefence, he at firft Itftened to him atten- 
tively, and then interrupted him — " Is there not,^ 
faid he, " a fair fide alfo to the charafter of the 

^< pcrfca 
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■ •■ perfon of whom you are fpeaking? Come, tell 
" me what good qualities you have remarked about 
" him." 

X. Peter, in the midft of continual wars, and 
the cares of government, feldom neglefled to at- , 
tend divine fervice in j>ublic. He was not more 
averfe to all fiipcrdition and popular prejudice, 
than zealous for thofe things which conlUtiite the 
efTence of Chriltianity, and full of veneration for 
the fcriptures. He tried to ihfpire his fubjeds 
with the fame fentiments, and fuffcred no one to 
work publickty On Sunday, It was in the moll 
prcHing necedity only, that, on that day, he fuf- 
fcred (hjp-butlding and other public worlu to be 
carried on. He often faid, that " he, who for- 
" gets God, works without profit, and will never 
*• obtain the blelling of Heaven !" ' 

Xfr However great the Czar's attachments 
may hav« beat to his favourites, he never carried 
lus infatuation lb far, as to exempt them fruiqi 
doing their duty, in the difiercnt a&aia in whick 
they were employed. 

The converlation, one evening, turned on a cer- 
tain tnonaich'K favourite, whofe powtr was un- 
bounded at the court of his matter. " It is he 
■ then who govdns." fi'd ■'■ '"".";r, " ;inil nnt 
' the King> Suuh pca)[i' ■ t jui; me. 
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•* ful men, are my only favourites ; and my only 
•• fcijiale favourite is my' Catharine.", 

Xil. As Duteh cuftoms w^^ere particularly fuited 
to Peter's genius^ the chimes which he heard in 
almoft afl the towns of Holland, pleafed him much; 
but thafe of Amflerdam, that rung while bufmefs 
was tranfadlingoh the Exchange, were moft grate- 
ful to his ear. He ordered fimilar chimes ta be 
cad for the cathedral of Peterfburgh, and the 
church of St. Ifaac* 

Xni. The converfation turning <me day x>n 
ceconomy and uimec^ilary expences, the Czar 
(hewed his ftockings» which were mended in fe- 
vera! places. One of the company obferved> that 
it was not neceflary his Majeily fhould wear 
darned (lockings. " Why not?" anfwered the 
Czar : " Why fliould I leave off (lockings, 
** which, by mending, would laft me a year r" — 
** By way of encouraging the raanufa£lures," re- 
pjied the other, laughing.. — " They are not able>" 
faid the Czar, ** to furni(h fufficient for my do- 
" minions, and prevent our having riecourfe to fo- 
** reign markets. When they accomplidi this 
^* point, I (hall eafily find means to fend the fur- 
** plus to our neighbours, and even beyond fea ; 
<< and to procure in exchange money, or other 
<* merchandize, of which our country is in need. 
*• Until they have attained that degree of perfect 

tita, 



•* tiofl, even fuppofe they furnifli the quantity we 
** are in want of, we fhall be like the inhabitants 
" of the little Imperial cities^ who work recipro- 
*• cally for each othe^> to earn a livelihood. They 
** all remain poor, and never increafe the riches of 
** their country •" 

XIV. The Czar being one day at dinner at a 
foreign merchant's, whofe daughter was very beau- 
tiful, fell violently in love, and prefled her to make 
a return tohis paffion. But the young lady, as 
virtuous as beautiful, firmly refuied die mod fe^ 
ducing offers, and, dreading his folicitationsf re* 
folved to leave Mofcow by night, without acquaint* 
ing her parents. Taking fome provifions and a 
little money with her, (he ^travelled feveral miles 
on foot, and at lad reached a fmall village, the 
^bode of her nurfe. She difcovered herfelf to her 
fofter filler, whom (he informed of her intention 
to remain concealed. Her nurfe's hufband, a car- 
penter by trade, conducted her to a neighbouring 
wood, where, on a little rifing ground, furrounded 
by a morafs, he haftily built a hut for her refi- 
dence. . . 

The day after her flight, the Czar fcnt 
parents, who were inconfolable for her loft 
at firft thought it a concerted fchenae^ 
olence of their grief undeceived him, 
mi fed a large reward to any one v 
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cover the fugitive. All fearch, however, was 
vain, and her parents went into tnourning. 

A year after, an accident a little uncommon oc*- 
cafioned her difcovery. A colonel, who was ab- 
fent from his regiment on leave, made his way 
into the midft of the wood in purfuit of game, 
came to the morafs, and met the lady. Struct fey 
her beauty, he became immediately ienamoured of 
her, and, after a few queillons, found that ibe was 
the perfon, wbofe lofs had made (b much noife. 
He confoled her, by telling her that the Czar's^ 
heart was engaged elfewhere ; offered to wait oa 
her parents^ and concert with them the means of 
taking her fi-om her iblitary abode. She confented 
to his propofal, and accepted his afliftance with 
gratitude, that led the way to fofter emotions. 
Her parents, overjoyed at finding their daughter, 
determined to apply to Mrs. Catharine ; for this 
was the name then given to the celebrated woman, 
whom Peter afterwards placed upon his throne. 

Catharine fpoke to the Czar, and reprefented, 
in fuch lively colours, all that a delicate girl muft 
have fuffered, fhut up for a whole year in a hut in 
the midft of a morafs, that he was much afiecSled, 
reproached himfelf feverely with the pain he had 
given her, and determined to make her amends. 
He defired to fee her, her parents, and her deli* 
verer ; to the latter of whom he prefented her.— 

" Receive 
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<' Receive from my hand, " faid ht, " the moft 
<< amiable and virtuous of vN^omen. I fettle upon 
<i.her and her heirs three thoufand roubles a^ 
M year." 

This refpeSable woman vrent often to courts in 
full poffeflion of his favour, and the veneration of 
the public. 

XV. Peter rofe always very early in the morn- 
ing ; even in winter, at four o'clock. Almoft 
immediately after, he received reports of public 
affairs, made a light breakfaft, and at fix went to 
the admiralty, fenate, &c. After his dinner, 
which was always at one o'clock, he took his^ 
morning gown, and lay down to fleep for two 
hours On his couch. At four, he returned to the 
bufmefs he had laid afide in the morning, or exa« 
mined what he had ordered to be done. 

His table was frugal, and he loved only plain 
di(hes, fuch as (bup, with four cabbages in it, 
gruel, pig, with four cream- for fauce, cold roafl 
meat, with pickled cucumbers, or falad, lemons, 
lampreys, fait meat, ham, aiid Limbuiy cheefe, of 
which he wras exceedingly fond. Uii:* i 

Before he fat down to table, he (odk 
anifeed water, and, after the repafl^- *' 
of Rudian beer, called ^uafsj or d 
red French wine. 
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Whenever he went out in has carriage, he al* 
ways carried foine cold provifions widi him, he-* 
cauie he ate litde at a time, and often. ^ Although 
the Czar never Tupped, the Emprefs always fat 
down to table in the evening with the family. 



ANECDOTES OF LINNiEUS. 

RELATED BY MR. COXE. 

THE botanical garden of Upfala in Swedeni, 
to which place I had the pleafure of being 
accompanied by the fon of Linjnseus, is fmall, but 
laid out with judgment ; and the colleftion of 
plants, particularly exotics, is numerous. I could 
not avoid regarding, with enthufiafm, this fpot of 
ground, rendered celebrated by the rcfidence of 
Linnseus ; of whom it may be faid, without exag« 
geratlon, that, in the natural hiftory of the globe, 
he left nothing unexplored. 

I flatter myfelf that many of the following aur 
thentic anecdotes, are entirely new to the Engliih 
reader. 

Carl. Von Linne, or, a« he is more known to 
foreigners, Linnaeus, the eldeft fon of Nils Lin- 
rueus, a Swedifh divine, was born on the 24th of 

Mav, 
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May, 1707, at Rafhult, in die province of Smo- 
land. 

His inclination for the ftudies in which he 
afterwards made fo wonderful a progrefs, com- 
menced at a very early period of his life ; and took 
its rife from the following circumftance : — His 
father ufed to amufe hlmfelf in the garden of his 
parfonage with ihe cultivation of plants and 
flowers. LinniEus, while an infant, was foon led 
to take a iharc in this entertainment ; and, befcrc 
he was fcarcely able to walk, expreOed extreme fa- 
tJsfailion when he was permitted to accompany 
him into the garden. As his llrcngih increafed, 
he delighted in digging and planting; and after- 
wards obtained, for his own ufe, a fmall portion 
of ground, which wascalled Charles's garden. He 
foon learnt to diftinguifh the different flowers ; and, 
before he attained the tenth year of his age, made 
fmali excurfions in the neighbourhood of Ra(hult, 
and brought many indigenous plants into his little 
garden. 

Being fent, in 1717, (o fchool a! 
der the tuition of Lanailus, by V 
dulged with the peimill 
ciirlions, he pafled ius 1 
plants, talking of 1 
quainied with their n 
fo abforbed in this ii 
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difregard his other ftudies ; and^made fuch an in- 
confiderable progrefs, that, upon his removal, in 
1724, to the Gymnaftum in the fame town, his 
new mader repeatedly complained of his idleneis. 

Urged by thefe remondrances, his father con- 
ceived his fon to have no tafte for literature, and 
propofed to bind him apprentice to a fhoemaker. 
This deftination would have taken place, if a 
nei^bouring phyfician, whofe name was Roth- 
man, (truck with the boy's great genius, had not 
predided, that he would, in time, become deeply 
/killed in a fcience, to which he feemed naturally 
inclined. 

This fagacious obferver, having prevailed iipon 
the father of Linnaeus to continue' his fon's edu- 
cation, took the boy into his houfe, fupplied him 
with botanical books, and inftrufled him in the firft 
rudiments of phyfic, in which he foon made a 
confiderable progrefs. When his father had ^f- 
fented to this advice, he had defigned him for the 
church ; and was not, without great difficulty, in- 
duced to agree, that he fhould apply himfelf to the 
ftudy of botany and phyfic. 

In 1727, he was fentto the univerfity of Lund ; 
where he acquired, under the celebrated Stobseus, 
the firfl fyftematic principles of natural hiftory. 
Being lodged in that profeflbr's houfe, he enjoyed 
many opportunities of improvement ; and particu- 
larly 



( 
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|»1y ffom a curious ccJlcif^ion of foflils, flielli, 
Hids, and plants. 

In 1728, he was icmoved to the univerfity of 
Upfalai where his narrow circumftances involved 
nim at firit in diftrelTes unfriendly to the purfiilis of 
feience, but which did not, however, obltrmil hJs 
ofual exertions. About this period he began 10 
inge his BihUalheca Bstatiica, his Qajfts, and 
* Genera Planlarum j from whence we niay coUefl, 
how early he had fixed the principles of that me- 
thod, which he afterwards carried to fuch pcrfcc- 
[ tion. 

His knowledge v,is confiderably improved by 
njoumey into l.apiand in 1732, to which he was 
iepuied by the Royal Society of Sciences at Up- 
, in order to inveftigatc the natural liiftory of 
lat unkncrtvn region. But as he received onl/ 
^ gratuity of about eight pounds towards defray- 
j; this expence, he was obliged 10 travel almort 
(he whole way on foot, which he pctforrocd witlt 
r ^reat alacriiy and fpirit. 

He commenced this expedition on ihc nth of 
732 ; (iaye 
iFahlain ; vtfitcd V 
i'Wcnt many hardlhig 
I and returned to I 
V of the following ) 
V40C0 ini!e». 
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.--lif 1 74.1. he at length obtained the objeft of his 
warmeft ambition, the profeflbrfhip of botany in 
the uiviverfity of Upfala. He turned his principal 
Mtentioh and care to the regulation and improve- 
ment of the botanical garden ; which, at the time 
of his appointment to the profeflbrfhip, fcarcely 
contained forty exotics; but produced, in 174J8, 
notwithilanding the obftru£tions arifmg from the 
feverity of the climate, 11 00 fpecies, exdufive of 
indigenous plants and varieties. 

By his incomparable leftures, he raifed the uni- 
verfity to the higheft repute ; and induced many 
foreigners to refort to Upfala. He vras always 
attended by a numerous . audience, and his great 
^rt was not only in fatisfying die curiofity, but 
in gaining the afFej^ion and efteem of the ftu- 
dents. His leftures were diflinguifhed by the 
concifenefs and precifion fo confpicuous in his 
works ; and yet were delivered with a fpirit and 
animation, which inrefiftibly caught the attention 
of the hearers ; for he fpoke with a perfuafion, 
which was infpired by his deep infight, his juft 
conceptions, and his zealous ardour for the know- 
ledge of nature. He difFufed a fudden fpirit of 
enquiry, and kindled among 'his ftudents — a new 
zeal for the ftudy of natural hiftory. 

During the firft years of his refidence at Up- 
fala, he gave public herborifing le£lures in the 
fpring and fummer. In thefe botanical excur- 

Cioiiis 



( 291 ) 

ions he was attended with a band of trumpets 

I and French-horns, and fjllied out at the head of 

I Soo or 300 ftudents, divided into detatched 

I •ompanies. When Ltnna^s was incHned to 

aplain any curious plant, bird, or infefl, which 

I fiad cillier fallen under his own notice, or was 

I fcrought to him by any of the ftudents, the 

1 (trailers were called together by the found of 

mufic, and, crowding round their mafter, liltened 

in refpedful filence, while he offered his obferva- 

tions. 

His reputation was now fo widely fpread in 
[■foreign countries, that he received the moft flatler- 
tng invitations to Pi'terlburgh, to Gottingen, and 
L particularly to Madrid, where he vras offered by 
I tiie king of Spain a very confidcrablc ftipend, the 
•rank of nobility, and the toleration of his religion, 
tlie profpefl c\'cn ol' the moft fplcndid ad- 
(ages, could not fcduce him from his native 
, where he had acquired the eftecra of his 
', and the genera! rcfpefl of his countty- 
1 maintained until the day of hU' 



g every branch' of na- 
1 in the full«ft 
i to his eiidca 
ir fcioK-e. 
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cxpenoCf dofe to the pbyHc^gardcn* He was oc<- 
<arK>nal]y deputed by the dates to make excur- 
^ns into v^ious parts of Sweden, with a view to 
^ advancement of natural hiftory. For this pui^ 
pofe, he« at different times, vifited the iflands of 
Gothland dtd Oeland; the provinces ofSkone and 
Weft Godibnd ; and conrniunicated to the pub-^ 
lie, in bis native language, the itineraries of his 
tl«vels» whkh aie faid to be replete with curious 
and .phSoiophical obfervations ; the general pur- 
port of which was principaHy dire6led in adapting 
natural hiftpry to oeconomical ufes. 
. Many of his fcholars were alfo, under his au- 
fpices, difpatched to various parts of the world, at 
the expence of the public, or c^ particiriar focie- 
ties, and they all feem to have caught from their 
beloved mafter a fpirit of emulation and zeal for 
Cbience. The communications, which he re^ 
tteived from their unremitted labours, fumifhed 
him with fuch information, as enabled his com- 
prehenfive mind to appropriate, as it were, their 
^coverics, and to ** exemplify in a more perfeA 
•< and detailed manner his fyftem of nature." 
Thus his genius may be faid to have difFufed it- 
(elf through the moft diftant regions of the globe ; 
and his fpirit ftill continues to animate the zealous 
difciples of the Linnaean icbooK 
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In the year 1776, a paralytic flrokc clqprivec} 
Linnxus of the ufe of his right fide^ and confinect 
him wholly to his bed. His ftrength gradually 
ibrfook him ; his mental faculties were impaired ; 
and an ague, attended by a dropfy» brought on » 
tranquil diflblution ori the 10th of January, 1778, 
in the feveniy-firft year of his age^ 

His remains were interred in tlic cathedral of 
Upfala, with all the funeral honours which gra- 
titude and refpe£l could infpire. The king of 
Sweden ordered a medal to be (truck, expreffive of 
die dejedlion of Science upon the death of Lin« 
naniS) and a monument to be ereAed over hit 
afhes. His Majefty alfo attended the meeting of 
die Academy of Sciences, in which hisconune-* 
moration fpcech was delivered; and» as a fUQ 
higher tribute to his memory, lamented^ ill a 
fpeech from the throne to the diet of 1778, the ir- 
retrievable lofis which Sweden had fuflfcred from 
his death. 

To the honour of his country and the prefeht 
age, Linnaeus reaped the advantage of his fupe- 
rior genius, by the unfolicited accumulation of 
wealth and honours. In 1753, he was created a 
knight of the Polar-ftar, and ennobled in 1 756. 

His writings brought him> on account of thefr 
number, no inconfiderable emolument ; while his 
lalary as ' protcttbr, his prafticc as a phyfician, 

O 2 "va^- 
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and the prefents which he occafionally received 
ferm his fcholars^ rendered him eafy and inde> 
pendent. He purchafed in the neighbourhood of 
Upfala two efbtes, at Hanmarby and at Saef ja ; 
at the former of which he built a villa ; and at 
his deceafe bequeathed an ample provifion to his 
widow and children. He left foiu* daughters and 
one fon, Charles Linnseus, who fucceeded him in 
the profeflbrlhip, and died on the ift of Novem- 
ber 1783. 

The name of Linnaeus may he clafled amongft 
thofe of Newton, Boyle, Locke, Haller, and other 
great philofophers, who were friends to religion. 
He always teilified in his converfation^ writings^ 
and aftions, the higheft reverence for the Supreme 
Being ; and was fo flrongly imprefled with the 
idea of Omniprefence, that he wrote over the 
door of his library, Innocui vivite^ numen ad eft. 

The great merits of Linnasus, as a naturalift^ 
are to be eftimated from the nide ftate in which 
he found all the branches of natural hiftory, and 
the perfection to which he carried them, in draw- 
ing order out of confufion, and perfpicuity from 
darknefs. His underftanding, comprehenfive, yet 
accurate, was capable of combining and arranging 
an almoft infinite variety of obje£ls, which the 
magnitude of the greateft could not fatigue, nor 
the infignificance of the fmalleft elude. Tho 

mere 
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mere catalogue of his works would make an or- 
dioary pamphlet ; and it would reqirire no fniall' 
volume to trace even the outlines of his fyftem,, 
now dlftinguifhed by the appellation of Linnaean^ 
which new rraethodized and reformed the whole 
compafs of natural hiftory. 

In thefe cxtenfive and various par&its^ Wa 
know not which to admire moft; his; intimate 
knowledge ; his fertility of invention ; his incfe^^ 
fatigable induftry ; his fcientiiic arrangement ; qq 
that wonderful exa£lnefs in difcrimdnating> wliere 
the minuteft ihadcs of dlfiercnce are fcarcely pe]> 
ccptiblc. i ♦• 

The reader, who >s defirous of further intdli^ 
gencc concerning this great naturalift, wiU inibh 
curiofity amply gratified^ from the perufal c£ Di*.* 
Pulteney's " General View of the WrituigaLio(^ 
'* Linnaeus.** In that excellent pubUc4lim» tN^ 
ingenious author has detailed a lift of his nuoif r^ 
ous works, methodically clafled acoi4iQgta tfi9 
sera of their appearance ; ^o which is.fubjoin^-» 
critical account of their general content^. Hc^ 
has alfo traced the progrefs, and laid open the 
leading principles of the Linnasan fyftem, with a 
mafterly precifion and accuracy which could only 
be derived from the moft perfi^d knowledge of the 
fubjeft. 

O + MISCELLA. 



MISCELLANEOUS ANECDOTES OF 
THE LATE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

RELATED BY M. LA TROBE. 

I. ^ I ^H4E Bilbop of Ermeland loft a great por- 
* tkm of his revenues, in confequence of 
Ae occupation of part of Poland by the King of 
, Pruflta. Soon after this event, in the year I773> 
ke waited upon his majefty at Potfdam, and the 
King aiked hiniy ** if^ after- what had happened, 
•^ he could have ftill any friendfhip for him ?''«— 
^ Sini,^ fiud the pi«kte» ** I (haB never ibiget 
# iiiy:duty as a good fubje A to my fovereign.^-^ 
••• I am,*' rcpked the King, " ftill your very good 
** firiendy and prefume llkewife much upon your 
^ fricndftiip ibr me; for (hould St. Peter reftife 
^ roe entranoE into paradife, I hope you will have 
•• the^ giaodnefs ta hide me under your mantle, and 
«* to take me along with you."— <?/r^, returned 
Ae Bilhop, that will fcarce be poffible; your Ma- 
jejly has cut it to9jhort, to admit of my carrying any 
tontrahand goods under it. The King felt the re- 
proof, but {hewed no mark of difpleafure, by 
which the good humour of the company could be 

interrupted. 

11. The 
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a. The King of Pniffia haJIidiH'tliaf IcOK-' 
poral in his regiment of body-guards, who vr^ 
well known as a remarkably handfome and brave' 
young man, wore oat of vanity a watch chain, 
fufpended from a leaden bullet in his fob. He had 
the curiolity to enquire into the circumftance him- 
felf ; and an opportunity was contrived, that the 
King fhoutd meet the corporal as by chance, with- 
out his fufpeAing any defign. ** Apropos, cor- 
« porat/' fold the King, «' you are a brave fellow 
<« to have fpared enough from your pay to buy^ 
•' yoifrielfa watch/'-^** Sire, replied the corpo- 
raJ, «^ I flatter myfelf that I am brave; but as to 
*< my watch, it is of little fignification/* — ^The 
King, pulling out a gold watch fet with diamonds, 
faid,— •" By my watch it is five ; what o'clock 
•• are you^ pray?"— The corporal, pulling out 
his bullet writh a trembling hand, replied ; — -^ My 
<' watch neither tells me five nor fix, but (hews 
«« me clearly die death I am to die in your Ma- 
♦* jefty's fervice/* — •* Well then, returned the 
*< King, that you may likewiie fee the hout 
** among the twelve, in which you are to die in' 
" my fcrvice, I will give you mine/* 

III. General Winterficid was, as it is weu 
known, one of the firft genesis of the late King, 
He was once ordered upon an expedition of grcHx 
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importance/ and the King promifed him an arpiy 
of not lefs than 40,000 men for the undertakings 
But upon muttering his troops, Winterfield found 
that there were hardly 12,000 efibftive men. He 
complained, therefore, to the King; but Frede- 
ric anfwered: — ** Your army is,^in my opinion, 
f * ftrong enough ; when I confider that you are 
"at the head of it." 

IV. The King marched forward with his ar- 
my, and left General Winterfield behind him. He 
had already taken leave of the General^ had mount- 
ed his horfe, and rode on to a confiderable diflancca 
but fuddenly he turned back, and alighting,, he em- 
braced him, and {aid :: — ^' I had ainioft forgot to 
«* give you the only inftrudions you (land in need 
<* of: they are, that you preferve your life for my 
" fake."' But a few days after, the General died 
upon the bed of honour, and the King felt his lofs 
feVerely. 

V. The ladies of the two Prefidents of the 
courts of juftice, and revenue, at Cleve, were conti- 
nually difputing about their refpeftive ranks ; and 
the lady of the Prefident of the court of juftice in- 
fifted, that in all public places, fhe was entitled to 
a rank fuperior to the other. This enraged her 
rival to fuch a degree, that fhe wrote to the King, 
^ prayed that he would decide which of the two 

ladies 
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ladies had a right to go firjl. The King wiote - 
back to her the following laconic anfwer : 
" The greateft fool goes firft. 

^« Frederic.'* 

VI. Ekiring his Majefty's laft painful illnefs, 
that eminent phyfician. Dr. Zimmerman, of Ha- 
nover, attended him. One day, when be: waited: 
upon his Majefty, the King faidfo'him,-^"*You* 

have, Sir, I fuppofe, helped many one int&an-** 
other world." — " Not fo many,-* replied Ziiti-^ 

** merman, " as your Majefty, nor withfo much ' 

<* honour to myfelf." 

VII. While the King was laying out his gar-* 
den at Sans-Souci, a' mill was in his way, and he* 
ordered the miller to be treated with for the piq^J 
chafe of it. The miller was. loth to fell his jni&p 
and the King offered to build him another in*anyr 
part of the country he (hould chufe.' ButalLimJl 
in vain ; the miller would not part with the old fa-- ' 
mily mill. ** Don't you know," faid the King,* 
** that if I pleafe I may take your mill, turn you 
«' out, and not pay you a farthing for it ?— i-" Aye,*' 
replied the miller, ** that you might, if there was 
*' no fuch thing as a fupreme court of juftice at 
*' Berlin." The King laughed heartily, left bifliir 
his mill, and altered the whole plan of his garden." i 

VIII. The King once rang the bel* 
cabinet ; but as nobody anfwered, he op 

O 6 
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door of ^ suftichamber, and found his page faft 
afleep upon a chair. He went up to wake him ; 
but coming nearer, he obiierved a paper in.h?9 
p6ckjst» upon which fomething was written. This 
excited his curiofity. He pulled k out; aiid 
fmad that it was a letter from the pagers mother^ ' 
the contmts ^ of which were i^early as follows i^ 
M She returned her fon many thanks for ii^^, 
*^ money^ he had faved out of his falary, and had^ 
»♦ fent to her, which ha^i proved a very timely af- 
*^ fiftance. God woul^ certainly reward him for 
<( it ; and if he continued to ferve God and his 
'< king laithfuUy and confcientioufly» he could not 
** fail of fiicceis and pro{|)erity in this world." — 
Upon reading this, the King ftept fc^tly into his 
clofet, fetched a rouleau of ducats, and put it, with 
the letter, into the page's pocket. He then rang 
fo long till the page awcdce and came into the 
clofet. *• You have been afleep, I fuppofe,** faid 
the King. The page could not deny it ; ftam- 
mered out an excufe ; put, in his embaralsment^ 
his hand into his pockety and felt the rouleau of 
ducats. He immediately pulled it ouf,, turned 
pale, and looked at the King with tears in his 
cj^-es. •'* What's the matter with you T' faid the 
King. **Oh!" replied the page, ** fomebody 
*♦ has contrived my ruin ; I know notliing of this 
*• money."— <• IVhat God bejiows^'' returned the 

King 
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King, «* he heft<ms in pep ♦. Send the money* 
« to your mother ; give my refpe^ to her,^ and- 
♦• inform her, that I will taktf care of both her 
•* and you/' 

IX. When Voltaire was at the Pruflian court, 
and peaceably enjoyed the higheft admiration and' 
praife that fuperior talents and wit could infure^ 
an Englifb gcntleman^ arrived at BerKn,. who had 
fo extraordinary a memory, that he could repeat 
a long compofition, m profe or, verlc^ if once read 
or Tecited to him^ without miffing a word. The 
King had the curiofky to put him to the tcft«f 
The Englifhman appeared, and fucceeded to the 
aftoniSunent of the whole court. It happened, 
that immediately after this trial, Voltaire fept the 
King word, that, with the King^is permiffion> he 
ihould do himfelf the honour to read to him a poem 
he had juft finiflied. The King gave him per- 
- miffion to come ; but at the fame time re(<dved 
to divert himlelf at the expence of the poet. He 
accordingly placed the Englifhman behind ai 
fcreen, and ordered him ta pay particular atteiw 
ti<Hi to what Voltaire fhould read. Voltaire came, 
and read his poem with much empha(is> in hopes' 
of obtaining the King's warm approbation. But, 

• A German proverb. 
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to his great difappointment, the KingYeemed per^ 
&SQy cold and indifferent to what he was readings . 
T)xe poem was finiihed. Voltaire afked the King ■ 
his opinion of it, and re;ccived for anfwcr;-^-' 
That his Majefty had lately obferved, that 
Monfieur Voltaire fathered the wprks of others, ^ 
and gave them out for his own^ This was a 
degree of effrontery he fhould not have thought 
him capable of, and he could not tut be highly 
diTpleafedatit." 
Voltaire was afloniflicd. He complained that 
he was wronged, and declared that he did not de- 
ferve the reproach. " Well then," faid the King,. 
<* come, forth, Sir, and repeat the verfes of which 
" Voltaire pretends to be the author." — ^The En- . 
gliftiman came forward, and, with great compo- 
fure, repeated the poem, without miffing a fingle 
pafTage. '* Now/* cried the King, " are you . 
*« not obliged to confefs that my accufation is 
'• founded in truth?" — <* Heavens!" cried Vol- 
taire, •' why fleeps your lightning ! Why is your 
" vengeance withheld from punifhing the crimes 
«« of a mifcreant, who dares to rob me of my 
<* laurels! Here forccry is employed, and I am 
" driven to defpair!" — The King laughed heartily 
at this fcene of pbetic fury, and rewarded the £ng- 
lifliman liberally for the amufement he had pro- 
cured him. 

X. The 
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^ X. The day before the bloody, but decifivc 
battle at Leuthen, in which the Auftrian army, 
commanded by Charles, Prince of Lothringia, 
was very fuperior in number to the Pruflian forces, 
the King ordered all his officers to attend him> 
and made the following fpeech to them : — 

*« Gentlemen, I intend to march, againft the 
" enemy to-morrow, and to give him battle. A^ 
*' the fuccefs of the whole campaign depends en- 
/* lirely upon the event of this battle^ and as it 
*' will decide who is to be the future mafter q^ 
'^ Silefia, I have ordered you to attend me-, in or- 
'« der to tell you, that I expeft every one of you 
" to do his duty in the ftridleft manner, and to 
«* exert himfelf to the utmoft of his power. 

" I defire that every one of you, in his partir 
*^« cular port, attend to the word of command, 
" and lead on his troops with undaunted courage 
" and bravery ; in fhort, that every one approach 
** the enemy with fixed refollition to conquer or 
'* die. If all of you, without exception, arc of 
" my mind, I am fure of victory. 

I am porfedly well informed where the 

ftrength and where the weaknefs of the enemy 
" lies ; and I fliall therefore place every corps in a 

fituation in which it will fight widi advantage 
" to itfclf. It will then only depend on you, to 

" fight 
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<* fight with manly courage, and old Prulfiatf 
^< b^very^ 

f< If any one of yoti Is a coward ; if any one i^ 
•* not detertnined to facrifice hrs fife for Ju» ^ 
♦* country ,^ let him ftep forward, before he mab 
** others as cowardly as himfelf ! Let him flii|K&- ': 
•* forward, and he fhall immediately receive 
** difcharge, without ceremony or reproach/' 

After a fliort paufe, one of the (laff-officers faid^ .;,»■'*? 
with enthtifiafm in the name of all the reft, *f We " ' 
•* are all ready to facrifice our lives for your Ma- 
" jefty.'* 

The King then Concluded his fpeech with ap- 
parent compofure and fatisfa^icm as follows : 

" I fee there is none amongft )rou who does 
»< not poffefs true heroifm. But thoogh I am 
" convinced of this, I fliall take particular no- 
" tice. whether each of you fulfils his promife,. 
*^ and does his duty faithfully ; I fliall be in thc^ 
** front, and in the rear. I fliall fly from one 
•* wing to the other* No fquadron, no company^ 
<« will efcape my ftri£left attention ; and whom- 
" foever I then find exerting himfelf, and doing 
** his duty to the utmoft of his power, upon him 
«* will I heap honour and favour, and I fliall ne- 
** ver forget it ; but whoever ncgleSs his charge 
<* may go about his bufincfs, and never again fliew 
<* himfelf before me/* 

to 
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TTic glorious viftory which crowned the bravery 
of the Pruflians in the battle which enfued, is 
well known ; and it was followed by the fubjec- 
tion of all Silefla« 

XL A fliort time before the King's death, a 
good appointment had been given to a fubaltern 
in his army. The warrant was, as ufual,. laid be- 
fore die King for his approbation and fignature ; 
biit, inftead of figning it, he drew under it a man 
lianging upon a gallows ; having sccolledted fomc 
particular occurrence in which he had behaved 
improperly, and rendered himfelf unworthy of 
promotion. 

XIL When in the Bavarian wsr, the King of 
Pruflia retired with his army out of Bohemia, the 
Prince of Pruflia ♦ conduflted die divifion under 
his command, with fo much fkill, courage, and 
fuccefs, that the King exprefled lus admiratioii 
and fatisfadion in the warmeft terms. He after* 
wards went to meet him, and faid to him, — 
'< From this day I (hall no more look upon you 
" as my nephew.^ The Ptince was ftruck at- 
being addrefled in this manner ; but the King 
foon relieved him, by adding, — *' I (hall in fu- 
" tiirc conlidcr you as my fon. You have done 
*« every thing that the moft experienced qf my 
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" generals, every thing that I myfelf could have 
*• done upon the occafion." 

XIII. When the King of Pruffia and the Em-. 
peror met at Neifle, they once happened to come 
together to the bottom of a flight of flairs, and 
neither would go up firft, and take precedence of 
the other. They flood and bowed, and (craped, 
and complimented, and each politely wiflied to 
give way to the other. At laft the King of PruiCa 
got behind the Emperor, and pufhed him forward* 
" Ho! ho!" faid the Emperor, '* if you begiu 
^* manoeuvre wkh me^ I muft unavoidably go 
'* where you pleafe 1" and walked up firft. 

XIV. A French nobleman^ who waited upon 
the King at Sans-Souci, expreffed his aftoniih-i 
ment at feeing the Emperor's portrait in every 
apartment of the palace, and aflced the King what 
might be the reafon of his thus honouring the por- 
trait of his greatcft enemy ? — " Oh !.** faid the 
King, «* the Emperor is a bufy and enterprifing. 
" young monarch, and I find it necelTary always 
" to have an eye upon him." 
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ANECDOTES CONCERNING SHAKE- 
SPEARE'S JUBILEE. 

REMARKABLE events have been indebted 
for their origin to very unpromifing inci- 
dents. 

A w^ealthjr clergyman purchafed the houfe and 
gardens of Shakefpeare, at Stratford upon Avon^ 
A man of tafte in fuch a iituation, and mailer of 
fo enchanting a fpot^ would have congratulated 
himfclf on his good fortune, and have deemed hini« 
felf the bappiefl of mortals. But the lucklefs and 
Ignorant owner trod the ground, which had been 
cultivated by the firft genius of the world,, without 
feeling thofe emotions which aiUe in the bifeaft of 
the generous enthufiaft. 

The mulbeny-tree, planted by the poet's own 
hand, became an obje£l of diflike to this taftelefs 
owner of it,, becauie it overihaded his window, 
and rendered his houfe, as he thought, fub)e£l to 
damps and moifture. In an evil hour,, the un- 
liappy pried ordered the tree to be cut down. 

The people of Stratford, who had been taught 
to venerate every thing which related to the im- 
mortal Shakefpeare^ were feized with grief and 
aftonifliment when they were informed of the fa^ 
crilegious deed ; and nothing lefs dian the deitruc- 

tioa 



( 3o8 ) 

tion of the offender^ in the firfl: tranfports of their 
rage, would fatisfy them. The miferable cvlprit 
was forced to fculk up and down, to fave himfelf 
from the rage of the Stratfordians^ He was ob- 
liged at laft to leave the town> amidft the curfes of 
the populace, who folemnly vowed never to fuQcr 
one of the fame name to rellde in Stratford, 

Thie mulberiy-tr^e, thus cut down, was pur- 
chafed by .a carpenter, who, knowing the value 
which all the world profefled for any thing which 
belonged to Shakefpeare, very ingenioufly cut it 
into various fhapes, of fmall trunks, fnufF*boxes» 
tea-chefts, ftandilhes, tobacco-ftoppers^ &c. The 
corporation of Stratford bought fereral of this 
man's curious manufadure of ^e mulberry-tree ; 
and, influenced by good fenfe and fuperior 
tafte, they incloled the freedom of Stratford in a 
box made of this facred wood, and (ent it to M^. 
Garrick ; at the fame time they requefted of him^ 
in very polite terms, a buft, ftatuc, or piilure of 
his admired Shakefpeare, which, they informed 
him, they intended to place in their town-halL 
In tlie fame letter, with equal politencfs, they 
afliired him they Ihouki be no lefs pleafed, if he 
would oblige them with his own pifture, to be 
placed near to his favourite author, in perpetual 
remembrance of both. 

This 
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This judicious and well-timed compliment gav« 
rife to the Jubliee of Shakefpeare. In September 
1769, an amphitheatre was eredted at Stratford^ 
upon the4)lan of Ranelagh, decorated with vari- 
ous devices, Tranfparencies were invented for the 
townJioufe, through which the poet's moft ftrik- ■ 
ing charafters were feen* ' A fmall old houfe^- , 
where Shakefpeare was bom, was covered over 
with a curious emblematic tranfparency. The fub- 
jcSt was the fun fhruggling through clouds, to en* 
lighten the world, — a figurative reprefentation of 
the fate and fortunes pf the much beloved bard. 

The Jubilee laiSed three days ; during which 
time, entertainments of oratorios, concerts, pa- 
geants, fire-works, &c were prefented to a veiy 
brilliant and numerous company, adembled from 
all parts of the kingdom. Many perfons of the 
higheS quality and rank, of both fexes, fome of 
thie>moft celebrated beauties of the s^e, axid men 
4t{lingui(hed for their genius and love of the ele- 
gant arts, thought themfelves happy to fill the 
grand chorus ot this high fedivaU 

Mr. Foote indulged in the fallies of that wit, 
which feemed to pleafe alli^'fparing none. Mr. 
Colman, by a cheerful vivacity and ready urba- 
nity, engaged the, attention of all about ham. The 
hiftorian of Corfka, and the friend of Dr. John- 
fofly Mr. Bofwell, a man as. much celebrated for 

• : 
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his humanity, as known for his romantic turn of 
mind, diffinguifhed himfelf by the name of Corfica 
Bofwell, which words were infcribed on the out- 
fide of his hat in large letters. 

No company, fo various in charadler, temper, 
and condition, ever formed, at leaft in appear- 
ance, fuch an agreeable groupe of happy and con- 
genial fouls. 

Mr. Garrick's ode oivShakefpeare was that part 
of the general exhibition, which moft excited the 
regard, and gained the applaufe of the candid and 
judicious part of the company. 

Mr, Garrick, who always joined the ftrifteft 
oeconomy to the moft liberal expenditure, brought 
Shakefpeare's Jubilee from Stratford to Drury- 
lane. The public was fo charmed with this un- 
common pageant, which was ingenioufly con- 
trived and judicioufly managed, that the rcprefen- 
tation of it was repeated near one hundred times. 
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CHARACTERISTIC TRAITS OF THE 
MODERN ASIATICS. 

RELATED BY M- VOLNEY. 

WHEN an European arrives in any part of 
the eaftem world, what appears the moft 
extraordinary to him, in the exterior of the inha- 
bitants. Is the almoft total oppofition of their man- 
ners toTiis'own. It feems as if fome premedi- 
tated defign nad determined to produce an infinity 
of the moft ftriking contrafts, between the people 
of Afia and thofe of Europe. We wear fhort and 
clofe drefles ; their's are long and ample. We 
fufFer our hair to grow, and fhave the beard ; they 
let the beard grow, and fhave the head. With 
us, to uncover the head is k mark of refpedl; 
with them> a naked head is a fign of folly. Wq 
falute in an inclined pofture ; they uprights We 
pafs our lives ereft; they are almoft continually 
featcd. They fit and eat upon the ground ; we 
upon raifed feats. 

With refpeS to language, likewife, their man- 
ner of writing is direftly contrary to ours ; and the 
greateft part of our maiculirie nouns are feminine 
with them. To the bulk of travellers thofe con- 
trafts only appear whimfical ; biit it may be int^- 
refting to philofophcrs to enquire into the caufes 
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of To great a diverfity of kabits, in men who have 
Che fame wants^ and in nations which appear ta 
have the fame common origin* 

Another diftinguifliing chara6leriftic, no lefs re- 
markable, is that religious exterbr obfervable in 
the countenances, converfation, and geftures of the 
inhabitants of Turkey. In the ftreets, every one 
appears with two firings of beads. We hear no» . 
thing but emphatical exclamations of Ta Allah ! 
OGod! Allah akbar! God moft great! Allah 
taalal God moft high i Every inftant the ear is 
ftruck with a profound figh, or noify eruSation^ 
which follows the pronouncing of fome one of the 
ninety-nine epithets of God ; foch as Ya rani ! 
Source of riches ! Ta Jobhan I O moft to be 
praifed! Ta majlourl O impenetrable! If a man 
fells bread in the ftreets, he does not cry bread, 
but exclaims Alia Kerim; God is liberal. If he 
fells water, he cries Allah djawad; God is gene- 
rous ; and io of other articles. The ufual form 
of falutation is, God preferve thee ; and of thanks, 
God pratcSl thee, — Thefe men then are very de- 
vout, fays the reader ? Yes ; but without being * 
the better in confequence of this devotion ; for . 
their zeal is no other than a fpirit of jealoufy and 
contradiftion, arifing from the diverfity of reli- 
gions ; fiQce in the Chriftian, a profeflion* of his 
faith is a bravado^ an a£i of independence ^ and in 

the 
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the Mahometan, an aflt of fiipcrldrily and poWer. 
This devoutnefs, therefotc, merely the oSkpr\nga£ 
pride and profoond ignnrahce, b no better than a 
fanatic fuperftition, and the fouxce of inrnimera* 
ble difordecs. 

There is ftill another charaAeriftic in the exte« 
rior of the Orientals, which attradls the attention 
of an obferver ; — -'I mean th^ir grave and phlegm 
matic air, in every thing they do or fay. Infijead 
of that open and cheerful countenance, wrhich we 
either naturally poiTefs or aflume, their behaviour 
is ferious, auftere, and melancholy. They rariely 
laugh ; and the gaiety of the French appears to 
them a fit of delirium. When they fpeak, it is 
with deliberation, without gefturcs, and without 
paflion. They liflen without internipting you* 
They are filcnt for whole days together ; and by 
no means pique themfelves on fupporting convcr- 
fution. If they walk, it is always leifurely and 
on bnlincfs. They have no idea of our trouble-^ 
fonv: aflivity, and our walks back>vards and for- 
wards for amufement. Continually feated, they 
pafs tlie whdie day mufing, Avith their legs crofled, 
their pipes in their mouths; and alraoft without 
cliangrng their attitude. It fhould feem, as if 
motion were a punifluncnt to them, and that, likff 
the Indians, they regard inaAbn, as eflential^o 
happinefs. * ^ 
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With refpe£l to their indolence, it is not fur- 
prifmg that the inhabitants of the cities and die 
country, fatigued ivith labour, fhouki have an in* 
clination to repofe. But it is remarkable, that 
when thefe people are once in action, they exert 
themfelves with a vivacity and ardour alrooft un- 
known in our clinptes. This is more particu* 
lariy obfervable in the fea-ports and commercial 
towns. An European cannot but admire, with 
what a£iivity the failors, with their naked arms 
and legs, handle the oars, bend the fails, and per* 
form every manoeuvre ; with what ardour the por- 
ters unload a boat, and carry the heavieft coufies. 
Always finging, and anfwering by couplets, topne 
whcf direfts their labour, they perform all their 
motions in cadence, and redouble their exertions 
by making them in time. 

A fource of gaiety among us is the fi^ inter- 
courfe between the two fexes, which prevails more 
particularly in France, The effedl of which is, 
that even without any particular views, the men 
endeavour to obtain the good opinion of the wo- 
men, and fludy to acquire the manners mod likely 
to enfure it. Now, fuch is the nature, or fuch 
^e education of the fex, that the firft merit in their 
eyes, is to be able to amufe them \ and nothing is 
[o certain of fucceeding with them, as fprightlinefs 
andJhirth. Hence we have contracted a habit of 

trifling. 
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trifling, pcJitmefs, and frivolity, which is become 
the didinguifhing charaAer of the French nation 
in Europe. 

In AGa, on the contraty, the women ate ligo- 
roufly excluded frrai the fociety of men. Con- 
ftantiy (hut up in thdr houfes^ they have no com- 
munication but with their huHiand, their father, 
their brother, or af^niod with their courm-german. 
Carefully veiled in the {h^ets, they dare hardly 
rpeak to. a man, even on buiinefs. Every body 
mud be ftrangcrs to them; and they muft be al- 
lowed to pafs, as if there were foioething con- 
tagious in their nature. And indeed, this is nearly 
the idea of the Orientals, who entertain a goyral 
lentiment of contempt for that lex. It may be 
aHced, wliat is the caufe of Ais ? The fame which 
operates on every thing — the laws and government. 
They are denied the pofleflion of any Unded pro- 
perty, and Co completely deprived of every-\itMl ckT 
perfonal liberty, as to be left dependant all their' 
lives on a hufband, a father, or a relation. In 
this {iare of flavery, having nothing ai their difpo> 
f.ii, wc c;innoc fopjiofc it very ncceffary to folicit 
their favour, or to ati.ipt that gaiety of manners 
they finil fo captivating. The govcrrraent and 
laws are, wj doulK, '-h. i. ;~i i.ni ulTc nf this fe- 
q«c(}i4l-.on(<f Th!r ■ 
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feeing a wife or daughter carried off by fome pow- 
erful man, thcAfiatics would be lefs anxious, to 
conceal them from ftrangers. 

The fituation of the women among the Orien- 
tals, occafions a great contraft between their'man- 
, ncrs and ours. Such is their dqlicacy on this • 
h^, that they never fpeak of them ; and it would 
bp cfteemed highly indecent to mak« any enquiries 
of the men refpefting the women of their family. 
We muft be confiderably advanced in familiarity 
with them to enter into a converfation on fuch a 
fubjefl; and when we then/ give them fome ac- 
count of our manners, it is impoffible to exprefs 
their amazement. They are unable to conceive 
how our women go with their faces uncovered," 
when, in their country, an uplifted veil is the mark 
of a proftitute, and the fignal for a love adventure. 

When !^ontefquieu affigns polygamy as one of 
the caufes of depopulation in Turkey, he is ir^ 
t'le right ; but it is one of the lead confiderable, 
as there arc few but the rich who allow themfelves 
a- plurality of women. The common people, and 
especially thofe in the country, content them- 
felves with one ; and perfons are fometimes'to be 
met with, even among the higher ranks," who are 
wife enough to imitate their example. 

What we are able to learn of the domeftic life 
of the hufbands, who have fe\'eral wives, is nei- 
ther 



tJier calculated to make their lot envied, nor to 
give a high idea of this part of Mahomet's legifla- 
tion. Their houfe is a perpetual fcene of tumult 
and contention. Nothing is to be heard but 
quarrels between the different wives, and com- 
plaints made to the hufband. The four legal 
married women complain that their flaves are 
preferred to them ; and the flaves, that they are 
abandoned to thcjcaloufy of their miftrefles. If 
one wife obtains a trinket, a token of favour, or 
permiflion to go to the bath, all the others require 
the fame, and league together in 'the common 
caufe. To reftore peace, the polygamift is ob- 
liged to afTume the tone of a defpot, and from thait 
moment he meets with nothing but the fenti- 
merfts of flaves, the appearance of fondnefs, and 
real hatred. In vain does each of thefc women 
proteft ftie loves more than the reft ; in vain xib 
they fly, on his entering the apartments, to pre*- 
fent him his pipe and his flippers, to prepare hife 
dinner, to ferve him his coffee ; in vain, whilft his 
is effeminately ftretched out upon his carpet, do 
they chacc away the flies which incommode him ^ 
all thefe attcnfions and careffes have no^jlditr^ck^ 
jeft, than to procure an addition to tfieir triiikcts 
and moveables, that if he fliould repuifiate th^, 
they may be able to tempt another hufband^ itt 
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find a refource in what becomes tbcir only property. 
They arc merely courtezans, who think of nothing 
but to ftrip their lover before he quits them ; and 
tbb lover, teazed by feigned fondnefs, and tor- 
mented with all theliftleflhefs of fatiety, is far from 
enjoying, as we^may well imagine,' an enviable 
fituation. 

In the cities where we fee moft aftivity, Alep- 
jpoy Damafcus, and Cairo, all their amufements 
confift in going to the bath, or meeting together 
in cofFee-houfes, which only refemble ours in 
name. There, in a large room, filled with fmoak, 
feated on ragged mats, the wealthier clafs of peo- 
ple pafs whole days in fmoaking their pipes, talk- 
ing of bufinefs in concife phrafeiS, uttered at long 
intervals, and frequently in faying nothing. Some- 
times the dullnefs of this filent aflembly is relieved 
by the entrance of a finger, feme dancing girb, or 
one of thofe. ftory-tellcrs they call nafliid, who, to 
obtain a few paras, relates a tale, or recites verfes 
from fome ancient poet. Nothing can equal the 
attention with which they liilen to this orator. 
People of all ranks have a very extraordinary paf- 
Con for this fpecies of amufement. 

A European traveller is not a little furprifed to 
fee the Turkifh failors, when the weather is calm, 
afiemble on the deck, and attentively liilen for two 
or three hours together to a declamation, which 

the 
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the mofl: unexperienced car muft at once perceive 
to be poetry, from the exaSnefs of the meafure, 
and the continually recurring rhymes. 

It is not in this alone that the common people 
of the Eaft excel ours in delicacy. The populace, 
even in the great cities* notwithftanding the tur- 
bulence of their difpofitions, are never fo brutal as 
we frequently fee them with us ; and they have the 
great merit of not being addided to drunkennefs^ 
a vice from which even our country peafants are 
not free. Perhaps this is the only real advantage 
produced by the legiflation of Mahomet ; unlefs 
we niay add the prohibition of games of chancc» 
for which the Orientals have therefore no tafte 
Chefs is the only amufement of this kind they hold 
in any eftimation ; and we frequently find amOng 
them very (kilful players. 

Of all the different fpecies of public exhibitions, 
the only one they know, and which is common at 
Cairo alone, is that of ftroUers, who Ihew feats of 
ftrength like our rope dancers, and tricks of flight of 
hand like our jugglers. We there fee Ibme of them 
eating flints, others breathing flames, fome cutting 
their arms, or perforating their nofes, without re- 
ceiving any hurt, and others devouring ferpents. 
The people, from whom they carefully conceal 
the fecrets of their art, entertain a fort of venera* 
tion for them, and call theie extraordinary p^« 
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formances, yvhidi ^ppcaj to h^ve been very ancieut 
in thefe countries, by a name which fignifies pro- 
digy or miracle. This, propenfity to admiration 
is a remarkable feature in the chaia£ier of the 
Orientals, 

The converfatlon of thefe people appears at firft 
to have a fort of coldnefs ; but when we are more 
accuftomed to it, we find ourfelves greatly attached 
to them. Such is the good opinion wiith which 
thofe vrfio have ba^ moft communication with, 
them hzvk been ioafVefled> that the greater part of 
our . tf ayclfers tnd mcfclTi«^vvho haye jfnpwa 
th^m bc% allow that they &id ih them a peopleof 
a- more hum^Qe and generous charadler, and pof- 
&Sh^g more fimplicity, and more refined and open 
manners, than even the inhabitant? of European 
countries. 



A CURIOUS AMERICAN ANECDOTE. 

RELATED BY DR. BURNABY, A. P.. 1 764. 

THE charafter of the inhabitants of MafTachii- 
fetts Bay, is much improved in comparifon of 
what it was ; but puritanifm, and a fpirit of perfc- 
cution, is not yet totally cxtingulftied. The gen- 
try 
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try of both fcxes are hofpitablei and goodUnaturedr 
There is an iir of civility in their behaviour, bid 
it is conffarained by formality and precifeneft. Even 
the women, though eafmefs of carriage, ift pecu-i 
liary charafleriftic of their nature, appear her6 
with more ftiffncfs and referve than in the other 
colonies. 

The lower clafs of people are more in the ex- 
treme of this charafter ; aild, which is cdnftantly 
mentioned asv Angularly peculiar to them, are im- 
pertinently curious and inquifitive^ 

I was told of a gentleman of Philadelphia, who, 
in travelling through the fNFOvinces of New Eng- 
land, having met with many impertinerfces from 
thii extraordinary ttiffi of eh^jTafier, at length fell 
upon an expedient almoft as extraordinary to gtet 
jid of them. He had obferved, when he went 
into an ordinary ^^ that every individual in the 
family had a queftion or two to propofe to him 
relative to his hiftory ; and that, till each was ia- 
tisfied, and they had conferred and compared to^ 
gether their infortnation, there was no poflibility 
of procuring any refrefhment. He^ therefore, tbd 
moment he went into any of thefe places, eil- 
quired for the niaftcr, the miftrefs, the fons, thcj 
daughters, the men-fervants, and the maid-fer- 

* Inns m9 fo diUcd in As^ica* 
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.vants; and, having aflembled them aU togetber, 
lie began in this manner : — ** Worthy people, I 
.*' am B. F. of Philadelphia, by trade» a » 

^' jand a bachelor. I have fome relations at BqF- 
*' ton^to whom I am going to malfe a vifit* J^ 
*< ftay will be {hort» and I (hall then return an<^ 
** manage my bufmefs. as' a prudent man oug^t 
^^ to do. This is all I know of myfelf, and ail 
^* I can poiEbly inform you of. I beg, theze** 
*' fore, that you will have pity upon me and my 
<< horfe, and give us both fome refrelhment.'* 



AN EXTRAORDINARY AMERICAN 

ANECDOTE. 

ItELATED BY DR. BURNABY. 

I CANNOT take leave of the province ©f 
Mafl[achufett*s Bay, without relating a very 
extraordinary ftory, communicated to me by per- 
fons of undoubted credit, as it further tends to 
illullratc the charafler and manners of its inha- 
bitants. 

Some years ago, a commander of one of his 
Majefty's fhips of war, being ftatjoned at Boflqp, 
had orders to cruifc from time to time, in order 

JO 
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to proted; our tradei and diilrefs the enemy. It 
happened unluckily that he returned from oni 
of his cruifes on a Sunday ; and, a» he had left 
Ills lady at Bofton, the moment ihe heard of the 
Chip's arrival, (he hailed down to the water-fide, 
in order to receive him. The captain^ on land*, 
ing, . embraced her with tendernefs and aflfeAion.. 
This, as there were feveral fpeftltors by, gave 
great offence^ and was confidered as an a<^ of in- 
decency, and a flagrant profanation of the Sabbatlu 
The next day, therefore, he was fummoned before 
the magvftrates, who> with many fevere rebukes 
and pious exhortations, ordered him to be pub- 
licly whipped. The captain ftifled his indigna- 
tion and reientment as much as poiTible ; and as 
the puniihment, from the frequency of it, was 
/. not attended with any great degree of ignominy 
or difgcace, he mixed with the beil company, w^s. 
well received by them, and they were apparently 
good friends. At length the time of the ftatioft 
expired, and he was recalled. He went,c therefore,, 
with fceming concern, to take leave of his wor- 
thy friends ; and that they mi^t foend one more 
happy day together before their nnal ieparation,, 
he invited the iprincipal magiftrates and iekft 
men to dine with him on board his (hips upon 
yie day of his departure.. They accepted the invi- 

• -HitloB) anil nothing could be more joyous and 

• V ' . P 6 convivial 
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convivial Ihan the entertainment which he gav«r 
them: 

' At length the fatal moment arrived that was to 
feparate them. The anchor was a-peak, the fails 
vrctt unfurled, and nothing \vas wanting but the 
fignal to get under way. The captain,' after tak- 
ing an afe£tionate leave of his worthy friends 
accompanied them upon deck, where the boatfwain 
and crew were in readinefs to receive them. He 
there thanked them afrefli for the civilities they 
had fhewn^him, of which, he faid, be fliould re- 
tain an eternal remembrance ; and to which he 
wiflied it had been in his power to have made a 
more atdequate return. One point of civility only 
remained to be adjufted between them, which, as 
it was in his power, fo he meant moft fully to re- 
com pence them. He then reminded them of 
what had pafled, and ordering the. crew to pinion 
them, had them brought, one by one, to the gang« 
way, where the boatfwain ftripped of their fhirts, 
. and, witli a cat of nine tails, laid on the back of 
each forty (Iripes, fave one. They were then, 
amidfl the Ihouts and acclamations of the crew, 
flioved^ into their boats ; and the captain, imme- 
diately getting under way, failed for England. 



ANEC- 
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ANECDOTE OF SIR GEORGE 

RODNEY. 

DURING Sir George Rodney's late rcfidence 
in Paris, fo great was his indigence, that he 
frequently knew not where to apply fw a dinner. 
Monfieur de Sartine, no ftranger to his profeilional 
abilities, thought this a proper time to wean \ns 
afleflions from his country, arid therefore employ- 
ed the Duke de Biron, to make him an' ofier of the 
command of the French Wett India fleet, with a 
fum of money that fhould reftorc him to independ- 
encci 

The Duke, in confeqoence of this, invited Sir 
George to fpcnd a month at his houfe, and in the 
courfc ^ that time jfrequently founded him with 
great delicacy on the fubjed ; but not being able 
to make himietf properly underQood, he at laft 
openly declared to him, " that as his Royal Maf- 
ter meant the Weft Indies to be the theatre of 
the prefent war, he was commiflioned to make 
the handforaeft offers to Sir GQ||ge, if he would 
quit the Engllfh fervice, and take u* the 

command of a French fquadron," , 

after hearing him with great tem 
made him this anfwer : — " Sir, my 
" true, have driven me from the 
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•* country; but no temptation whatever can 
<' e(bange me from her fervice* Had this offer 
<* been a voluntary one of your own, I fhould 
** have deemed it an infult ; but I am glad to 
*' learn that it proceeds from a quarter that can 
<< do no wrong!*' The Duke de Biron was Co 
ftruck widi the public virtue of the old Britifh 
Tar, that he inftantly exclaimed,—'' It is a pity 
^* fo gallant an officer ihould be loft to his country. 
•< Will a thoufand Louis, d'ors enable you to ie« 
<< vifit it, and tender your fervices to your So- 
«< vercign ?" The other replied they would. The 
•Duke immediately advanced him the fum, with 
which Sir George fet out the next day for Eng^ 
land» where he had not arrived a week, before he 
returned the Duke's loan, accompanied with the 
moft grateful letter, for the fmgular obligation he 
had fo politely conferred upon him.—** This man 
<* may be trufted by his country !'* 
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ANECDOTES CONCERNING FOREIGN 

TRAVEL. 

RELATED BY MR. SHERtOCK. 

MANY people fay travel is ufclcfs ; many 
more fay it is pernicious. I never knew 
any perfon who had travelled, an enemy to travel ^ 
and I do not think that any one elfe can judge* 

But vtrhat can be the ufe of it» fay they I May 
not a man eat» drinks deep, perform all the ani* 
mal fim^ons of life, and be a very honeft virorthy 
charadler^ without ever vifiting Fnmce or Italy i 
He may> not only without feeing Italy or France» 
but without ever learning to read. 

The principal' objedion is, that a young man'fr 
morals will be corrupted. Were this aflertioo to 
be advanced by »i. inhabitant of a viUiage in 
Switzerland, or by a father in a very, remote pro- 
vincial town of England, who never meant that 
his fcm ihould quit the place of his birth, I fbouU 
readily acquiefce with him. But to imagine that 
4iere is more vice in any capital in Europe than 
there is in London^ is indeed a very miflaken 
notion. 

> :-The three chief rocks on which youth is wreck- 
ed, are v^omen, wine^ and play. A drunkard is a 

charaAer 



charafter unknown in France. If a man, only 
fluQieJ' witfi Cquor, came into company, the 
men would look coldly on him, and the women- 
would not fpeak to him. That door would never 
be opened to him again. Drinking is confidered 
as a vice fo low and difgufting, that it is held in 
contempt even by the common people. That vice 
then a iman could never learn there. If he -were 
unhappy enough to be addifted to it, and had any 
fenfe of ihame, travel would be a very probaUe 
means to cure him. 

I hdve known Engliflimen abroad lofe a great 
deal of money at play ; but, nine times in ten, it 
was playing with Engliflimen. If a ma» has that 
vice conftitutionally, and brings it from home with 
him, he will feek houfes of play ; which, by the way, 
are infinitely lefs numerous there than here. If 
he feeks bad company, he may find it every where ; 
and if he gets into a playing fet in France, he is 
fure to be plundered without mercy. Pretty Wo- 
men and deep (harpers (fome of them men of 
rank) labour together to heat his head, while they 
keep theirs cool ; and when tlicy deprive him of his 
i^nderftanding, which they always efkSi by one 
means or another, they mafTacre him without 
compaflion. But, I repeat it, thefe houfes are 
fcarce ; and no man will get into them that does 
not feck them. 

To 
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To fay tlic mith, in point of gaming, tticEnf;1tfh 
C'jrnipt the French, rather than the French lltfi 
Kiiglifli. Wiuiefs horfe-racing, which they have 
iiiiroduceil unong them. Gaming, indeed, is a 
. naii'3nal vice in England; iIk common people are 
toiitinua'.ly making beats ; and it is a trait by 
Nvhich a" Englithmaii is remarked abroad, that 
when he is preifcd in an argument, he always 
fiipports himfelf by 'Je ^r.ns que fi \ to which a 
Frenchman, wlio haa not gfiicrjily To nu«:Ii 
much money to rilk, aiifwcrs with a gcnUe air, 
Hin, M^tif'turij* m parit pas. 

As to women — I muit teli a llory upon that. I 
was one night at a fupper in Paris, where there was 
a German baron jull arrived from his own country. 
He was pretty dull, and very pert; and a wit, 
who undertook to perRJUr, and to divert tlie com- 
pany at h>< expence, alked him, among Other 
(jneftipns, — " Pray, Sir, arc liieie any women ii> 
" Germany f" The baron anfvvereci with j 
eagemcfs, that there were a great man|a>n 
one might aik the fame queftion of a 

» objcded to a young i 

' the fair fex ; " Pray, S 
' in Lender.?" 
Do I then affat, I 

L "women abroad } I ion 

\M Ultk danger from ll 
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every thing elfe, is relative ; and I do aiEitn very 
pofitfvely, that a young Englifhman vr'M be in in- 
finitely lefs (danger from French or Italian women, 
than he vrill be from Englifh women. Whatr 
the reaibn of it is, I fhall not pretend to fay ; but 
it is a certain truth, that young Engliflimen' in 
general, do not like the women of France or 
Italy. 

Pleafmg in converfation abroad, depends on two 
points: one, expreffir^ agreeable ideas with eafe 
and elegance ; the other, relifhing the delicacy of 
wit, and of exprcffion of the perfon with whom yoil 
cetnverfe. In thefe two articles, the young travel- 
ler is totally deficient. He has never thought of 
looking for agreeable ideas. He exprefles himfcif 
with difficulty ; and he never thinks of the lan- 
guage of the perfon who fpeaks to him. He 
looks only for the idea. The idea will often be 
common ; good for nothing; but there will be a 
finejji, and a gradp in the expreffion of a French- 
woman, that wilPt charm a man of the country, 
and which a foreigner fcarce ever feels. Their 
converfation then foon becomes difagreeable to 
each other ; their taftes in every thing are oppo- 
fite ; and fo long he will pleafe, and fo long only, 
as he fupports himfcif by dint of prefents. This is 
a mollifying commerce, and it foon difgufls 
him. 

In 
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In all this I have fuppofed a young man his 
own mafter, which no young man ought to be* If 
he has a perfon to take care of him» who knows 
his duty, it is next to impoflible that he can get 
into any vice,^ unlefs he was corrupted before he 
left home, or unlefs he is naturally very iU-dif- 
pofed. 

I always keep my flrongeft argument for the 
lafl ; and I mention now, in fupport of what I 
have advanced, pojitive fa£f. I aflert, that young 
Engliflimen are not corrupted by travel. Let 
»iy man recolle£l, among the number of his 
travelled acquaintance, what they were before they 
went abroad ; and what they were at their return. 
He will fee on that furvey, that there is not one in 
a hundred, who has not been a pofitive gainer \ 
and among the very finaU number who have mif- 
carried, he knows that they were not well difpofed 
before they left home. I declare, that during the 
time I was abroad, I knew and heard of near 
three hundred Engliflimen, of whom there were 
but two that mifl)ehaved. Tlicy were both difo- 
lute before they left England ; one of them parti- 
cularly addiSed to wine ; the othg: to play, I 
do not wifli to mention any name diiad vantage- 
oufly ; and I wifli lefs to mention theirs, beCauie 
they were both men of high rank^ and are neither 
of them now living* 

That 
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That there is now and then a man corrupted 
in foreign countries, is what I believe ; that the 
number is exceedingly fmall, is a point of which 
I am firmly perfuaded. I do not, however, de- 
cide on this more than any other fubje<!J. I 
afTert poGtive^ly only what fell within the compafs 
of my own knowledge ; for the reft, I appeal to 
'c\«cry man's experience. 

As to the advantages of travej, they are many 
and great. Virtue and honour are but of 'the 
^ueftion. If a man has not his princples fixed 
before he travels, he will never have any during ht$ 
life. No man was ever fent abroad to learn pro* 
per fentiments. Every perfon wtell born, is fup- 
pofed to have thofe inculcated into him from his 
infancy. When he looks on the world with the 
eye of a man of fenfe, he will be confirmed in his 
good principles ; for he will fee, in every country 
in Europe; that a man of honour and virtue is 
cfteemed and refpedted, and that a vicious charac- 
ter is avoided and defpifed. 

The great objefts of travel, are to form the 
manners, to acquire knowledge, to ftrengthen the 
judgment, and to refine and enrich the imagina- 
tion. A young man, by being in company with 
people of the higheft rank, princes and princefTes, 
kings and queens, acquires a habit of refpcflful- 
nefs and eafe, a poiFefiion of himfelf, and a de- 
gree 
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grcc of polilhed attention. for others, that renders 
^inv highly amiable and interefting. Politencfs is 
not one of the cardipal virtues ; but it is the very 
firft of thofe of the fecond order. It is, if I may fo 
fay, the younger fiftcr of humanity, and contributes 
infinitely to the happinefs of fociety. In a certain 
degree, it refembles mercy. •* It is tw^ice blefled; 
" it blefleth him that gives, and him that takes." 
Everyone feels a pleafure in giving pleafure to 
others ; and w^hat pleafes' all the w^Orld more than 
being treated with politenefs? 

Life is crowded with forrow and calamity. 
Gan a man have too many fources of innocent 
pleafure, to foothe his fufferings, and to render his 
pilgrimage here as littlq painful as poflible ? The 
pleasures of the fenfes cannot always be gratified. 
How happy then to b^ able to enjoy thpfe of the 
imagination! There are few men who do not 
feel a certain pleafure in looking at a beautiful 
horfe. If then a man can acquire* a degree of 
pleafure in looking at the pidlure of that hoxfe, 
does he not multiply his enjoyments? A tafte 
for the arts can fcarce - be acquired but in Italy ; 
and every new tafte is a Hew iburce of delight. 
The number of beautifpl images, both from art 
and nature, with which a man enriches his fancy^ 
is incredible to thofe who have not not fccn Rome, 
and the kingcbm of Naples. 

I need 
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I need not fay any thing in favour of a tafte 
for letters ; for there is no country in Europe in 
which <:la(ncal karning is fo judly or fo highly 
edeemed as in England. If then Greek and Latin 
merit ten years attention, furely French and Italian 
merit fome months. But they, you will fay, may 
be acquired here. To a certain degree, and with 
much time' and labour, they may. But do you 
think that a Frenchman can get as juft an idea of 
Milton at Paris, or an Italian of Shakefpeare at 
Rome, from reading thofe poets with fome for* 
lorn outcaft of England, as he could at London, 
after he had learned to fpeak the language, and 
had an opportunity of c!onverfing on what he had 
read, with perfons of tafte and knowledge ? Be- 
lieve me, a man will underftand Racine and Taffb 
by fix months reading and converfation at Paris and 
Rome, better than he would by fo many years ftudy 
of them at home ; and much better than it is pojdlble 
for him ever to underftand Homer and Sophocles. 
As the fancy can only acquire polifh and deli- 
cacy from contemplating a variety of images ; 
fo the judgment can only obtain a certain de- 
gree of accuracy and ftrength from repeated com- 
parifons. A man cannot have, but by travel, 
fuch a. number of occafions for exercifing his 
ju^ment, nor in fo fhort a fpace of time. Eve- 
ry day gives him new ideas. Every converfa- 
tion 
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tion redlifies fome notion in his head. Books 
give fome knowledge. Bui clear and certain 
knowlf'ge is not to be had but by experience. An 
author can never give but partial ideas. It is 
impoflible for hiin to prefent every face of a fiib- 
jeft, be his talents what they may. If he at- 
tempted it, he mult be minute to a degree that 
would k.ll liis rea er ; and even after that, his 
labour would be vain. The thing is impoflible. 
I never read a defcriplion that gave me a jtilt idea 
I of the thing defcribed. My fancy worked upon 
my author's words. I formed an image tn my- 
felf. I faw the object after. My image was always 
falfe, I read my auilior over again ; he had faid 
nothing but truth. Twenty volumes written on 
mount Vcfuvius, would never give a man fo clear 
an idea of it as a morning's excurfion from 
Portici. The Bay of Naples, and St. Peter's 
church, cannot be defcribed. No man, without 
living with the French, can have an idea of 
French politencfs. 
. As to liavinga juft notion of the tharafler of 
I a nation, I ^y any man breathing to coIIcO it 
from boofav^^S^K^nB^poritive idca5, he may 
have; paiti^^^H^^^^UUfc Nations arc 
difcriffiinali^^^^^^^^^^^BiwI itnts that 
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two ideas differ more than French and Italian 
mildnefs. The Italians are refcrved ; die Englifh 
are referved ; yet light pink-colour does not difier 
more from crimfon, than the refervc erf an Eng- 
Kfliman does from the referve of an Italian. What 
is the difference ? Let thofe defcribc it who can. 
I can not. It is a tint, a fhade ; language can- 
not paint it. It muft be feen, to be felt ; and 
when it is felt, it cannot be defcribti 

But it is ufelefs to difpute, unlefs we agree on 
priuciples. Da you admit that this line, 

** The proper ftudy of xnankind>, is man," 

contains juft and folid fenfe. If you do no f^ there 
is an end of our argument. If you doy I may 

fafely affirm, that a man learns to know the world 
better by a few years travel, than he can by a 
number of years fpent at home. At home, his 
faculties often fleep ; abroad, they are always awake" 
The great variety of chara<5lers that pafs through 
his hands, keeps his parts continually in exercife. 
He is perpetually ftudying, even without thinking 
that he is ftudying. The variety of comparifons 
he has occafion to make, gives a furprifing 
<jiiicknefs and juftnefs to his difcernmcnt. He 
lives much in little time. He acquires expe- 
rience early, and with eafe. He learns to fet a 
juft value upon men, and to diftinguifh their dif- 
ferent 
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fetcnt degrees of merit. Every hoar lets in new 
light on his mind. He judges to-^lay ; he finds 
Co-mbrrow his judgment was erroneous That 
teaches him diffideotce of himfelf ; and makes him 
lefs hafty in determining again, and more acute 
in (eeking furer grounds to decide on thim thofe 
he had believed before to be fufficient. He finds 
a tone, a change of countenance, a fudden wosit 
to be furer inaications of a man's infide, than 
long fet fpceches, or laboured diflertations. He 
teams to JQ(%e when a man is natural, and when 
he is ailing a prt. He learns to read the. foul 
through the eye, and to interpret the language of 
filence. 

If all this be true« fay you, travellers bught to 
be prodigies. All tliis is true ; but nature fur- 
nifhes materials for few prodigies. My aflertions 
go no farther than to fay, that natural (aculcits 
are brought to their higlicfl degree of perfection in 
a quicker and furer manner by travel, than by any. 
other means. And if it be certain that the per- 
fedion is quickened, the combining and compar- 
ing powers (brengttiened^ tiie judgment rendered 
tnure folid, the imagination more vigorous and 
adtive, the ufte refined, the manners poliihed, and 
the underllanding (lored with new aixl clear 
ideas, I belie\'e iha/ is fufficient to make us con- 

Q, elude, 
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chide, that every man ofpartSy who is able to affbid 
it, ought to make the tour of Europe. - .• 

The word parts^ is plural. It implies a num- 
ber of fingulars ; which I take to be perception, 
judgment, memory, imagination, powers of com- 
bining and comparing, &c. As imagination is 
• the rareft, moft fhining, and mod delightful of 
diefe feveral powers, by a man of parts ^ is generally 
meant, a man who pofleffes this' fingle faculty in 
an eminent degree. 

it is pretty evident that thoie who are peculi- 
arly gifted by nature, will gain mg^ by travel ; but 
every man of good common fenfe, who wifhes 
to improve himfelf, will profit atnazingly by it. 
I do not dare here to advance fo violent a para- 
dox ; but I am firmly perfuaded, in my own foul, 
that one may give almoft any man parts by edu» 
cation. 



ANECDOTES CONCERNING THE 
MNEMONIC ART. 

THE knowledge of the means that may ferve 
for perfedling the memory, is called the 
Mnemonic Art. Four of thcfe means are ufually 

admitted. 
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admitted. We may either have recourfe to^fiioK 
' phyfical remedies as have been thought proper for 
fortifying the mafs of the brain ; or to certain jfi- 
gures or fchematifms, which imprint things on tl^ 
memory ; or to technical terms, which eafily re»- 
call what has been learned; or, laftly, to a Cer- 
tain logical arrangement of ideas, 6y placing each' 
^ fo as that they may follow in a natural order. 
As to what regards phyfical remedies, if is not 
to be doubted, but a regimen of life well obferv- 
ed, may greatly contribute to the prefervation of 
memory ; as, on the contfary^ excefs ia eating, 
drinking, and pleafures, muft weaken it. But 
the fame cannot be faid of other remedies recomf- 
mended by certain authors,' fuch as powders, the 
ufe of tobacco, cataplafms applied to the temples, 
potions, purgations, oils, baths, and flrong odours. 
All thefe remedies are very juftly fufpefted ; it be- 
ing found by experience that their ufe was often 
more pernicious than falutary ; as it happened to 
Daniel Heinfius and others, who, far from receiv- 
ing any advantage from thefe remedies, found, at 
lalt, their memory fo impaired, tliat they coiiRi 
not remember tlieir own names, nor thofeof -tlieir 
domeflics. 

Others have had recourfe to fcliematifms. It 
is well known that we retain a' thing more cafily 
when, by means of the external fenfes, it makes 

Q,^ a more 
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4 more lively impreflion on our mmd. For this 
reafon, fome have endeavoured to help. the me- 
mory in its fundions, by reprefenting ideas under 
certain figures, which may. in fome meafiuc he 
expreflivie of then?. Thus it is, that children are 
taught not only to know the letters of the alpha- 
bet^ but al/b to ipnake familiar to them the pria- 
cipal events of facred and profane hiftory. 

Soime .authors alfp, by a fin^lar prediledlloa 
for figures^ have applied thefe fchematifms to phir 
lofophtjcal fciences. Winckleman^ a German, 
has pubUfhed all Ariftotle's logic in figures^ The 
title of this book is, ** Memorative I,X)gic ; by the 
" help of which, a compendium of the Peripatetic 
" I/Ogic may, in a very ihort time/ be committed 
'* to memory.'* 

It being certain that our imagination is of 
great afliilance <o memory, we gannot abfolutely 
rcjeft the method of fchematifms, provided the 
images having nothijig extravagant nor puerile in 
them, are applied to things that a^e not in the 
leaft fufceptible thereof. But herein feveral have 
failed im many refpefts; for fonje would' fain 
have fpecified, by '^ ires, all ^orts of moral and 
metaphyfical things. This is abfurd ; becaufe 
thefe things require fo many explanations, that 
the labour of memory is thereby doubled. 

The 
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The fam6 ftiay be faid of what is called tectini- 
cal memory. Some have propofed the imagining, 
of a hotife or town^ and of reprefenting to them- 
felves therein the different parts, in which were 
placed the things or ideas they deiigned to remem- 
ber. 

Others, inftead of a houfe, or town, made 

choice of certain animals, of which the initial 
letters compofe a Latin alphs^t. They divided 
each member of every one of thefe beafts into five 
parts, to which they affixed ideas. 
. Many .have had recourfe to certain wordSf 
verfes, and the like : for example, to remember, 
the words Alexander, Romulus, Mercury, and 
Orpheus ; they take the initial letters that form 
the word ** Armo." — ^All that can be faid on 
thia head is, that thbfe words and technical verfes 
appear more difficult to be retained, than even the 
things themfelves, of which they are deflgned to 
facilitate the (hidy. 

Logic furniihes us with the fureft me^s of 
perfeding the memory, HPfei'ikpcB clear and 
di3in£l the idea is we have of ft fluxig, ihftfl] 
cafily we (hall remember it. If there be i 
ideas, they iliqul^ be difpofed in their nai 
der, fo as to have the principal idea folk 
the acceflary ideas as fo many confequena 
with this, fume other contrivance may taL 

0.3 
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For inftance, if any thing is compofed, to be got 
afterwards by hcnrt, care ftiould be taken to write 
it down diftinftly, to mark the different parts by 
certain reparations, and to make ufe of initial 
letters at the beginning of a fentencc. This is what 
is called local memory. To get by heart, retire- 
ment into fome filent and fequeftered place, is 
next fecommeoded ; and diere are ibme who make 
choice of the night, and even get to becj. 
^ We find Ibme mention made of the Mnemonic^ 
Art in feveral paflages of the writings^ of the an- 
cient Greeks and Romans, Cic^o attcibutes the 
invention of it to Simonides. 
• This phiIofi>pher, being in Theflkly, was in-- 
vHed to an entertainment by Scopas. When the 
giiefts were at table, two young men defired Si- 
monides to be called olit to (peak to him in the 
)rard.> Simonides had fcarce accofted him, when 
the dining-room, where the others remained, fell 
in and killed them. When their friends wanted 
to bury them, they were fo disfigured that they 
could not be diftinguifhed. Then Simonides, re- 
collefting the place where each perfon fat, named 
them one after the other ; which made known, 
fays Cicero, <« that order is the principal thing 
*• in helping the memory/' 

SINGULAR 
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SINGULAR ANECDOTES OF VOL^ 

TAIRE. 

FROM THE LETTERS OF THE CHINESE SPY. 

I AM juft returned from a journey I took to 
Geneva. The defirc of feeing an European, 
who is reputed the greateft genius of his age, was 
the oc^on of my undertaking it. 

iTbi^ great man does ^ot refine in the city of • 
Qcneva, but in ^ handfome caftl^ ^t fonoe diftance, ; 
where he keeps an excellent table, and where ftran- 
gus, who come to admire hin)> are admitted* i 
This is the firft time, it is faid, fincc the revival, 
of arts in Europe, that a poet has been feen to. 
Imep a cook. 

« 

: His caftle is of fingular advantage to him,* from; 
tke fecurity it aflfords his perfbn; fpr this. great 
Itmiinary has embroiled himfSlf with all the lumi- 
naries of ^urope, by endeavouring to eclipfe them. 
It was his good fortune to fipd out a little neutral 
country on the earth tqjreceiVe^im ; otherwife he 
might have been forced no end his exiilence for 
want of a place to exift in. i^ 

His caftle is built on the ground of two foreiga 
fovereignties that bound each other ; and thus he 
may be faid to be placed riding on two powers ; 
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(6 that if he happened to be purfued by one or 
other potentate, he need only efcape into one ot 
his oppofite chambers^ to be irtimediately in a fo- 
reign country. This is no bad fancy in an author, 
who may dread the refentment of princes^ that in 
Europe violate aH things, except the frontiers of 
ftktes. 

I came4o his caftle the day after I arFived; mnd 
had immedifttift admittance, on fendBng lA my name 
and country. The fight of him really frightened 
me. I thou^t I faw a fpedre; for indeed I 
never faw a man (o like death. This European 
mumfny has fcarce fix ounces of fieih on his 
bones. Having no body, he mtift furely exift as. 
a fpirit. You may tlnnk he is bld^ as there never 
«vas a young phantom^ 

I had a long conference with him on Ada ; and 
he put feveral queftions to me on the Cliinefe 
government. Ye ^ods !• how Kttle are the great 
European genuifes, when they are examined by 
their books! ♦ 

No author ever publifhed (b many works^^ or 
brought forth fo many volunaes. He is eontinuAlly 
agitated by the demon crfhis ideas. ' He is neither 
afleep nor awake, but thinks. His underftanding 
has continual bickerings with his imagination. 
He fpends his life in hatching. He often brings 
forth, and many twins too ; for his memory often 
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betrays Tiis inlellefts. By frequent child-binlis, 
he is often delivered of the fame produflions. 

He lets no thought efcape him. All is fiih that 
comes in his net. In no refpefl is he wanting to 
himfclf i the public enjoy the whole extent of his 
' genius. He will leave himfelf entire to pofterity. 
He will play his pan in the fcene of fine genius. 
fo long as wit can furnifli him with prodiiflionB ; 
and he wiU nol die till he has nothing more to 
fay. 

He is rich, contrary to all the rules of literature. 
He has tradt'd for full half a century in genius. He 
pafTcs for one of the greatelt dealers in wit in Eu- 
rope. He has fold to the value of 400,000 livres 
of his idi-as to bookfdlers ; and to get rich as fafl 
as pofliblc, ha has often fold twice tlie fame cuin- 
' modity. 

I fhall fay nothing to you of the Republic of 
Geneva, for my defign is not t^entertain you with 
the uto^ of the European pMittcal governments. 
~ : power of this government is confined to a 
lower. The neighbour- 
: already fcized it, if it 



genius IS turned to clock-work.' Their induftty' 
is to the minute. They fhew the time of day to= 
all Chriftian nations. In fliort, this RepuUic 
may now be coniidered as the dial of Europe. 



ANECDOTE OF A DUTCH INN- 
KEEPER. 

*TpHE Czaty who always obferved the ftridefl 
^ incognito in his travels^ on his fecond jour- 
ney tb Holland in 1716, entered Nimeguen, with 

his little fuite, at the clofe of the day. He went 
•I 

to an inn, and wifhlng to go to bed early, that ht 
might fet oiF at break of day, ordertd only a few 
eggs, and fome butter and cheefe for fupper. A 
few bbttles of red wine were drank at table, and 
his fuite retired to left. The following morning, 
the horfes were reac!^ at dawn of day ; bn^t before 
the Czar made his appearance, his purveyor, An- 
dreitch ChapelofF, called for a bill. The inn- 
keeper's demand was an hundred ducats.— Chape- 
lofF, aftonifhed, thought it neceflary to remind the 
landlord, that their fupper had only confifted of a 
dozen eggs, and a little butter, cheefe, and bread. 
— " It does not fignify,'* anfwered mine hoft, 
«« I muft have an hundred ducats before you leave- 

" iho 
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*« the hcufe." Chapeloff's rhetoric was thrown 
away : he would make no abatement. That 
officer, afraid to infert fo weighty an article in his 
difburfements, without his matter's knowledge, 
went and informed the Emperor* Well perfuaded 
that he was not known, he came down, as if ac- 
cidentally, into the court yard, the gates of which ^ 
he found (hut by the inn-keeper, whoiti he afked 
in Dutch, in his way, how he could prefume to 
aflc fo* large a fom for fuch flendcr fare?— — ^« An 
<< hundred duca^ts a large fum !" iaid the landloid : 
<* If I was Emperor of Ruffia, I would give a 
••^^th^fand !*' ■ On hearing this, the Cfcar turn- 
ed his back, without faying a word, made a fign to 
the purveyor to pay, arid walked away. The 
Dutchman would not open the gates of the yard» 
till he had received his Hundred- ducats,; and wifbed : 
the gentlemen a good journey* 
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A SKETCH OF THE CHARACTER OF 
THE LATE KING OF PRUSSIA. 

BY M. lATROBE. 

'TPHE great Frederick was rather under the coin* 
*^ mon fize. In his yom^r years, his figure 
and deportment were elegant and graceful. His 
countenance was full of fire and expreffion^ His 
eyes were large, blue, and extremely lively* &it 
many years before he £ed, age and fatigues had 
bent his body forward^ and his^ head leaned to- 
wards his right fide» 

He fpoke much, and with great fluency. The 
fucceflion of his ideas was rapid ; and he was never 
at a lofs for proper and well adapted expre/Iions. 

He poflefled in an uncommon degree^ the talent 
of quick repartee ; and his anfwers to his friend$ 
were always pertinent, witty^ or contained a well 
turned compliment. 

He is well known not to have been very partial 
to the fair fex \ but in the company of ladies^ who, 
in hi;s opinion, polfefled talents and good fenfe, he 
was lively, polite, and entertaining. There were 
a few ladies who poirefled his friendfliip in a high 
degree, efpecially Madame de Camas, who was 
about ten years oWer than himfelf. His letters to 

this 



this lady, which have been publifhed in French, 
are written with an uncommon warmth of affec^ 
tion and refpe<^. 

In the beginning of his reign, his drefs was re« 
markably neat and elegant ; and on court days, 
and occafions of particular ceremony, rich and 
fplendid. But after the fecond Sileftan war, he ' 
became more negligent in this refpe6t. 

Frederick's private company was always feled, 
and confided of men of wit and learning. In 
this circle of friends, he wiflied entirely to unbend 
his bmd ; and putting off the monarch, to intro* 
duce a perfeft equality, and freedom of conrerfe- 
tion. None underftood the art of keeping up a 
lively and interefting converfation better than him- 
felf ; and he even allowed others (contrary to the 
maxim in general efbbliflied among princes) the 
privilege of being witty, as well as himfelf. 

He may be faid to have had favourites ; but if 
diis term is confined to fuch perfons as poi&fs 
die friendfhip of their prince in a. degree that in* 
jRuences the aftions of their government, Frederick 
had none. He had, what few monarchs can 
boaft, intimate friends. But of all the perfons 
whom he admitted to any degree of intimacyj^ 
General Count Rothenburg had the honour of pof- 
feiling his fulled confidence, and warmed affec* 

tion 






tion ; and as long as the Gener^d lived, they feem-^ 
ed to be iufeparable. 

The aftoniftiing exploits of Frederick prove hinm 
the greateft general of his time. With an army, 
raifed in his own fmall dominions, he fought at 
onqe, and conquered Swedes, Ruflians, Poles, 
Saxons, Auftrians, the army of the empire, and 
the French, with no ally but the Englifli, who,, 
from the nature of circumftances, could afford him 
little or no affiftance in his own dominions, where 
he had to bear the fierceft attack* To an ancoin« • 
^K>n {kill in manceuvr^^ he joined perfonal bravjsry, 
undaunted by any dang^; but his courage was 
cool and deliberate. In the midfl of the noife and 

■ 

tumult of battle, he was calm ; he direfled every 
attack ; he always kept fight of his main plan, and 
obferved every advantageous circumftance. 

The indefatigable attention of the King of 
Pruflia to bufinefs, the unremitting ardor with 
which he purfued the plans he had formed, and 
the uniformly continued exertion of his powers, 
during a reign of forty-fix years, js one of the moft. 
ftriking features in his charadler. During this 
long period, neither pleafqre nor fatigue, neithei 
fuccefs nor difappointment, could induce him, for 
a fingle moment, to remit his attention to the 
great objedls he had in view. 

The 
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Thd' hiftory of mankind teachesi that ambit ion 
has been a chief ingredient in the charafter of every, 
warrior ; but we commonly find, that a courfe of 
carnage and viftory, has ended in the total ruin 
and devadation of the countries conquered, in the 
mifery of thoufands of their inhabitants, or in the 
flavery of. the native country of the h^rb. The 
ambition of Frederick was more exerted in defend- 
ing the fubjefts tie had already, and making them 
happy, than in increafuighis dominions ; and he 
was, with equal ^ory, the champion and the fa^ 
ther of his country^ 

The encouragement Frederick gave to the arts 
and fciences, was not only liberal, but fplen- 
did. Men of learning, and artifts of merit, did 
not merely live upon bis fmiles and apiprobation^ 
' but his treafury gave them more fiib&mtial fupr 
port. Merit, wherever he found it, was not fuf- 
fered to ftruggle with poverty, or to pine in obfcu- 
rity ; and, though the many demands upon his 
finances, did i^ot fuffer him to give to all abun^ 
dantly, be took care that no man of genius fhould 
want. 

It is not difficult to account for the great prefer- 
ence he gave to the French Islnguage and literature, 
above that of liis own country. , At the time, in. vj 
which he chiefly applied to the acquirement of li- 
terary knowledge (which was before his father's* 
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death, and in the firft years of his reign} the Ger- 
man language lay totally negleSed; and it was 
thought a mark of great barbarifm in any audior, 
to write any work of literary confequence in his 
mother tongue. Latin feemed the only language 
ht to convey German ideas. German poetry was 
ftili in its infancy. Its language was rough, un* 
cultivated, and loaded with innumerable fooliih and 
unnatural conceits. French was then the language 
of the court, and the young king naturally ac- 
quired a taile for the works of the el^pnt French 
writers of that, and the former periods; which 
Mras by time eftablifhed into a rooted prejudice,. 

ft ^^ 

aiid almoft anaver(ion to German literature. S(xne 
few years before his death, he wrote a fm^l book 
upon the fubjefl;*, which proves that he was to- 
tally unacquainted with the more modem poets, 
and other authors of Germany ; and had read little 
or nothing of their works for the fpace of forty 
years. He decides therefore peremptorily; and, 
like a monarch, declares the whole German lan- 
guage to be barbarous, and fuited to the unpolifhed 

• In this work he informs us, that the poetry of Shakef- 
peare is, to ufe his own words, «< abominable jargon.*' Per- 
haps he had this information from Voltaire.— After the publi- 
cation of this work, he altered his opinion a little in favour 
of the German language, upon reading a tranflation of Tult/'s 
Offices, by Frofeflbr Carve. 
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drains of their bards ; and all the remondrances of 
his friend and minifter Hertzberg, could not in- 
duce him to foften his ^ifion* 

Buty notwithdanding his perfonal partiality for 
French literature, he encouraged Germans who 
pofleifed (killed or learning, by giving them ap- 
pointments and penflons, though he did not read 
or admire their works* 

Mufic, painting, and architecture, found in him 
a munificent patron ; and in thefe arts his coun* 
tfymen enjoyed an equal ihare of his approbation 
with foreigners. The ftrcets of Berlin and Pot£> 
danty and the magnificent palaces he ere£kd» will 
remain indelible proofs of his good tade in deiign 
and aichitedure ; and the cdleSion of paintings 
at Potfdam and Sans-Souci, fliow the knowledge 
he had of the excellent and beautiful in this art» 
as thev are all ^ his own choice, in which he was 
not guided by the name oi the painter, but by the 
merit of the pi6faire» 

Xbe great partiality of Frederick for dogs» has 
been frequently the fubjeA of ridicule. His great 
attention to thofe faithful and innocent compa* 
nions of mankind^ may perhaps be attributed xm 
iht goodnefs of his heart ; and even a weakneft 
ariilng firom that fource, is amiable. 

He had feveral of thefe aninuds, of whicb he 
was particularly fond ; and in all his rooms went 
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a number of fmall leather balls, for the purpofe of 
playing with them. One of them, called bicht, 
was his particular favourite, had been his compa- 
nion in many of his campaigns, and at her death, 
he eredled a fmall monument to her memoiy in 
his gardens at Potfdam. < 

The charaiier of this great prince is beft illuf- 
trated by the events of his hlftory. This cannot 
be faid of all, or of many princes. The fame and 
honours of a Jufltniani or a Lewis XIV* more 
properly belong to the great flatefmen and generals 
they had the good fortune ^ have in th^ ieivice^.r 
But Frederick reigned himielf. The praife4up tO; 
erery meritorious adion, or the difgrace incurred 
by any mifcondud or injuftide, belongs not to his 
minifters, but tohimfelf. 



A CURIOUS ANECDOTE OF THE FIRST 
EMPRESS CATHARINE OF RUSSIA* 

IT is well known, that the birth of this cele- 
brated woman was fo obfcure, that fhe did not 
even know* the authors of her exiftence. She re- 
membered, only, that (he had a brother ; but was 
ignorant whfere, or in what fituation he was. She 
became the wife of Peter the Great, after having 
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be^n hismiftrefs for a long time : but fcarcely was- 
,ihe raifed to this fupreme dignity, when a remark- 
able circumftance happened, the relation of which > 
will no doubt afford confideraWe entertainment. 

An envoy extraordinary from Poland to the 
court of Ruffia, returning to Drefden, flopped at 
an inn in Courland, where he was witnefs to an 
intereding quarrel between one of the hoftlers and 
f^^veral jof his. comrades, who were inebriated. One 
of them fwore jnuch, and threatened, in a low. 
lone of voice, to make his antagonifts repent of ^ 
their iofolence^ having relation^ fufficiently power- 
fiiU he faid> to punifh them. 
! The minifter, furprized at the cfecifive manner 
in which the domeiUc fpoke, enquired his name, 
ajid pad condition ; and was told, that he was aa 
unfortunate Polander» named Charles ScorowflciiL 
whofe father, fuppofed to have been a gentleman 
of Lithuania, dying earlyi, had left his fon in jl. 
miferable iituation, with a daughter, who had been 
for fome time tod. 

This anfwer excited curiofity in the minifter, 
who imagined he perceived, in the ruftic features 
of this hoiUer,, fome refemblance to thofe of the 
Emprefs Catharine, which were nobly formed, ac- 
cordir^ to univerfal report. 

This adventure ftmck the Pblifh minifter fo. 
forcibly, that he jocularly wrote an account of it 
to a friend who refided at the Ruffian court. 
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It Is not known how this letter fell into the 
hands of the Czar ^ but it is certain that he took 
a memorandum of it in a fmall hock, which h^ 
always carried to affift his niemory,^ He fent an 
order to Prince Repnin^ governor of Riga, to d^C" 
cover Charles Scorowflci ] to entice him to Riga; 
Under fome fair pretence ; to feize him, iVithout 
offering the fnfiallefl infult ; and to fend hin^, un-- 
der a Arong guard> ta the Chamber of Police, 
which he had ordered to revife a decree pafled 
againft this imaginary prifonerr 

This order, which appeared like a» enigmaf t9 
the governor, was pundually executed; Charles 
was brought prifoner, and the Chamber pretended 
to proceed againft him, with all the forms of law, 
as againft a quarreller and a promoter of ftrife^ 
He was afterwards fent to court, under a guards 
with the fuppofed informations which fubftantiated 
the offence of which he had been accufed. 

Scorowlki, under great npprehenfion for his 
fate, though he believed himfelf to be perfeSly 
innocent, was prefented to the judge, who length- 
ened out the procefs, in order that he might more 
eafily examine the prifoner, whom he had orders 
to found tlioroughly. The better to fucceed in 
this defign, he kept fpies around him, to catch 
any marked word that might efcape ; and private 
inquiries were made in Courland, which proved 
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inoR dtar!)' that this doineftic was the brother of 
ihe Emprefe Catharine. 

The Czar, convinced of the truth of this clr- 
pjmftatice, caufcd il to be intimated to Scorowfki, 
ihat, as the jiidge was not difpofed to treat him 
1 much indulgence, he could do nothing better 
•than prefenl a petition to his Sovereign ; and that 
Ihc means of doing this would be rendered cafy, 
US not only accefs to tlie throne would be procured 
■for him, but alfo proteilors fufficiently powerful 
to enfure the fuccefs of his requells. Peter, who 
.Jiad artfully contrived every ihJng for a fceue 
amiiCing to himfelf, but humiliaiing to the pride 
Uid haughiincfs of Catharine, fent word, that oii 
i certain day he would go incognito to dine with 
Chapelow, the ftcward of his honfehold, and that 
after dinner he would give an agdience to Sco- 
ifowllci. 

When the appointed time arrived, this riillic 
did not appear intimidated at the Majefty of the 
iMonarch ; he boldly prefenied his petition ; but 
^the Czar paid matt attention to his figure andap- 
rancf. HetftiSHftftjBiuiinbirofquenions, to 
Vhich tfaen^^q^^l^l^^^a^prcdnon, that 
it xppt 
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panied with a promife, iJiat in all probability he 
would have no caufc to be difpleafed with his ex- 
pefted fentence. The Czar, fupping with the 
Emprefs that evening, faid to her, " I dined to- 
** day with Chapclow, and made a moft excellent 
** repaft; I mult take you thither fome day/' 
«< Why not to-morrow?*' flie replied. " But,"' 
rejoined the Czar, " we muft do as I did .to-day ; 
<* furprife him when he is about to fit down to 
•' dinner, and difpenfe with our attendants.*' 
Next day Peter and Catharine being accordingly 
at dinner with Chapelow, the petitioner was in- 
troduced, who approached with more timidity 
than he had fliewn before. The Czar afFefted 
not to recolleft the fijbjeft of his prayer, repeating 
the qucllions of the pi:eceding day ; but Scorowfki 
returned the like anfwers, 

Catharine, reclining on a fopha, liftened with 
the greatcft attention ; every phrafe of Scorowfki 
vibrated on her ears ; and the Czar ft ill more 
aroufed her, by faying, in a tone which indicated 
tliat he was interefted in the converfation, " Ca>- 
<* tharine, attend to that! do not you compre- 
*< hend ?" Catharine on this changed colour, her 
voice faultcred, {he could fcarcely reply. " But,'* 
ailded the Czar with emotion, ^* if you do not 
'^ comprehend, I do. In a word, this man is 
** your brother ! — Come/' faid he to Charlt-s, 

^< kiis 



1r * 



t 359 ) 

<^ kifs the bofler of her robe, and her hand, in 
<< quality of Emprefs ; after which embrtice lier 
-^ as thy Sifter !" At thefe words, Catharine grew ^ 
quit© pale ; the power of fpeech forfook her ; and 
flie remained for fome time in a ftate of iofeh- 
fibility. When fhe recovered, Peter afFe6lionateIy 
faid, " What great harm, then, is there in this* 
*^ adventure ? Weil, I have found a brothcr-in- 
^* law ! If he is a man of merit, and has any abi- 
. ** litics, /vve fhallrnakefomethingof him. Con- 
** fole y(nirfelf, then, I beg of you ; for I fee no- 
** thing in all this that t'^ught to give you a mo- 
** ment's uneafinefs. We are now informed of 
"an affair which has coft us many enquiries. Let 
** us depart.'* 

Catharine rifing up, requ|fted to embrace h^r 
brother ; and begged the Czar to continue his 
kindncfs both to him and to his fifter. 

It is not known by what accident Scorowfki dif- 
covercd that his lifter had rifen to tlie throne. The 
emperor afligned him a houfe and a penlion ; he 
was required to keep himfelf quiet, and to enjoy 
his fortune in private. Catharine was not much 
pleafcd, however, with the circumftance that con- 
du£ted to this developement. She felt herfelf in- 
ternally humbled, by a difcovery which pride and 
fdf-love confidered as a degradation to the exalted 
dignity of her Ration. 

FINIS. 



BuqIs prinkd far^ G. Kearslev. 

Th9 fi>lIowjng Colle£Vion was compiled by a nnfoa of dlftin- 
guiHied Abilities, for the Ufe of yoiuig People, and as a 
Cuidc to the curious Traveller. 

A Defciiption of Sicil/ and Malta, with an account of the 
yJate earthquake at Meflina; the eruptions of Mounr Etna ; 
the dcAni£tJon of Hybla^ the prefent (late of Palmyra ^ the 
cuftoms and manners of the Sidlians, their marnages* amufe- 
ments, carriages, &c. . Account of Syracufe, and the Kni|;tit& 
of Malta ; with a great variety of curious and (ingular de- 
fcHptions, extra^d from the Travels of Brydone, Swinburr>e, 
Sir William Hamilton, and feveral other refpe^ble writers* 
I vol. Price tliree AuUings and fixpence bound. 

Recreation for Youth. An ufeful and entertaining Epitome 
«f Geography and Biography. The firft part comprifing a 
^neral view of the feveral empires,'^kingdoms, republics, ftates, 
remarkable ifland-s, mountains, feas, rivers, and lakes, with 
their fituationt extent, capitals, population, produce, arts, re- 
ligion, and commerce. Including the difcoveries of Captain 
Cook, and otliers. The fccond part including the lives of the 
xnoft eminent men wlio have flouri/hed in Great Britain and 
its dependencies* By John Paterfon Service. Price tliree 
'Shillings and fixpence bound. 

The Beauties of the Spe^ator, Tatler, Guardian, Rambler, 
Adventurer, Connoifleur»,World, and Idler. 

•^* To accommodatffnthe purchafers of thefe entertaining 
volumes, they are fold together, or in the following manner : 

Tht ScleAions from the Spc£tator, Tatler, and Guardian, 
are comprifed in the two fivd volumes, and fold fepai ate for 
iix ihillings. 

The-third and fourth volun.e contain thofe from the Ram- 
bler, ConnoiiTeur, Ad\enturer, World, and Idler, and are fold 
feparatc for fix niiUings alfo, or the four volumes lor twelve 
ihiilings^ complete. 



Ornamented with five new Flatcs, from the Dcfigns of Mr, 

Nixon, 

The tenth Edition of the Beauties of Sterne. Calculated 
for the Heart of Serifibility. 

This volume cont.^ins a pleafmg felc^ion from the works 
of that elegant Writer, among which are, the ftory of Le Fevre 
and Uncle Toby, Maria, Sliandy's Bed of Ju(\ice, Yorick's 
Hv»rfe, Corporal Trim's Brother, the Dwart, the Pulfe, the 
Pye-man, the Sword, the Sur , the Starling, the Afs, Dr. 
biop and Obadiah, Dr. Slop aiui Sufan, &c. ^-c. 

Alfo, feveral of liis mod ceicbratcd Sermons, elegant Sentl- 
tr^'nt*^, and fanuUat l^etters to his Friends. 

Price three ftuVVm^^ avxOl ^vx^t^vvi^i fe^t^. 



